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Turkey rejects U.N. p(ea to 
open borders to Iraqi refugees 

ANKARA CAP) — Turkey on Saturday rejected a U.N. 
appeal to leave open its borders for refugees fleeing 
possible military strikes against Iraq. Instead Turkey 
says it is ready to send thousands, of troops across the 
frontier to prevent any influx of Kurdish refugees. “It is 
impossible for us to let them in,” Deputy Premier 
Bulent Ecevit was quoted as saying by the Anatolia 
news agency. The U.N, High Commissioner for 
Refugees last week asked countries bordering Iraq not 
to slam the door os refugees seeking aid- “But there is 
no need to concern. Turkey has the capability to protect 
them just across its borders,*’ Mr. Ecevit said. Jordan, 
Iran and Turkey fear they may again have to deal with 
huge waves of refugees, as they did during the 1990 
Arabian Gulf crisis and 1991 Gulf war. 
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U.S. plans call for four days 
of bombing Iraq — report 

WASHINGTON (ARP) —The U.S. militaiy aims to bomb 
Iraq around the clock for four days if raids go ahead, the New 
York Times reported Saturday, citing top U-S. gove rnment 
officials. Senior U.S. officials told the newspaper they feared 
that earlier plans calling for several weeks erf bombin g wou ld 
not fopv; Tragi President Saddam Hussein to allow umtstrict- 

ed weapons inspections. The new plans are azmed at crippfing 

Iraq's military ami diminishing hs ability to use and produce 
biological and chemical weapons, the paper repotted. The 
officials said the United States would focus on hitting pro- 
duction smsi conventional forces and President Hussein’s 
power structure becaise h cannot tell exactly where the Iraqi 
long-range missiles and chemical and biological weapons are 
lying kept. Top U.S. officials also believe that President Hus- 
sein’s conventional military is so weak it cannot threaten any 
neighbouring countries- 
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Ma’ an riots continue 


Prince Hassan back home 


King warns Jordan will not after talks with French, 

^ I x inctmofmn A f i/inlonpo British officials 
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W v O Highness Crown Prince Has- sadors in Paris and I’ve had Iraqi crisis at this sen 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Saturday 
said that Jordan will not 
tolerate anyone who insti- 
gates riots and calls for 
violence in any part of the 
country. 

‘There were elements of 
sedition and trouble and 
there were some who insti- 
gated disturbances,” the 
King told soldiers near the 
city of Ma’an, where riots 
continued yesterday fol- 
lowing the death of a 22- 
year-old man on Friday. 

“These actions cannot be 
tolerated*' the King, who 
visited the city and met 
with its notables, said. 

“In my talks to senators 
and deputies in Ma’an, I 
told them that this was a 
shameful act, especially 
coming from Ma’an, which 
was the town where the 
Kingdom was [founded],” 


the King said. 

“Everyone who tries to 
stir trouble and riots in this 
country is contributing to 
the implementation of con- 
spiracies [against Jordan],'* 
the King added. 

‘Tribal leaders are not 
able to controi some of the 
people who carry machine- 
guns. This is the third time. 
Not the first or the second. 
This means if a seed of evil 
is spread it will cause us 
great deal of trouble.” the 
King said. 

“We are telling the peo- 
ple that we live in a democ- 
racy in which people can 
talk to one another and 
understand each other in a 
fine atmosphere ” the King 
said. 

“We hope the time will 
come when we do not have 
any troublemakers and 
malicious or ungrateful 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein talks to soldiers on the outskirts of the southern city of Ma'an 
on Saturday (Photo by Youasef 'Allan) 

King: In my talks to senators and deputies from 
Ma'an, I told them that this was a shameful act 



Demonstrators take to the streets of Ma'an Saturday, set- 
ting fire, chanting pro-Iraqi slogans and burning tyres, 
during violent pro-Iraq protests which left one person 
dead and 20 injured (AFP photo) 


Following are major excerpts from His 
Majesty King Hussein's address to army 
troops in the south on Saturday: 

I BELIEVE you are aware of the recent 
incidents in Ma’an where there were ele- 
ments of sedition and trouble and there 
were some who instigated disturbances. 
These actions cannot be tolerated. In my 
talks to senators and deputies from Ma’an, 
I told them that this was a shameful act, 
especially coating from Ma’an, the town 
where the Kingdom was [founded]. The 
people of Ma’an are my family and folks. 
God only knows how hard we woiked to 
tum this country into a model for others 
and in order to advance under very critical 
circumstances. 

Looking around us, we are not pleased 
with what we see. This is our destiny. For 
Palestine, we have offered more sacrifices 
than others. As for Iraq, we have offered 
more than any other. Day and night our 
only concern is about Iraq and we are try- 
ing to ward off any military strike. I told the 
Iraqi Foreign Minister [Mohammad Said A1 
Sahhaf] in Amman: “You have broken our 
back. If you listened to our advices since 


1990 you would not have been in this crisis 
now." 

We are concerned about the Iraqis, the 
pictures of the children and the dead. 

These are the pictures of the people of 
Iraq and we are doing our best. Internation- 
al organisations are telling us that should a 
military strike occur Jordan will be expect- 
ing a wave of half a million people coming 
from Iraq. 

Remember the events of 1991 and how 
much we endured and how many sacrifices 
we offered. 

On the western side of the river, if any- 
thing happens there, the remaining Pales- 
tinian people will come to Jordan, which 
will then be considered a substitute home- 
land for the Palestinians, and Jordan will be 
finished Anyone who tries to stir trouble 
and riots in this country is contributing to 
the implementation of these conspiracies. 
This country is dear to us. Your officers will 
be briefing you on what is happening so far. 
In this city, tribal leaders are not able- to 
control some of the people who carry 
machineguns. This is the thud time, not the 
first nor the second. 

( Continued on page T) 


After talks with Aziz, Annan 
says he is ‘rather optimistic’ 


’ Combined agency 
dispatches 

IN A mission to avert a mil- 
itary strike, U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan held 
two rounds of talks Satur- 
day with Iraqi officials. He 
said he was “rather opti- 
mistic" he would win an 
agreement to open all sus- 
pected weapons sites. 

Mr. Annan, who arrived 
in the Iraqi capital Friday, 
said he was hopeful he 
would meet Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, likely 
Sunday. 

Scheduling such a meet- 
ing would be a clear sign 
that Iraq was prepared to 
accept an agreement to 
open eight presidential sites 
to U.N. weapons inspec- 
tors. Mr. Annan said he 
expected the Iraqis would 
accept a written document 
outlining terms of the 
agreement which would 
then have to be endorsed by 
the United States. 

“1 expect to get a docu- 
ment,” Mr. Annan said after 
the talks in the morning. T 
am rather optimistic" 

Mr. Annan began his offi- 
cial meetings at the Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry. Half of 
the three-hour session was 
devoted to a private meet- 
ing between Mr. Annan and 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 



iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz and U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan hold 
formal talks Saturday on Iraq's row with the United Nations (Reuters photo) 


ter Tareq Aziz. 

Afterward, the full dele- 
gations — nine Iraqis and 
eight U.N. officials — met 
for another 90 minutes at 
the Foreign Ministry and 
then resumed their talks in 
the evening. 

Following a dinner break, 
delegations headed by Mr. 
Aziz and Mr. Annan were 
scheduled to hold a third 
round of talks, U.N. 
spokesman Eric Fait said. 

A diplomat who attended 
the meeting said Mr. Annan 
had said he had brought a 


“package” with him and 
would take a package back. 

It would have to include 
two key elements: full com- 
pliance with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and no 
dilution of the role of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
lUNSCOM). charged with 
scrapping Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Before his talks with Mr. 
Aziz. Mr. Annan met Russ- 
ian special envoy to Bagh- 
dad, Viktor Posuvalyuk, 
who has spent several 
weeks here trying to work 


out a formula to resolve the 
crisis. 

Mr. Annan's optimism 
came after a member of the 
U.N. delegation, former 
Algerian foreign minister. 
Lnkhdar BrahintiL told 
reporters that the situation 
was “extremely polarised." 

At issue are Security 
Council demands that Iraq 
allow UN. inspectors unre- 
stricted access to all areas, 
including eight presidential 
sites which Baghdad has 
placed off-limits. 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.N. has no 
food reserves 
in Iraq if war 
disrupts 
supplies 

BAGHDAD (AP) — The 
United Nations has no 
reserve stocks to feed the 
22 milli on Iraqis if military 
action in the Gulf disrupts 
the flow of humanitarian 
supplies to Iraq, a senior 
U.N. official said Saturday. 

About 3.5 million Iraqi 
Kurds in northern Iraq are 
totally reliant on food sup- 
plies reaching the country 
uoder the so-called oil-for- 
food deal, Denis Haltiday, 
UN. relief coordinator for 
Iraq, said. 

The government could 
draw on its own stocks for 
the central and southern 
pans of Iraq but even that 
according to a UN. report 
released recently, will not 
be enough to cover urgent 
needs. 

“The oil-for-food pro- 
gramme does not have a 
reserve stock. We are 
reliant on incoming grain 
and other supplies every 
month. So that is certainly 
a concern and I do not have 
an answer to that” Mr. Hal- 
liday told reporters in 
Baghdad. 

No official figures are 
available on domestic food 
production, but the U.N. 

(Continued on page 3) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
son on Saturday returned to 
Amman following visits to 
Britain and France during 
which he discussed wife 
British and French officials 
diplomatic efforts to find a 
peaceful solution to the UN.- 
Iraq crisis. 

In statements to journalists 
upon his return. Prince Has- 
san. accompanied by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vath, expressed hope that 
UN. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan will reach a diplomatic 
solution to the crisis and 
restore stability in the region. 

Ptihce Hassan said that (he 
U-N.-Iruq crisis is an interna- 
tional one and that there is 
general consensus that all that 
has been agreed upon must be 
respected. 

The Crown Prince said there 
were signs of optimism, and 
concentration on the human 
dimension, such as the 
increase in the amount of oil 
which Iraq can sell to buy 
medicine and food. 


T met with Arab ambas- 
sadors in Paris and I’ve had 
telephone calls from Arab 
officials who expressed their 
support fix the attempts being 
made by the secretary general. 
We have dene everything our 
duly demands us to do as a 
country neighbouring Iraq 
and as an Arab country” the 
Crown Prince said. 

He said that Jordan has been 
doing everything possible to 
contain the crisis and to end 
die suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple and bring abour stability to 
the region. 

While in Paris. Prince Has- 
san held talks with French 
President Jacques Chirac and 
stressed that a peaceful solu- 
tion to die crisis must be found 
in cider to save Iraq and the 
whole region the catastrophic 
consequences of a new mili- 
tary confrontation. 

The Crown Prince’s talks 
with President Chirac repre- 
sented what one official 
described as concerted Jor- 
danian contacts with world 
leaders able to influence the 


course of events in the U.N.- 
haqi crisis at this sensitive and 
critical stage in the standoff. 

Prince Hassan also held 
talks with Ml Annan on 
efforts to find a diplomatic 
solution to (he standoff over 
weapons inspections and save 
die whole region die disas- 
trous consequences of a mili- 
tary option. 

The Crown Prince was 
briefed by Mr. Annan on his 
last-ditch mission to Baghdad. 

In London, Prince Hassan 
held talks with British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook. Dur- 
ing his talks. Prince Hassan 
called on Iraq to implement all 
relevant UN. resolutions and 
underlined the need for end- 
ing the suffering of the Tragi 
people. 

Both Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Cook emphasised the need to 
exert all possible efforts to put 
the peace process back on 
track in order to achieve a 
comprehensive and lasting 
peace that guarantees the right 
of all parties. 


Sharon expected in Amman today 
for talks on water, JRY projects 

Mulki to meet Sharansky tomorrow 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Water —* and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin is 
expected to hold talks 
today with Israel’s minis- 
ter of infrastructure, Ariel 
Sharon, on bilateral rela- 
tions and joint projects, 
officials said. 

■ His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali may meet 
with Mr. Sharon, one offi- 
cial source told the Jordan 
Times. There was no offi- 
cial confirmation, howev- 


er, of whether His Majesty 
King Hussein would be 
meeting Mr. Sharon. 

Some officials said, 
however, that pro-Iraqi 
riots in Ma'an might, lead 
to the cancellation of the 
visit, amid heightened ten- 
sion in the region due to 
the Iraq-U.S. standoff over 
weapons inspections. 

One source indicated 
that Mr. Sharon may can- 
cel the trip if he is not 
assured of a high-profile 
visit with sufficient cover- 
age, a wish the Jordanians 
might be reluctant to com- 
ply with due to internal 
and regional pressures. 


The scheduled meeting 
between Mr. Haddadin and 
Mr. Sharon serves as a fol- 
low-up to talks held 
between the two officials 
in Israel on Wednesday. 

“The talks between Mr. 
Haddadin and Mr. Sharon 
will be a continuation of 
discussions held between 
them last week on water 
and Jordan Rift Valley 
(JRV) projects," an official 
told the Jordan Times on 
Saturday. 

Israel's minister of trade 
and industry, - Natan 

(Continued on page 7) 


Forcibly ousting Saddam from 
power seen as risky long shot 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright says 
that eventually “biology 
will work" and Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein will 
be gone. But if U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton is unwill- 
ing to wait, there are at least 
two other ways, short of 
assassination, that he might 
try to remove the Iraqi pres- 
ident from power. 

One is to encourage a 
militaiy coup, the other is 
to help a political opposi- 
tion group set up a new pro- 
visional government Both 
seem long shots, and the 
Clinton administration 
appears to share the doubts 
of some of Iraq’s neigh- * 
hours that replacing Presi-, 
dent Hussein would mean a 
mote stable Middle East. 

At an appearance in 
Nashville, Tennessee, on 
Thursday, Ms. Albright said 
Mr. Clinton is content, for 
now, to keep President 
Hussein “in his box” with- 
out undertaking the enor- 
mous risk of sending U.S. 
ground forces to try to top- 
ple him. 

“Ultimately, biology will 
work and he will disap- 
pear,” she said. 

Assassination of a foreign 
leader is prohibited by pres- 
idential order, so trying to 
remove the Iraqi president 
by force of arms would 
mean occupying the coun- 


try by seizing control of 
Baghdad, defeating the 
Republican Guard troops 
who sustain President Hus- 
sein and then safeguarding 
a new government 

“It’s just not in the cards,” 
said Harry Summers, a 
retired army colonel. He 
says the stakes are not high 
enough to. win U.S. public 
approval for an invasion of 
Iraq that would cost many 
lives — military and civil- 
ian. 

Mr. Clinton has ruled out 
the option. “I don’t believe 
we need to get into a direct 
war with Iraq over the lead- 
ership of the country,’' be 
said recently. 

Like former U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush in 1991, 
Mr. Clinton does not 
believe the American public 
would stand for having an 
American army of occupa- 


tion in Iraq for as long as it 
might take to put a crippled 
country back on a solid 
political footing. Nor does 
he believe other Arab coun- 
tries would accept it 

Still, it appeared from 
questions asked of Mr. 
Clinton’s top foreign policy 
advisers at Ohio State Uni- 
versity on Wednesday that 
some Americans are fed up 
with President Hussein's 
antics and wonder if there 
is not a way to eliminate 
him . 

“Are we willing to send 
troops in and finish the 
job?” an emotion-charged 
veteran asked. In reply, 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen said the aim 
was to get UN. inspectors 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Palestinian, Israeli officers destroy 
explosives seized in West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A senior PNA securi- 
ty official Wednesday said 
Palestinian and Israeli offi- 
cers last week blew up large 
quantities of explosives 
found in a West Bank facto- 
ry used by Hamas. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the hundreds of " kilo- 
grammes of highly explo- 
sive material Found in a fac- 
tory in the West Bank town 
of Nablus were moved to an 
area outside Palestinian con- 
trol and blown up by the two 
sides. 


Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, in 
Washington following Tues- 
day talks with U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, has set a 
PNA crackdown on mili- 
tants as a precondition for a 
long-delayed troop pullback 
in the West Bank. 

The PNA security official 
said Israeli and Palestinian 
security authorities had 
cooperated on the case of 
the Nablus-based factory. 
He said the explosion took 
place outside PNA-con- 
trolled areas, on West Bank 
land still uoder occupation. 


A PNA military court this 
week sentenced to 15 years 
with hard labour two mem- 
bers of Hamas for preparing 
explosives used in ibe July 
and September Jerusalem 
suicide attacks which killed 
21 Israelis. 

An Israeli paramilitary 
border police officer identi- 
fied as chief inspector 
Natan, commander of the 
West Bank bomb squad, told 
Israel Army Radio: “There 
was a flash of fire dozens of 
metres [high], the walls of 
the quarry' collapsed, a 
boom was heard at a dis- 


tance of several kilometres 
in the whole area.” 

“But as the boom wus 
heard there was also heart- 
felt relief that everything 
went ail right and that the 
sound was heard in the quar- 
ry and not somewhere else 
in the state of Israel," he 
said 

Another official, Tawfiq 
Al Tirawi. the PNA’s West 
Bank intelligence chief, said 
he met with Israeli security 
officials on Tuesday night 
and discussed with them 
Israeli violations of interim 
peace deals. 


Amnesty condemns trial of two 
Hamas activists as ‘flagrantly unfair’ 


AMMAN (J.T.i — 
Amnesty International (AD 
on Wednesday released a 
statement condemning as 
flagrantly unfair the dial on 
Jan. 19 of two Hamas 
activists accused of having 
set up a bomb factory in 
Nablus. 

Nasser Abu Al Rus and 
Jasser SaJameh were tried 
within days of their arrest, 
in a summary trial before 
the Slate Security Court in 
Jericho. The trial was held 
before military judges, with 
a military prosecutor, under 
the PLO code of 1 979 — up 
to now only used against 
members of the security 
services. The public were 
barred from the half-hour 
trial. The court appointed a 
military lawyer to represent 
the two defendants, and 
lawyers offering to repre- 
sent the defendants were 


not allowed into the court 
except to hear the sentences 
of 15 years imprisonment 
with hard labour, the state- 
ment read. 

“No one can tell whether 
those arrested are guilty or 
innocent when they are 
tried in such a way," Al 
said. “These abuses under- 
mine the judicial system 
and are a denial of justice.” 

The organisation also 
condemned the Palestinian 
National Authority's (PNA) 
prolonged detention with- 
out charge or trial of more 
than 150 suspected mem- 
bers of Islamist opposition 
groups. Some of these 
detainees have been held 
for more than a year while 
orders from the attorney 
general or the Palestinian 
High Court to release spe- 
cific detainees against 
whom no charges had been 


filed and no evidence pro- 
duced have been ignored, 
the statement continued. 

“After the Palestinian 
High Court ordered the 
immediate release, on 
grounds of unlawful deten- 
tion, of Shaikh Mahmud 
Musleh. a Hamas activist, 
in December 1997. he was 
taken for a short walk and 
then brought back to prison. 
He was told that he had 
been rearrested. That makes 
a mockery of the law.” Al 
said. 

In the context of the peace 
accords. Israel has put 
increasing pressure on the 
PNA to “fulfil its commit- 
ments to fighr terrorism" 
by. among other things, 
“the apprehension, prose- 
cution and punishment of 
terrorists." The Israeli Gov- 
ernment has used the issue 
of “terrorism” as an excuse 


for allowing the Israeli 
General Security Service to 
use practices which consti- 
tute torture during interro- 
gation and for holding over 
300 Palestinians in admin- 
istrative detention without 
trial. 

“It is now time for the 
PNA and Israel to accept 
that a government’s legiti- 
mate right to fight crime 
and violence can only be 
carried out with due respect 
for human rights ” Al said. 
“The international commu- 
nity. particularly the United 
States, which is brokering 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks, should also make it 
clear that they will not con- 
done or encourage human 
rights abuses such as unfair 
trials, detention without 
trial and torture." 


Iraq wants freeze on inspections of sensitive sites 


(Continued from page 1) 

the only obstacle to lifting 
the embargo was this ques- 
tion of access to presidential 
and sovereign sites, then he 
and l could meet again in 
April to talk about it.” Mr. 
Butler said. 

He said he doubted the 
technical meetings would 
“produce the outcome that 
he [.Aziz] had in mind.” 

Mr. Butler also said that if 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) inspectors 
asked him to authorise an 
Lilcmpi :c inspect a presi- 
dential or sovereign site in 
the meantime, he would do 
so. 

Mr. Butler left for the 
United States later on 
Wednesday after two days 
of hard and inconclusive 
talks. He will address the 
U.N. Security Council on 
Friday. 

The long-running stand- 


off between Iraq and the 
United Nations has threat-^* 
ened to develop into a fresh 
showdown between ' Bagh- ' 1 
dad and the West. 

On Tuesday, the U.N. 
arms inspector described his 
discussions in Baghdad as 
“quite direct, quite blunt-” 
and said Iraq had told him it 
had no fresh information to 
give him on its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Neither had it elaborated 
on a threat by Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein to set 
a six-month deadline for the 
inspectors to wrap up theii 
work. 

Earlier in the day he said 
the dispute could not drag 
on indefinitely and added: 

“I don’t think this play has 
many acts left.” 

In Washington, U.S. State 
Department Spokesman 
James Rubin on Tuesday 
reiterated the long-held U.S. 
view that military action 


against Iraq “is not ruled 
* out:”- 

“And when and if the time 
! contes. we are confident 
that those... whose assis- 
tance we need and whose 
support we have seen in the 
past will be with us.” he 
added. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen said on 
Wednesday the United 
States wanted a diplomatic 
solution but was determined 
not to allow Baghdad to 
threaten its neighbours with 
biological, chemical and 
nuclear i-.c. a .pvns. 

In a speech to sailors and 
aircrew on the U.S. aircraft 
carrier Independence in 
Japan, as it prepared to head 
for the Gulf, Mr. Cohen said 
they were to become part of 
a major U.S. force that 
would pressure President 
Hussein into complying 
with weapons inspections. 

“We are delermined to 


make sure that he is not 
going to have the capacity 
to threaten his neighbours, 
to threaten Kuwait, to 
threaten Saudi Arabia or to 
pose any threat to any of the 
countries in that region,” 
Mr. Cohen said. 

Mr. Butler said in an inter- 
view with Reuters on Tues- 
day that “words weren't 
minced” in his talks. 

One source described 
them as the “roughest in 
three years.” 

“1 was basically told there 
will be no new information. 
In iiard. sj.v.iunlLc terms of 
disarmament, that is proba- 
bly the most dispiriting 
thing that has been said in 
the last hours.” Mr. Butler 
added. 

He said Iraq’s refusal to 
let inspectors into ‘‘presi- 
dential sites.” announced 
during his previous visit in 
December, could not con- 
tinue indefinitely. 



PROPERTY CONFISCATION: An Israeli policeman Wednesday escorts a Palestinian man away from trying to Hock 
an Israeli bulldozer from working on land he claims he owns near the West Bank town of Hebrore US. President Bill 
Clinton is meeting this week with Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
to determine how much land will be returned to the Palestinians in the next phase of the stalled peace process (AP photo) - 


National unity lends support to Palestinian struggle — Regent 


(Continued from page I) 

country and ensuring a 
decent living for all its citi- 
zens." 

Prince Hasson recalled 
that his grandfather, the late 
King Abdullah, the founder 
of The Kingdom, used to 
describe the refugees as 
“people who took refuge in 
Jordan in order to partici- 
pate and contribute to 
building the nation.” 

He called on the public to 
deal with national matrers 
with clarity, openness and 
in an objective and realistic 
manner. 

“Jordan’s real concerns 
are poverty and unemploy- 
ment which the country is 
dealing with on. a aon-dis- 
criminatory bases because 
poverty does not differenti- 
ate between one group and 
another.” said the Regent 

Referring to the security 
aid package which Jordan 
adopted last year, he said 
this package is designed to 
combat poverty and unem- 
ployment among various 


groups of the society and to 
Fay the infrastructure for all 
regions of the Kingdom. 

He noted that the strategy 
of the social security pack- 
age is based on pure 
humanitarian considera- 
tions. and that it will deal 
with ail people on equal 
terms “because one cannot 
divide people into two 
groups, one of whom will 
be the sole beneficiary.” 

He said the social security 
package will be implement- 
ed on two tracks: a long 
term track aiming at creat- 
ing job opportunities and 
improving the infrastruc- 
ture and a short term track 
aiming at providing finan- 
cial aid to the needy people 
of Jordan. 

Emphasising . Jordan's 
firm stand regarding any 
settlement to the Palestin- 
ian refugee problem. Prince 
Hassan said: “There is no 
justification for any politi- 
cal concerns connected 
with the questions of set- 
tling [the refugees]” He 
said that there is consensus 


on the right of the refugees 
to return, to receive com- 
pensation and to reject set- 
tlement in countries other 
than their own. 

The Regent underlined 
the need for a comprehen- 
sive solution to the Middle 
East problem, noting that 
the stalled peace process 
has created a state of anxi- 
ety* and tension in the 
region. 

Prince Hassan said: “Jor- 
dan constitutes the lung for 
the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip... 
Jordan will continue to 
enhance trade and econom- 
ic cooperation with the 
Palestinians.” 

“The Palestinian imports 
from Israel -amount to $2.5- 
billion annually while Jor- 
dan’s exports to Palestine 
amount to mere $7 mil- 
lion.” the Prince said, not- 
ing that lack of Jordanian- 
Palestinian cooperation can 
only serve Israel’s interests. 

Prince Hassan underlined 
Jordan’s firm policy of 
maintaining strong cooper- 


ation and integration with 
all Arab countries, noting 
that Jordan's trade with the 
Arab World far exceeds that 
of any Arab country. 

Stressing that Jordanians 
should deal with all issues 
as a single family and as 
partners in construction. 
Prince Hassan said that Jor- 
danians should rely only on 
facts and the truth rather 
than rumours aimed at 
belittling the Kingdom’s 
achievements. 

Among those attending 
the iftar were representa- 
tives of Baqaa, Al Hussein, 
Madaba, Zarqa and Hitteen 
refugee camps who lined 
the streets to greet the 
Crown Prince. 

In the dialogue that, fol - 
lowed the Regent's speech,,., 
notable speakers reaffirmed > 
allegiance to the country 
and King and thanked 
Prince Hassan for his visit. 
They also echoed his call 
for cohesion among mem- 
bers of the Jordanian family 
and for enhancing the 
national unity. ’ 


Aziz accuses U.N. weapon inspectors of incompetence 


(Continued from page 1) 

UNSCOM were highly- 
trained scientists, and that 
when one of them briefs a 
U.N. inspector using scien- 
tific terms “their counter- 
part does not understand 
and reacts in a suspicious 
manner.” 

Also on Wednesday, an 
Iraqi diplomat dismissed as 
“propaganda" a British 


accusation that Iraq was 
producing enough anthrax 
to fill two missile warheads 
a week. 

The diplomat told 
reporters here, reacting to 
comments in Hong Kong by 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook: “It s just pro- 
paganda.” 

The diplomat denied that 
Iraq held any of the deadly 
germ warfare agent, saying 


that “at the end of the war. 
Iraq had no activities in any 
biological or chemical 
weapons.” 

Mr. Cook told a news con- 
ference in Hong Kong that 
“with every passing day. 
Saddam Hussein can con- 
tinue to expand his arsenal 
of chemical and biological 
weapons.” 

“Every week, Saddam 
Hussein is creating enough 


additional anthrax to fill 
two missile warheads/' . 

U.N. officials were unable; 
to confirm the information^ 
in Mr. Cook's statement ~ 

Iraq has admitted to TO 
tonnes of anthrax, but the. 
U.N. weapons inspectors ; 
have been unable to. verify 
the information, and suspect . 
that the amounts held may: 
be more than three times as 
high. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TbL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

Thursday Programmes 

14:10 My little Fairy Tale 

14:30 French Programme 

16:15 Prayers 

16:30 Believe and Behave 

17:00 -NBA 

18:00 The Prince & The Pauper 

18:30 News Headlines 

18:35 Big Brother Jake 

19:00 -..Le Journal 

19:05 .Ramadan Talks 

19:35 .Black Hat Chef 

20:00 .Over a Cup of Tea 

20:30 Lois & Clark 

21:10 The Oprah Winfrey Show 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 .Feature Rim: “The 

Mouse in the Comer" 

23:59 Musich Show 

Friday Programmes 

14:10 - - Ruxpin 

14:30 French Programmes 

16:15 - -Prayers 

16:30 Believe and Behave 

17:00 Wishbone 

17:30. .Metro Cafe* 

18:30 News Headlines 

18:35 - SmallTalk 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 RamdanTalk 

19:35 .... Life on the Internet 

20:00 -Friends 

20:30 Adventures of Brisco 

County 

21:10 - Knife w the Hean 

22:00 .News in English 

22:30 Mini-series— Streets of 
Lari do 

23:15 Jftuure Flim: “Fatal 

Friendship” 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:10 — Fajr 

06 JO - (Sunrise! Duha 

11:47 — Dhuhr 

14:39 — 'Asr 

17:04 Maghreb 

18:24 - - Tsha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 

771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 865897 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
English-speaking 


Latin CotboBcs Parish TcL 
614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment n/Mc'teomlopy 
Temperatures arc expected to 
rise gradually during the 
weekend. It will be sunny and 
warm during the day becom- 
ing cool at night with winds 
southeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be souther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 

Amman 05/17 

Aqaba 10/24 

Deserts .03/ 1 3 

Jordan Valley 09/22 

Yesterday’s high temperatures; 
Amman 15. Aqaba 21 Humid- 
ity readings; Amman 54 per 
cenL Aqaba 37 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Wisam Hzavyin „ 
Dr. MukhlesMaahrab 
Dr. Hatem Haimona 


....748563 
_..820425 

674984 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayyim 63)115 

Firas pharmacy .......661912 

Ferdows pharmacy -.778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 


Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRBID: 

De FawziAbulHaiJa 152970 

Al Quds pharmacy — t — ) 


Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan _..774l 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

SI 56 1 5 

Electric Power Company 
- ...636381 


Zarqa National Hospital 

— (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al Ktkma Modern Hospital 

.(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 


ZARQA: 

RJ Flight Information 44- 

- r „, 

(02)275555 

Dr. Salah Al Safarini ..987565 

53200 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

Khalifefa pharmacy 9854 1 7 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 44- 
53200 


(02)27^75 


Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
- (02)247100 

EMERGENCIES 

HOSPITALS 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 ( 

AMMAN: 


40313(4111 


Civil Defence Department 

- 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ... 1 99 
Rescue Police 192 621 1 II. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 6l?l0l 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TVaffic Police ,896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 III 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623 101 

Abdnli Telephone Repairs 
661101 


Hussein Medical Centre 

81 38 13/32 

Khalidi Maternity. ...W42SI/6 
Akfleh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital .....669131 
University Hospital ...-.845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 66(3126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AkMuhqjreen 

.777101/3 

Al-Bashir. — 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka >891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Ann! Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...S65 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

- (09)983323 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied bv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06 JO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

08:15 - Sanaa (RJ) 

08:25 -.Bombay (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:30 New Delhi (RJ) 


10:05 _ Beirut (RJ) 

10:05 --Muscat. Doha (RJ) 

10:15 -Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

Mfc30 Colombo OU) 

11:00 5hariqah tadd) (RJ) 

15:00 .. New York, Amsterdam tRJ) 

16:25 London (R!) 

17:20 Al 'Ain (RJ) 

18:05 Athens (RJ) 

18:05 — — Kuwait (RJ) 

18:10 ....Abu Dhabi. Doha (RJ) 
18:55 ...Bongkok. Calcutta (RJi 

19:30 — Moscow (RJ) 

23:05 Lamaca(RJ) 

02:30 Teddah (addHRJ) 

Other Flights 

13:15 _ Riyadh (SV) 

hfcfO -Shari qah (AH) 

15rf>0 DahatQRj 

15:20 .Muscat. Doha (GF) 

16:00 Dubai lEK) 

16:30 - — Rome (AZ) 

2WX) .Tel Aviv (MS) 

2Q‘- 10 — .Beirut (ME) 

30:40 Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

23:30 London, Beirut (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21; 20 — -.Aqaba (RW) 

3 2:5 0 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW 


06:20 


10:00 

10:00 

- - Al ’Ain(Rf) 

10:10 Abu Dhabi; Doha (add) (RJ) 
11:00 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
11:30 .....Tunis, Casablanca (RJj 

12:10 


12:15 


12:20 

19:50 

Athens (TRJ) 

20:10 


20:30 


21-30 

Iwisfah tRJ) 

23:00 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03.-00 



08:00. 


11:20 . 


14:45 


15:00. 


15:55 


16:20 

17:00 

17:30 

—Abu Dhabi. Doha (OF) 
Rome (AZ) 


21:20 — .Tei Aviv (LY) 

21:40 -Cairo (MS) 

08:00 JBeirut (ME) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

06:45 Ammon (Marka Airport) (RW) 

08:15 Aqaba (RW) 

09:30 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
16:45 Amman (Marka Airport) 
<RW) 

17 ^5 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:50 AoabalRW) 
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Home News 

Queen Alia Fund Ramadan 
campaign brings help to needy 


By Suha Ma'ayeh 

Special to the JunLnt Times 

AKAlDER — A smile lit up 
dv ageina face or Um Said 
after volunteers, carrying 
rations of badly-needed rice, 
sugar, lentils and blankets, 
entered her shabby house. 

Site is one of several thou- 
sands of Jordanians who have 
benefited from a yearly cam- 
paign bunched by the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Devel- 
opment (QAF) and organised 
during the month of Ramadan 
id comfort Jordan's growing 
number of poor scanered 
jcioss the Kingdom. 

-In our village, almost 
everyone is in need." said Um 
SaiiL a mother of eight whose 
husband died ten years ago. 
leaving her with no income. 

“Ji makes me feel happy 
thnj there are others who care 
and feel for us." she added. 
"The QAF charity campaign 
makes as feel human and 
allows us to improve our liv- 
ing conditions." 

HRH Princess Basma. pres- 
ident of the QAF. initialed the 
campaign in 1991 to reflect 
the spirit of Ramadan, when 
Muslims are encouraged to 
engage in acts of philan- 
thropy. 

As Um Said *poke. 
Princess Basma met with tens 
of villagers at a run-down 
school in the remote village 
of Akaider. 48 kilometres 
north of Mafrnq. and listened 
to their needs. 

Residents, many of them 
shepherds and farmers, 
thanked her for the help 
extended by the QAF and 
aired their grievances. They 
said they wanted the govern- 
ment to set up a health care 
centre, improve the school 
building and solve problems 
associated with a nearby 
garbage dump. 

Princess Basma has for 
years appealed to institutions 
and individuals in Jordan and 
abroad to give "what they feel 
is the right zakat (alms] or 
akflto help the.campaign and. 


help the QaF implement 
social development projects 
in the badia and other rural 
and poor areas. 

The fund has collected over 
JD1.3 million in tax-exempt 
donations over the past seven 
years, enahlinu it io help 
750.000 individuals. 

Mamdouh Abbadi. mayor 
of the Greater Amman Area 
iGAA). is heading a fundrais- 
ing committee for the cam- 
paign. Last week, the GAA 
donated JD50.000. 

This year's campaign is 
focusing on long-term 
income-generating projects to 
improve the lot of people and 
maintain their dignity - . So far. 
over 757 families have bene- 
fited. 

Families can become pro- 
ductive and earn money 
instead of relying on trndi- 
liona) aid — vmah uniaunts 
of money given by the state 
and its over 700 charities to 
buy food and other humani- 
tarian needs. 

“Sustainability is the key 
word in terms of combating 
poverty if we. as non -govern- 
mental organisations |NGOs] 
and the QAF. can focus on 
enhancing self-reliance 

through income-generating 
programmes." Princess 
Basma said. "This is one of 
the goals of the campaign." 

Princess Basma said the 
campaign sought to translate 
the spirit of Ramadan into 
tangible actions “because of 
the very difficult and h;irsh 
economic and social condi- 
tions" facing some segments 
of Jordanian society. 

“The values of this month 
embody solidarity and com- 
passion. We reflect, through 
tire campaign, a lofr of con- 
crete efforts and actions by 
different factions of society’ 
— NGOs, youth and 
women's organisations, scout 
clubs and charitable soci- 
eties," she added. 

Income-generating projects 
launched by QAF during the 
month of Ramadan have 
focused on agriculture, handi- 


crafts, food preservation and 
processing, animal hus- 
bandry-, medicinal and herbal 
plant projects. 

The campaign kicked off 
after Jordan plunged into a 
deep economic crisis in 1989 
that reduced the purchasing 
power of the currency. 

Princess Basma said the 
QAF was acting as a catalyst 
between all these parties to 
activate concrete pro- 
grammes and projects and 
help offer “solutions and par- 
tial solutions" to problems 
through such projects. 

"So many families cannot 
afford to provide their chil- 
dren with extra needs." she 
said. “Economically, a school 
sachet [food rations ;md 
clothes) is very difficult for a 
poor family tu obtain.” 

Tlie campaign has helped 
highlight the issue of poverty 
as well as unemployment, 
officially estimated at 15 per 
cent and unofficially at 
between 22 and 27 per cent. 

Princess Basma said the 
QAFengaged in tough prepa- 
rations prior to the campaign 
to help identify needy fami- 
lies and the projects that suit 
their needs. 

"There are many eases that 
actually continue to be drawn 
or brought to our attention." 
she said. “So it is an ongoing 
effort which takes place dur- 
ing the year.” 

The campaign also provides 
medicine and medical equip- 
ment such as wheelchairs for 
individuals and expensive 
dialysis machines for hospi- 
tals. 

“Medicine is very expen- 
sive and there are a lot of 
health problems which we 
aim to address through the 
campaign," said Princess 
Basma. 

It also helps needy people 
by covering die cost of 
surgery, whether partially or 
fully, and granting scholar- 
ships and assistamships to 
university and high school 
students. 



Institute of Diplomacy President Kamel Abu Jaber awards a graduate a diploma at 
ceremony held Wednesday. The first class from the institute comprised 43 members, 
including six women (Petra photo) 

Institute of Diplomacy graduates first class 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
first class of diplomats 
from the Institute of 
Diplomacy (ID; graduat- 
ed Wednesday following 
completion of a 15-month 
Higher Diploma Pro- 
gramme in diplomacy and 
foreign service. 

All 43 members of the 
group, which included six 
women, hold bachelor of 
arts or masters degrees in 
social sciences. 

They were referred to 
the institute by the min- 
istries of foreign affairs, 
higher education, plan- 
ning and information, as 
well as the Jordan Armed 
Forces, the Public Securi- 
ty Department aod the 
Investment Promotion 
Corporation. 

ID President Kamel Abu 
Jaber, who presided over 


the graduation ceremony, 
said Jordan, which occu- 
pies a small geographical 
area in the Middle East, 
has won the respect of the 
world thanks to its 
Hashemite leadership and 
its keen endeavours to 
achieve peace. 

The Jordanian leader- 
ship has been more active 
than others in the search 
of peace and in bolstering 
inter- Arab and inter- 
i si antic relations, accord- 
ing to Dr. Abu Jaber. a 
former foreign minister. 
He said that in this 
endeavour, the Kingdom 
has been acting on the 
principles ot the Great 
Arab Revolt, led by Sharif 
Hussein Ben Ali. and its 
message for the Arab 
Wor!d~and in the footsteps 
of the late King Abdullah, 


the founder of the King- 
dom. 

The ID. established in 
1994. is academically 
linked to the University of 
Jordan. It opened its first 
three-term training pro- 
gramme in September 
1996, with courses offered 
in international relations, 
international law, negotia- 
tions among states, strate- 
gic security studies, 
administration, settling of 
disputes among countries, 
communication skills, 
Arabic and foreign lan- 
guages, Arab and Islamic 
civilisation and informat- 
ics, among other topics. 

The trainees also attend- 
ed workshops in which 
academics and diplomats 
from Jordan and other 
countries gave lectures on 
development, politics and 
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35-year-old Syrian national convicted of 
June 1997 triple murder, sentenced to death 


By Rana Husscini 

Jordan Times Stu]f Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Wednesday sentenced 
a 35-year-old Syrian national 
to death after convicting him 
of murdering a family of 
three at their Amman apart- 
ment lust June. 

Fateh Jlasi stood motion levs' 
as Criminal Court Presiding 
Judge Mohammad Ajurmeh 
handed down the death sen- 
tence. 

Mr. Jlasi reportedly con- 
fessed to authorities on June 
19 that he killed Jamal Abdo, 
38, his wife Manal Olhman. 
35, and their two-year-old son 
Khalid on June 16 and 17 to 
settle a financial score with 
Mr. Abdo’s father. 

"This is the least he cuuid 
sicl” the victim's brother 


Nasser Abdo told the Jordan 
Times outside the court. 

“We were confident in the 
justice of tlte Jordanian judi- 
cial system and we are sure 
that the government will 
apply the appropriate punish- 
ment and execute him," said 
the 43-year-old man. 

Mr. Jlasi was convicted by 
the tribunal, which included 
Judges Issa Harridan and 
Mifleh Mubeidin, on all five 
charges pressed against him 
— theft, molestation, arson, 
abduction, and premeditated 
murder t three counts t. 

Mr. J Iasi's lawyer Ibrahim 
Sharh said he would appeal 
the decision at the Court of 
Cassation. 

“This is the court's opin- 
ion," he said. ""But there is 
the Court of Cassation, which 
will examine the case and be 


the ultimate judge." 

Mr. Jlasi had retracted pre- 
vious confessions made to 
police interrogators, telling 
the court that he was not the 
actual killer and that he only 
wanted to abduct them for 
ransom. He blamed the fami- 
ly’s deaths on "three other 
people, all Syrians, who said 
they would kill my children if 
I did not confess that 1 was 
the killer." 

He also claimed that he suf- 
fered from depression and 
mental illness, a charge 
denied by a defence psychia- 
trist and other witnesses. 

As for claims that he was 
Uireatened by three other 
individuals, tile court main- 
tained that “it contradicted 
with reality, the defendant's 
confession and the re-enact- 
ment of the murders in front 


of the criminal prosecutor.” 

According to court tran- 
scripts. the suspect, who 
arrived in the Kingdom in 
March to kill the family, went 
to their house three months 
later, drugged them and killed 
Mr. Abdo and Ms. Othman. 
He set their apartment ablaze 
and fled the scene with the 
child. 

The suspect took the child 
to a relative's house to try and 
keep him there, but the 
w'oman refused to receive 
him. Afterwards, he strangled 
Khalid placed him in the 
car’s trunk and drove him to a 
farm in Madaba. where he 
buried him the follow ing day. 
the transcripts said. 

Mr. Jlasi told interrogators 
shortly after his arrest that he 
killed the Syrian family to 
take revenee for a financial 


dispute with Mr. Abdo's 
father. 

He claimed that he owed 
the victim's father seven mil- 
lion Syrian lira (approximate- 
ly JD 1 1 6,000) and that he had 
to sell his house in Syria, 
which he claimed was worth 
14 million lira (JD 13 2. 000) 
for nine million Lira 
(JD 150,000) to pay him back. 

The couple were discov- 
ered by Civil Defence 
Department rescue teams that 
xx'ere called in to extinguish 
the fire at their apartment, 
opposite the University of 
Jordan. 

Criminal Prosecuior Saleh 
Lawzi. who last week asked 
the court in his closing argu- 
ment to convict Mr. Jlasi on 
all charges to set an example 
for others, had asked the court 
for the maximum penalty. 


Ministry 
to make 
data 

available 

on-line 


By Ahmed Naser 

Sptviul io the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A construction 
sector databank that took mo 
years to prepare by the Public 
Tenders Department (PTD) at 
the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing will soon be made 
available on the Internet and a 
commercial Intranet, according 
to PTD officials. 

"The aim of this on-line data- 
bank is to provide accurate 
information to private contrac- 
tors submitting bids to public 
tenders. This information will 
mirror itself on better perfor- 
mance, both cost and time- 
wise. for all concerned parties," 
said Salem Ma’iyoh. PTD 
director of planning and stud- 
ies. 

The projected on-line data- 
bank comes as result of a con- 
tract signed earlier this week 
between the Ministry of Public 
Works and ACCESS, a leading 
financial information provider. 
Minister of Public Works Nass- 
er Lawzi signed on behalf of 
the ministry and ACCESS 
General Manager Suhail 
Nadeh signed for the company. 

‘The Ministry of Aiblic 
Works was the first govern- 
mental department to make its 
data available on the Web,” Dr. 
Lawzi noted after the signing. 

Nasser Madadheh. PTD 
director general, said the web- 
site and agreement with 
ACCESS come as pan of the 
department’s comprehensive 
outlook towards encouraging 
investment by making infor- 
mation more readily available. 

Mr. Madadheh added that 
this innovation "would be fol- 
lowed by more pioneering 
steps." 

Mr. Nadeh said the develop- 
ing information sector in the 
Kingdom would benefit 
strongly from governmental 
encouragement and support. 

Contractors wishing to sub- 
mit bids, however, will still 
have to be conducted in person 
at the Public Tender* Depart- 
ment. 

The PTD’s website will be 
managed by an outside website 
design ci*mpany, but content 
will be supplied from databases 
of the Public Tenders Depart- 
ment and redistributed by 
ACCESS. 

The databank will also be 
made available to banks and a 
large number of private corpo- 
rations. 

The on-line databank will 
also include information on 
prices of construction materi- 
als. profiles of construction 
companies, and costs of 
turnkey projects, us well as the 
PTO's regulations. 
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what’s going on 


CONCERT 

* From Arabia to Andalu- 
sia" in concert, presented by 
Freddy For Music, at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on 
Thursday, at 8:00 p.m. 


exhibitions 

+ "Gertrude Bell Exhibition' 
at The British Council. Jabal 
Amman, until Jun. 22. 

* Display of Noor Al-Hus- 
sein Foundation tNAF) prod- 
ucts at the NAF Jordan Design 


and Trade Centre, off Wadi 
Saqra Street (Tel. 699141/2), 
until Jan. 31 (8:00 o.m.-4:00 
p.m.l. 

* Installation by Jordanian 
artist Ali Jabri (until Jan. 27). 
Also displaying contemporary 
Arab artist exhibition (until Jan. 


27) at Darat Al Funun, Jabal A1 
Weibdeh {Tel. 643251). 

* Works by about a hundred 
artists from Iraq, Syria, Sudan. 
Lebanon and Jordan at Ham- 
murabi Art Gallery, Gardens 
Street, until Feb. 20 (Tel. 
5536098). 


Urban development corporation awards 
JD850,000 tender for housing construction 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Housing and Urban 
Development Corporation 
(HUDC) Wednesday 
awarded a local construc- 
tion company a tender 
worth JDS50.000 to build 
the second phase of the 
new Marka Housing 
Estate in eastern Amman. 

HUDC Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat, who 
signed the contract, said 
the project entails con- 


structing 10 buildings 
u jrh a rotal of 68 flats. 

The flats are divided 
into three categories 
according to area. The 
first includes 42 fiats of 
1 10 square metres, the 
second 18 fiats of 91 
square metres, and the 
third eight fiats of S5 
square metres in area 
each. 

According to Mr. 
Hiyasat. the 22-month 


project is considered com- 
plementary to rhe first 
Marka esiate. which con- 
sisted of 274 residential 
fiats of three categories. 
The fiats of the first phase 
were distributed in 1995. 

Mr. Hiyasat noted that 
the housing units will 
benefit government 

employees at a time when 
demand by limited- 
income groups for reason- 
ably priced housing units 


is continually growing. 

He said that the HUDC 
seeks to build housing 
estates, complete with 
public utilities, schools, 
shopping centres, and 
integrated healrh. social 
and cultural services, 
around the country. 

According to Mr. 
Hiyasat, employees may 
apply to buy "the fiais 
within the coming two 
months. 


Palestinians rap U.S. for failure to push Netanyahu 


(Continued from page 1 1 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat is to meet 
on Thursday with Mr. 
Clinton, who is expected 
to put to him the proposal 
already rejected by Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

The United States is try- 
ing to convince Mr. 
Netanyahu to hand over 
some 11 to 14 per cent of 
the West Bank in return 
for written Palestinian 
commitments to step up 
action against ami-israeli 
militants, the Israeli daily 
Haaretz said. 

Bui Mr. Netanyahu 
“refused to budge" from 
his plan for a smaller 
withdrawal, his aides 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu is pre- 
pared to accept a maxi- 
mum withdrawal of 
around nine per cent, and 
only after the Palestinians 


fulfil strict demands on 
security issues which Mr. 
Arafat's officials have 
already rejected. 

The head of the Jewish 
Settlers Council in the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Aharon Domb. who 
is opposed to any troop 
puljback, praised Mr. 

Netanyahu for rejecting 
the American pressure. 

“I am proud of our 
prime minister,” Mr. 

Domb told AFP. “He did- 
n’t give up and he didn't 
give in. When one talks of 
a breakthrough (in peace 
talks] it really means 
withdrawing” front the 
West Bank. 

Abdul Rahman insisted 
the United States “draw a 
red line" for Mr. 

Netanyahu to save the 
Washington talks or else 
“the doors of conflict 
would be thrown wide 

open." 


"The United States must 
draw a red line with 
Netanyahu, because 
whenever an American 
president draws a red line 
on Israel, the Israeli gov- 
ernment always retreats." 
he. said.. 

If “Netanyahu returns 
[from Washington! with- 
out a commitment to the 
agreements we have 
signed, it will mean a 
return to violence in the 
Middle East," Mr. Rah- 
man warned. 

If the Washington meet- 
ings fail, “there is no 
option for the Palestinians 
and the Arabs but total 
resistance, backed by 
international law. to liber- 
ate out occupied land." he 
said. 

"We are prepared to 
make whatever sacrifices 
are needed because we are 
in a struggle for existence. 
We had hoped to reach 


peace by peaceful means, 
but we are not going to 
accept more settlement 
and more occupation.” he 
said. 

The Palestinians have 
insisted Israel conduct a 
three-phase West Bank 
withdrawal in accordance 
to self-rule accords which 
the Palestinians say 
should give them control 
over 90 per cent of the 
West Bank by later this 
year. 

Backed by the United 
States, they also demand 
Mr. Netanyahu call a halt 
to settlement construction 
in the West Bank. 

The United States seeks 
to end the 10-month dead- 
lock and bring the two 
sides into accelerated 
negotiations over a final 
peace accord, which the 
Palestinians worn to give 
them a state in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Netanyahu stands firm, says 'prepared to make redeployment 7 in W. Bank 


(Continued from page I ) 

"When historians will 
look back at this, they 
will absolutely be 
astounded at this one-sid- 
edness and the short- 
sightedness." he asserted. 

To underscore his argu- 
ments. Mr. Netanyahu 
brought to the podium 
two relatives of murder 
victims that w r ere 
allegedly killed by Pales- 
tinians who have not 
been brought to justice. 

"Where is the justice? 


My brother is buried in 
the ground and his mur- 
derers are walking free." 
asked Sigal Megadish, 
the sister of an Israeli 
victim. Ms. Megadish 
said the killers were now 
working as Palestinian 
police. 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
flatly rejected U.S. 
demands for a halt to 
Jewish settlement expan- 
sion. saying such a move 
would “freeze life" and 
launch a “process of 
decay and death.” 


He argued that Jewish 
settlements were concen- 
trated on less than one 
per cent of West Bank 
territory and that expan- 
sion of these communi- 
ties represented less than 
“one tenth of one per 
cent” of the land. 

But it is on the issue of 
Israeli security that Mr. 
Netanyahu attempted to 
present his most forceful 
arguments, stating that 
Israel must keep land 
considered vital to keep 
the peace. 


“We musr have rhe min- 
imal buffers to protect 
the Jewish state today 
and tomorrow." Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

“Because an Israel that 
cannot be conquered, that 
cannot be over-run, is an 
Israel with which the 
Arabs make peace.” he 
added. 

In Gaza City Wednes- 
day, discouraged Pales- 
tinians warned of vio- 
lence but Jewish settlers 
rejoiced at Mr. Netan- 
yahu's firm stance. 


Bodies of Hajous sent to Iraq, Ouchi’s to Lebanon for burial 


(Continued from page 1) 

a crown was carried in front 
of the procession. 

Eight people, including the 
Hajous, were found stabbed 
to death early on Sunday in 
the three-storey villa owned 
by wealthy Iraqi business- 
man Sami Thomas George, 
who was among the victims. 

Police have found two cars 
used by the unknown 
assailants to escape after 
committing the crime which 
they say carried the hall- 
marks of a professional hit 
squad or an intelligence- 
trained team. One of the 
recovered vehicles belonged 
to Hajou. 

Shouting Allahu Akbar 
(God is Greatest), Mr. Weiss 
and several other men carried 
the Hajous two dark coffins 
on their shoulders and placed 
them on two separate vehi- 


cles bedecked with flowers. 

The couple's son Ayman. 
16, wept as the wooden 
coffins, sealed with red wax. 
were put on two cars. 

Police halted traffic around 
the area for a while as the 
four-car motorcade left for 
the 1 2-hour overland trip to 
Baghdad, escorted by Iraqi 
embassy employees and rela- 
tives of Hajou, who served in 
Jordan for the past four 
years. 

Police are still interrogat- 
ing a Greek woman, Anasta- 
sia Lidaki, 37, a girlfriend of 
George, who survived the 
attack with several wounds 
and is providing crucial evi- 
dence on the identity of the 
murderers. 

The woman, who has said 
she saw four to five attackers 
speaking with a distinct Iraqi 
accent, is in stable condition 
and recovering in hospital 


under a tighi security watch. 

In addition to the Hajous, 
George and Ouchi. two other 
Iraqis and two Egyptians, 
including the villa’s watch- 
man, were killed. 

All the victims had their 
hands and legs tied and 
received over 10 stabs in var- 
ious pans of their bodies. 
Many had their throats slit 
open. 

George is believed to have 
arranged private business 
deals for Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein and his eldest 
son, Uday. for the past 
decade. He has been residing 
in Jordan for over five years 
and is divorced. 

Officials say the motive of 
the grizzly murder that has 
enraged many Jordanians 
remains unclear. Bur there 
were indications that it was 
related to financial disputes 
involving Ouchi. 


The Associated Press quot- 
ed Western diplomats as say- 
ing that Ouchi, 48. ran a front 
company for President Sad- 
dam which imported food 
into Iraq. He was also appar- 
ently involved in illegal arms 
imports and owed the Iraqi 
leadership millions of dol- 
lars. 

But his family deny that the 
slain businessman had any 
deals for President Saddam 
or that he had political differ- 
ences with Baghdad. Ouchi 
was managing the Lebanese 
branch of the family's busi- 
ness empire — General 
Mediterranean Holding Co., 
a Luxembourg investment 
firm with 60 offices world- 
wide. It is involved in 
tourism, real estate, pharma- 
ceuticals and sugar. 




4 World News 


Cohen visits Korean DMZ 


to illustrate landmine need 


PANMUNJOM. South 
Korea (AFP) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen visited a former 
North Korean invasion 
route Wednesday to illus- 
trate why Washington has 
not joined in a global ban 
on anti-personnel land- 
mines. 

With U.S. soldiers stand- 
ing guard. Mr. Cohen 
inspected a 150-metre 
stretch of road near the 
Demilitarised Zone that 
runs through fields sown 
with hundreds of anti-tank 
and ami-personnel mines. 

“Without these mines our 
troops would be vulnerable, 
indeed the people of South 
Korea would be vulnerable 
to a surprise attack and the 
strength of a million-man 
army on the other side of 
the DMZ." Mr. Cohen said. 

The two-lane black-top. 
which runs through the 
mountains north to the 
truce village at 
Panmunjom. was one of the 
main routes used by the 
North Korean army to 
invade the South in 1950. 

Main Supply Route One 
today runs through an 
obstacle course of mine- 


fields. 1 0-foot high 'tanks 
walls” and traps engineered 
to drop slabs of concrete 
across the road in rimes of 
war. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton last year bowed to 
the Pentagon’s argument 
that mines were indispens- 
able on the Korean 
Peninsula, and refused to 
sign the Ottawa treaty ban- 
ning anti-personnel land- 
mines without an exception 
for Korea. 

But the ban continues to 
gain political momentum 
with each new’ signatory. 
Jodie Williams, who won 
the Nobel Peace Prize for 
leading the campaign to 
ban landmines, is due here 
Feb. 2-5 at the invitation of 
South Korean environmen- 
talists. 

A one-year U.S. moratori- 
um on the use of anti-per- 
sonnel land mines begins 
next year, except in Korea, 
and die U.S. administration 
has pledged to try to come 
up with an alternative to 
landmines in Korea by 
2006. 

None has been found yet. 
according to Mr. Cohen, 
although different tech- 


nologies are being 
explored. ‘ 

"It’s well and good that 
we‘re determined to find 
alternatives if they exist, 
but they must not in any 
way diminish the security 
that currently is being pro- 
vided by the landmines in 
place." Mr. Cohen said. 

There are as many as a 
million mines planted along 
the south side of the DMZ, 
all of them South Korean. 
But U.S. plans call for the 
planting of millions more in 
designated areas if war 
breaks out, a U.S. military 
official said. 


With Seoul 27 miles from 


the DMZ, and 65 per cent 
of the North Korean forces 
massed near the frontier, 
U.S. military planners insist 
that mines are needed to 
slow down invading forces 
and channel them into "kill 
zones." 

Mr. Cohen, who arrived 
here from Japan, flew from 
Camp Boniface near the 
DMZ by helicopter to a 
U.S. military range north- 
east of Seoul to watch a live 
fire exercise and give a pep 
talks to Gls training in the 
biting mountain cold. 


U.S. ‘toxic ship’ exports to 
India spark Greenpeace protest 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Activists of environmental 
group Greenpeace demon- 
strated here Wednesday 
against U.S. ships contain- 
ing toxic substances being 
sent to India to be broken 
up. 

About 75 people, protest- 
ing outside the U.S. 
embassy, said ships con- 
taining asbestos and lead- 
based paints were broken 
up at the western Indian 
port of Alang in the state of 
Gujarat. 

Greenpeace International 
spokesman Nitvanand 
Jayaraman said on average 
one worker at the port died 
each day because of 
“abysmal" safety stan- 
dards. 

Mr. Jayaraman. who said 


a memorandum was sent to 
the ambassador urging the 
United States to stop send- 
ing ships to Bangladesh. 
India and Pakistan, added: 
"As far as the U.S. is con- 
cerned. developing nations 
are the scavengers of the 
world with India heading 
the pack. 

“Otherwise, why would 
they be sending their poiso- 
nous wastes to facilities 
with abysmal worker safe- . 
ty and environmentaLcon- 
ditions.**-- " 1 

No one at the embassy 
was available for comment. 

According to media 
reports, about 300 ships 
came to India from around 
the globe in 1996 for 
breaking. 

“Unofficial figures say 


that at least one worker is 
killed eveiyday in the ship- 
breaking yards in Alang 
due to exposure to toxins 
and unsafe working condi- 
tions.” Mr. Jayaraman said. 

He said workers were 
exposed to asbestos, a can- 
cer-inducing substance, 
and lead which was a 
"cumulative poison" 

affecting the central ner- 
vous system. 

India's Supreme Court 
... last May banned the import 
• * of hazardous chemicals-. 

But Mr. Jayaraman 
added: “Even after the 
court decision the United 
States remains the largest 
exporter of hazardous 
chemicals. It remains one 
of the few nations that has 
exported zinc ash.” 





From a mountaintop 
observation post. Mr. 
Cohen could see MI-Al 
battle tanks and Bradley 
Fighting vehicles and 
Apache helicopters firing 
volleys of cannon and rock- 
et fire into a mountainside. 

On his last stop of an 11- 
day seven country tour. Mr. 
Cohen is scheduled to meet 
Thursday with Korea’s 
President-elect Kim Dae- 
Jung and outgoing 
President Kim Young-Sam. 

The talks are expected to 
deal with the impact of the 
economic crisis on South 
Korea's military budgets 
and its weapons procure- 
ment plans. 

The crisis is reported to 
have derailed some major 
arms purchases, including 
an estimated billion dollar 
deal for AWACS radar sur- 
veillance planes that was 
being negotiated with 
Boeing. 

As he did in visits last 
week to South East Asian 
countries. Mr. Cohen was 
expected to offer assur- 
ances that Washington 
would try to help work out 
ways to stretch out or 
restructure arms purchases. 


Ousted 

Cambodian 


co-premier 
calls for talks 
on proposed 
ceasefire 


Activists from the environmental group Greenpeace act out a short scene to protest 
the breaking up in India of U.S. ships containing toxic substances in front of the U.S. 
embassy (.AFP photo! 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Deposed Cambodian co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh Wednesday pro- 
posed opening negotiations to 
discuss a ceasefire offer put for- 
ward by strongman Hun Sen. 

“I am very much in fevor (of) 
the principle of a cessation of 
all hostilities which have 
caused so much destruction, 
suffering and death.” the exiled 
prince said in a statement from 
Bangkok where he is now stay- 
ing. 

“I propose as a practical 
modality that the two sides 
meet at the level of political 
representatives in order to dis- 
cuss the - practical modalities 
of the ceasefire (and) political 
questions, notably preparation 
for (July's scheduled) elec- 
tion." 

The prince, whose troops 
have been battling those of 
Phnom Penh since he was 
effectively ousted in July, sug- 
gested the first meeting 
between the two sides take 
place in Thailand. 

There was no immediate 
indication if Hun Sen. 
Cambodia's powerful second 
prime minister, would accept to 
negotiate the deal which would 
allow his resistance forces to 
remain intact in their areas of 
control. 

A senior adviser to Hun Sen, 
commenting on an earlier mes- 
sage disclosing the prince's 
stance from leading dissident 
Sam Rainsy who has been 
seeking to mediate between the 
two sides, said he did not know 
how Hun Sen would respond. 

“I don't know what he will 
think,” said Prak Sokhon. 
adding, however, that Hun Sen 
had accepted an invitation from 
Thai Prime Minister Chuan 
Leekpai to visit Thailand to dis- 
cuss bilateral relations. 

“He agreed with pleasure," 
Prak Sokhon said of the invita- 
tion which was offered 
Wednesday by Thailand's 
ambassador to Cambodia. 

No date was set for the visit 
and Prak Sokhon added the 
subject of a ceasefire or peace 
negotiations between the war- 
ring factions had not been dis- 
cussed between Hun Sen and 
the Thai envoy. 

However. Sam Rainsy has 
hinted the Thais were willing to 
help "facilitate’' an agreement 
between the two sides and last 
week delivered a message from 
Thai Foreign Minister Surin 
Pi ts u wan to Hun Sen. 

The contents of the message 
have yet to be dearly explained 
but shortly after receiving it, 
the current ceasefire proposal 
was made to the resistance. 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, January 22-23, 1998 



S. Leone 
junta orders 
newspapers 
to register 


U.S. Secretary of Defence William Cohen smiles after receiving a souvenier gift from 
the troops of the U.S. 2nd Infantry Division at a live firing range near the South 
Korean town of Uijongbu (Reuters photo) 


Ruling out Chechenya recognition. 
Georgia urges quid pro quo 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Georgia ruled out 
Wednesday unilateral 
moves to recognise the 
breakaway Russian 

Republic of Chechenya, 
and urged Moscow to rec- 
iprocate over Tbilisi's 
secessionist regions, 
Interfax reported. 

Firsr Deputy Foreign 
Minister Mikhail Ukleba 
said he hoped Moscow 
would not bypass Tbilisi 
and deal directly with the 
breakaway Georgian 
republics of Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia. 

"These are similar 
processes, so the two sov- 
ereign states — Georgia 
and Russia, must thor- 


oughly weigh their 
moves.” he said, referring 
to Russia's difficulties in 
Chechenya. 

Chechen separatists 
inflicted a series of humil- 
iating defeats on Russian 
forces sent to crush their 
independence drive during 
a 21 -month war which left 
more than 50.000 people 
dead, mainly civilians. 

The two sides signed a 
formal peace treaty in 
June last year, and 
although the issue of 
deciding Chechenya’s 
final status was put off for 
five years, the Chechens 
have won de facto inde- 
pendence from Moscow. 

Abkhazian separatists 


drove out Georgian gov- 
ernment troops from the 
northern province in a 
1992-93 war in which up 
to 10,000 people died. 
Tbilisi blamed its defeat 
on Russian support for the 
separatists, although it 
accepted a Russian peace- 
keeping force in the area 
as part of a May 1994 
ceasefire. 

South Ossetian sepa- 
ratists. pushing for reunifi- 
cation with neighbouring 
Russian republic of North 
Ossetia, defeated 

Georgian troops in 1991 
after Tbilisi scrapped its 
autonomous status in 
1990. A ceasefire has been 
in force since 1992. 


Sonia Gandhi evokes insurgency 
horrors in emotional election speech 


FREETOWN- (AFP) — ifc 
military government in Siena 
Leone Wednesday ordered aU 
newspapers to register by foe 
end of January. 

“AD newspaper proprietor 
must register or reregister foeir 
media institutions to legitimise 
their operations.” ' foe 
Department of Information 
said. 

The announcement was foe 
second attempt by the junta to 
gel newspapers registered ance 
the military seized power on 
May 25. 

Four months ago, a rim?% 
attempt was condemned both 
by the papers and the Siena 
Leone Association . of 
Journalists which resolved not 
to recognise the regime. 

The dozen or so newspapers 
currently in circulation reflect 
all shades of opinion regarding 
the junta and the ousted civilian 
government led by President 
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 

Several proprietors told AFP 
they would wait until the dead- 
line before making up tftir 
minds. 

The Newspaper Amendment 
Act of 1980 obliges newspa- 
pers to register with the infor- 
mation rrrinisoy. Registration 
costs an initial $2,000 and then 
$1,000 annually. 

Non-compliance is punish- 
able by a fine of up to $1,000 
and a jaii term not exceeding 12 
months. 

The act also provides for 
authorities “to refuse, or sus- 
pend or cancel a certificate of 
registration" and fbrthe propri- 
etor “to appeal to the High 
Court against . the minister's 
decision." 


GUWAHATL India 
(AFP) — Sonia Gandhi, 
the widow of Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. Wednesday 
touched upon the horrors 
of insurgency in an emo- 
tive election speech for 
her husband’s embattled 
Congress party. 

The Italian-born widow 
told a crowd of 20.000 
here that she empathised 
with victims of insur- 
gency in India's militan- 
cy-ridden eastern fron- 
tier. where 50,000 people 
have died in separatist 
violence over 50 years. 

Sonia Gandhi, who 
began campaigning for 
the Congress from her 
husband's murder site in 
the south of the country, 
referred to the assassina- 
tions of her husband and 
her mother-in-law Indira 
Gandhi, who was also 
prime minister. 

"I can feel the trauma 
and agony of the women 
in the north-east whose 
near ones have lost their 
lives to terrorists' bul- 
lets," she said in Hindi. 
India's national lan- 
guage. 

India is going to the 
polls in February and 
March to elect a new 
government. Analysts 


predict another hung par- 
liament, with the Hindu 
nationalists emerging as 
the largest party ahead of 
Congress. 

Congress, in decline 
after ruling India for four 
decades after indepen- 


dence. is hoping that the 
aura of the Gandhi name 


and Sonia's campaigns 
will bring it back to 
power. 

Sonia Gandhi, who was 
accompanied by her 
daughter Priyanka. said: 
“1 have seen my mother- 
in-law and my husband 
sacrificing their lives for 
the sake of the country ... 
I am the daughter-in-law 
of that family which has 
sacrificed everything for 
India.” 

The crowd at the 
venue, an open ground in 
the heart of the capital of 
the state of Assam, 
shouted slogans in sup- 
port of Mrs. Sonia. Many 
women wept openly dur- 
ing her speech. 

The site was decorated 
with huge cutouts of 
Rajiv. Gandhi and Sonia 
Gandhi. The 51 -year-old 
Gandhi said the 
Congress. India's oldest 
bloc, was the best bet for 
India, which has seen 
three governments since 


the last general elections 
in 1996 led to a hung 
parliament 

“Congress is the only 
party in the country 
which can provide a sta- 
ble government for five 
years," she said. “The 
real enemy of the people 
today is militancy, grow- 
ing inflation, poverty and 
illiteracy." 

Guwahati was Sonia 
Gandhi's ninth election 
stop since she began 
campaigning for the 
Congress on Jan. 11 in a 
southern town where her 
husband was blown up 
by Sri Lankan Tamil 


China 

confirms 


invitation 
to U.N. 
rights 


chief 


by Sri 
rebels. 

Sonia Gandhi and 
Priyanka Gandhi were 
expected to visit the east- 
ern city of Ranchi later 
Wednesday to address 
another election rally. 

Congress accuses 
India's dominant Hindu 
nationalists — widely 
tipped to top the polls but 
fall short of a clear 
majority — of sectarian 
policies and alleges it 
will overturn India's sec- 
ular constitution. India 
has 120 million Muslims 
among a total population 
of 960 million. 


Malawi Banda’s true 
age revealed, possibly 


BLANTYRE (AFP) — 
Malawi's late dictator 
Kamuzu Banda was 101 
when he died in 
November and not in his 
90s, the official Malawi 
News Agency said 
Wednesday, citing new 
research. 

Banda's exact year of 
birth has been shrouded in 
confusion for years. The 
autocratic ruler, who led 
Malawi and indeed 
owned much of its assets, 
was ousted at the polls in 
1994 after being forced to 
accept multi-party poli- 
tics. 

Katola Phiri, an opposi- 
tion politician and elder 
of the Church of Central 
African Presbyterian 
(CCAP), citing church 
records, told a service in 
memory of Banda that he 


was born in 1896, not 
1906 as officially recog- 
nised. 

The 1906 date was a 
distortion by a teacher 
named Hannock Msokera 
who gave missionaries 
the wrong year, Mr. Phiri 
explained, but he did not 
say why Mr. Msokera did 
so. 

Mr. Phiri said church 
research showed that 
Banda, who studied medi- 
cine in Scotland and 
imposed virtually 

Victorian values on a long 
hermetically sealed 
southern African country, - 
left Malawi for overseas 
at the age of 21, and not 
13 as previously believed. 
"For reasons best 
known to himself, Banda 
did not like history to be 
written while he was still 


alive, but what I am giv- 
ing you now is the true 
history of Banda.” Mr. 
Phiri was quoted by the 
news agency as saying. 

Mr. Phiri said Banda, 
who ruled the country for 
three decades from inde- 
pendence until his ouster 
at the polls after being 
forced to adopt a multi- 
party system, was bom 
Kamnkhwala Banda in 
1896, but his illiterate 
parents later forgot the 
year. 

Kamuzu was baptised in 
1910 and named Akimu, 
but later changed his 
name to Hastings when he 
went to study at an 
American academy. 

Mr. Phiri also discount- 
ed theories that Banda 
was not Malawian, but of 
black American origin. 


GENEVA (AFP) — China has 
officially extended an invitation 
to U.N. Human Rights 
Commissioner Maiy 

Robinson, the UJf. said 
Wednesday. 

China's pennaneau UN. 
Ambassador Wu Jiaramn 
handed a letter of invitation to 
Ms. Robinson at a meeting 
Tuesday, a statement said, 
adding foal talks on appropriate 
dates will “now be under way." 

Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen told his visiting 
British counterpart Robin Code 
Monday that Beijing bad issued 
an opened-ended invitation for 
Ms. Robinson to visit China. 

Ml Cook said Tuesday be 
did not expect the visit co take 
place until later in the year 

Ms. Robinson would be the 
first h uman rights commission- 
er to visit China on an official 
basis. Her predecessor, Jose 
Ayala-Lasso from Ecuador; had 
received an invitation from 
Beijing but left to take up the 
post of foreign minister in 
Quito before he could make the 
trip. 

China last year again escaped 
official censure over its human 
rights record at the spring 
Human Rights Cbmmission 
session in Geneva, as it has 
done since the mititaiy crack- 
down in T iananm en Square in 
June 1989. 

A motion sponsored by 
Denmark seeking m criticise- 
China for human rights abuses 
was defeated by a majority of 
votes by the 53-member com- 
mission. 

China appears to have 
launched a fresh offensive to 
win over critics of its human 
rights policies following 
Beijing's signing of the UN- 
International Covenant of 
Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights last year and its pledge 
to sign a twin agreement on 
civil and political rights in the 
near future. 

Mr. Code said he had raised 
12 cases of imprisoned dissi- 
dents with Mr. Qian and with 
Chinese President Jiang Zemin, 
most notably the case of Wang 
Dan. a student activist during 
the Tiananmen Square incident- 
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Unubomb suspect Theodore Kazcynski leaves the federal courthouse in Sacramento, 
escorted by a United Stales marshal (Reuters photo) 

Unabomber suspect declared 
mentally competent to stand trial 


ed. he could luce the death 


Military spark panic in 
Zimbabwe’s riot-torn capital 


15 Muslim 
rebels dead , 
8 wounded 
in southern 
Philippines 
battle 

BULDON. Philippines (AFP) 
— Fifteen Muslim rebels were 
killed and eight government 
troops wounded in renewed 
clashes that could ihicaien 
efforts to hold peace talks, offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

Southern Philippines military 
commander Major General 
Joselin Nazareno said the 15 
rebels of the Mora Islamic Lib- 
eration Front (MILF) were 
killed in a barrage of army 
artillery fire Tuesday in the 
southern town of Bullion, 

He said the attack was in 
retaliation for a mortar barrage 
from the MILF in which eight 
soldiers were wounded. 

Major Rosque GaringaJao. 
spokesman of an army division * 
based in Cotabato city near 
Buldon. accused the MILF of 
firing first on a military- detach- 
ment on the perimeter of the 
hunt's main base. Camp 
Abubakar. 

But MILF military' chieftain 
Mohammad Murad said it was 
the army which drew firsi 
blood, firing 70 artillery rounds . 1 
on the rebel position Tuesday 1 
alone. j 

He also denied any rebel I 
deaths, saying the MILF inflict- i 
ed an urnieiermined number of ! 
casualties on government | 
forces. I 

“We also fired our mortars to ! 
let them know that we are ready 
to defend the camp," Mr. 
Murad said in an interview with 
Roman Catholic-run radio sta- 
tion in Cotabato city. 

It was the biggest clash 
between the two sides since a 
massive anny offensive in June 
1997 in which they captured a 
major MILF base. Camp Raja- 
miida, in two weeks of fierce 

, „ ,, 

At least 158 people, most of 

them rebels, were killed in ihul 
offensive’ ' which was settled 
when the two sides signed a 
ceasefire in July. However, the 
implementing rules of that 
ceasefire were agreed upon 
only in October 1997. 

Sporadic exchanges of mor- 
tar and artillery fire could be 
heard Wednesday, witnesses 
said. Military and rebel officials 
said there were no reports of 
new- casualties or an advance 
by ground forces separated 
only by a river in the village of 
Upper Minahai. 

Four Muslim guerrillas and a 
government militiaman were 
killed in a mortar and artillery 
exchange on Jan. 15. ■ 

Observers said the latest 
fighting could threaten current 
exploratory contacts tliut could 
lead to possible formal peace 
talks. 

The talks aim to forge a polit- 
ical settlement of rite MiLFs 
20-year armed struggle for an 
independent Muslim state in 
the main souiliem Island of ^ 
Mindanao, which this largely 
Roman Catholic nation's Mus- 
lim minority consider as iheir 
ancestral homeland. 

“If these (clashes i will contin- 
ue, the technical committee 
meeting will be affected." Mr. 
Murad said, referring to a meet- 
ing scheduled next month in the 
southern city of Marawi to set 
the agenda and a date for possi- 
ble formal peace negotiations. 

“We will boycott the meeting 
if the shelling will continue." 
Mr. Murad said as he accused 
•he military of “provoking 
war.” 

Mr. Garingulao said that the 
MILF has been monitored dig- 
ging fox holes since last week. 

Mr. Murad alleged that the 
military was looking for a rea- 
son to capture a watershed on 
Upper Minahai occupied by 
MILF rebels in order to allow u 
logging firm nearby io cut the 

trees. 

This would lead to a flooding 
of Camp .Abubakar during the 
rainy season, he said. 

The MILF, backed by JO.iJOO 
guerrillas, was left out of a 
peace treaty that Manila signed 
with the larger Mora Islamic 
Liberation Front in September 
1996 in exchange for wider 
Muslim autonomy and devel- 
opment funds. 

TTiis has left the MILF as the 
last major insurgent group in 
the southern Philippines that the 
government has to deal with in 
order to attract investors in the 
natural rcsources-rich region. 


SACRAMENTO. Califor- 
nia (AFP) — Theodore 
Kaczynski. the former uni- 
versity mathematics pro- 
fessor accused of being the 
so-called Unabomber. was 
declared mentally compe- 
tent to stand trial for mur- 
der. 

Both defence attorneys 
and prosecutors agreed to 
accept the conclusions of 
psychiatric expert Sally 
Johnson, who deemed him 
competent after interview- 
ing the Harvard-educated 
Professor Kaczynski for 19 
hours. 

All but the cover page of 
Ms. Johnson's 47-page 
report has been sealed by 
the court, but sources who 
had access to the document 
said Ms. Johnson said Pro- 
fessor Kaczynski suffered 
from paranoid schizophre- 
nia. 

However. Ms. Johnson 
said that the suspect “isn't 
totally incompetent to the 
extent that he is unable to 
understand the nature and 
consequences of the pro- 
ceedings filed against him 
or to assist his attorneys in 
his own defence." 

The 55-year-old Kaczyn- 
ski faces a 10-count indict- 
ment for killing two Sacra- 
mento men and maiming 
two scientists. If conviet- 


DAR ES SALAAM (AFP) 
— Tanzania will try to con- 
vince Burundi's military 
strongman Major Pierre Buy- 
oya to agree to all-party peace 
talk under the initiation of 
Tanzanian former President 
Julius Nverere. 

This would be done at an 
international seminar on con- 
flict resolution due to be 
opened Wednesday at Arusha 
in northern Tanzania by 
Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni, a senior official at 
Nverere ’s South Centre office 
here said Wednesday. 

The official said that the fact 
that war-tom Burundi had 
sent a delegation, led by For- 
eign Minister Luc Lukingama 
was indicative of his willing- 
ness to cooperate in a peace 
initiative that had stalled fol- 
lowing Mr. Buyoya s refusal 
to anend the talks last year. 

Mr. Nverere is the interna- 
tionally recognised mediator 
on the Burundian crisis that 
has pined the mainly minority 
Tutsi military administration 
and the majority Hutu opposi- 
tion parties. 

But Mr. Buyoya refused to 
attend the previous peace 
talks, claiming that Mr. 
Nverere was biased in favour 
of Hutus. an allegation that 
has been strongly denied by 


BARL Italy (AFP) — A con- 
victed Italian Mafia leader on 
rhe run for the past five years 
has been transferred to the 
southern Italian cily of Ban 
after being arrested in Mon- 
negro. ~ Italian police 
announced Wednesday.^ 
Giuseppe Cellamare. oS and 
dubbed one ol Italy s most 
dangerous men. was arrested 
Tuesdav in Bar, on Montene- 
gro's Adriatic coast, and iruns- 


penaltv. He faces a third 
murder charge in New Jer- 
sey. 

Apparently motivated by 
a hatred of modern tech- 
nology. the so-called 
Unabomber was blamed 
for 10 letter-bombs and 
other attacks with explo- 
sives between 1979 and 
1995 that also left 23 peo- 
ple injured. 

Professor Kaczynski has 
pleaded innocent to mur- 
der charges. The court 
rejected an earlier plea bar- 
gain that would have hud 
him enter a plea of guilty 
in return for a sentence of 
life in prison. 

Professor Kaczynski s 
psychiatric evaluation 
could lead to a new- plea 
bargain. Legal experts said 
the government may 
accept the deal this time 
around. 

U.S. District Judge Gar- 
land Burell said he would 
rule Thursday whether 
Professor Kaczynski. who 
has tied the court proceed- 
ings in legal knots from the 
start of the trial on Jun. 5. 
is competent to serve as his 
own lawyer. 

In a related development. 
Professor Kaczynski was 
also taken off suicide 
watch at the Sacramento 


the retired Tanzanian presi- 
dent’s office. 

Extremist Hutu rebels have 
re-fused to countenance any 
power-sharing with die 
minority Tuisis. An escalating 
conflict, claiming more than 
200,000 lives, began with the 
assassination of the first elect- 
ed Hutu president Melchior 
Ndadaye in October 1993 in 
an otherwise foiled putsch. 

The holding of the all-pony 
peace talks on Burundi is one 
of the conditions set by lead- 
en* of the Great Lakes region 
for the lifting of economic 
<mc dons they imposed after 
Buyoya seized power in a 
military' coup in July 1996. 

“We are always ready for 
consultations aimed at realis- 
ing the all-party peace negoti- 
ations by all interested parties. 
We are happy that Mr. Buy- 
oya will lx; represented at the 
Arusha workshop. It is a pos- 
itive sign." the official said. 

At least 50 delegates, 
including foreign ministers 
from several African coun- 
tries ore due to attend, under 
the chairmanship of Mr. 
Nverere, die .Arusha work- 
shop. organised by the 
“Mwalimu Nyerere Founda- 
tion'* in collaboration with the 
Tanzanian foreign ministry. 

Meanwhile, reports reuch- 


ferrcd to Bari Wednesday. 

Cellamare has already been 
convicted in absentia on 
mafia-linked charges and sen- 
tenced to 15 years in jail. 

He is suspected since then 
of participating in arms and 
cigarette smuggling and of 
working with Oil* mafia in the 
southern Adriatic Apulia 
region, the Sacra Corona 
Unita, and the Albanian 
mafia. 


County jail over the w eek- 
end after doctors deter- 
mined he could safely be 
returned to a regular cell. 

The precaution was taken 
Jan. S when Professor 
Kaczynski came to the 
courthouse with red marks 
on his neck and without 
underwear when he 
changed from his prison 
outfit into civilian clothes 
for his court appearance. 

Authorities feared that he 
had unsuccessfully tried to 
hang himself with his 
underwrear. 

The development came 
alter Professor Kaczynski 
tried to fire his attumeys 
because they wanted to 
portray him as mentally ill 
as part of their strategy to 
defend him. He demanded 
to be allowed to defend 
himself. 

Professor Kaczynski was 
arrested in April 1996 at 
his Montana cabin where 
he had lived as a recluse 
for more than two decades. 
Authorities said they found 
numerous writings linking 
him to the bombings. 

“Unabomber” derives 
from an acronym used by 
federal investigators to 
identify their suspect, 
whose early targets were 
university professors and 
airline executives. 


ing here from Arusha said 
Wednesday that the Burundi- 
an delegation to the workshop 
would also try to convince, 
especially Mr. Museveni and 
his Tanzanian counterpart 
Benjamin Mkapa, to help lift 
the economic embargo. 

A senior Tanzanian foreign 
ministry official told AFP on 
telephone that the Burundian 
delegation was desperately 
looking towards the opportu- 
nity to lift the embargo. 

“But we believe that the 
position of maintaining the 
sanctions adopted by the 
Great Lakes regional leaders 
during their meeting last Sep- 
tember will remain in force 
until they are satisfied thai 
Mr. Buyoya had gone far 
enough in creating conditions 
necessary for the restoration 
of peace, democracy and rule 
of law in Burundi." the offi- 
cial reiterated. 

Mr. Ndadaye had earlier 
defeated Mr. Buyoya in the 
fust democratic presidential 
elections since the country 
became independent from 
Belgian colonial rule in 1962. 

The Tanzanian delegation 
to die workshop is led by For- 
eign Minister Jakaya Mrisho 


On the run for the past five 
years. Cellamare is said to 
have lived in Bulgaria and 
Romania, where numerous 
Italian criminals have found 
refuge, police said. 

From Montenegro lie used a 
fleet of 10 small boats to 
smuggle crmiraband ciga- 
rettes into Italy, police said. 
Police gave no information 
regarding his alleged partici- 
pation in illegal amis trade. 


HARARE (AFP) — The 
deployment of troops in 
Zimbabwe’s rior-tom capi- 
tal Harare caused wide- 
spread panic Wednesday as 
hundreds of people tried to 
fiee the city centre by car 
and shops closed again, 
while the government met 
in emergency session. 

Hundreds of drivers 
drove their vehicles onto 
the sidewalks or drove the 
wrong way down one-wav 
streets in a bid to quit the 
cily. while alarmed pedes- 
trians ran in all directions. 
The panic was prompted by 
the deployment of troops at 
a southern exit of the city. 

Three military helicopters 
were maintaining a perma- 
nent watch over central 
Harare, where President 
Mugabe's government 
deployed troops Tuesday 
during a seeond dyv of food 
riots and ordered soldiers to 


China 

wants 

UNESCO 

to approve 2 

new World 

Heritage 

Sites 

BEIJING (AFP) — China 
has asked UNESCO to 
add Beijing's Summer 
Palace and Temple of 
Heaven to its list of 
World Heritage sites, the 
official Xinhua news 
agency said Wednesday. 

The two celebrated sites 
in the capital will be 
inspected by UNESCO 
experts next month, the 
agency said. 

China is already home 
to 19 World Heritage 
sites, including the Great 
Wall and Beijing's For- 
bidden City. 

The Summer Palace, 
built in the middle of the 
18th century with the 
help of European Jesuits, 
was burned by a Anglo- 
French expeditionary 
force in I860. It was 
rebuilt in ISS6 and is the 
largest imperial park in 
the country, welcoming 
between 40 and 50 mil- 
lion visitors a year. 

The Temple of Heaven 
was used by the Ming 
(1368-1644) and Qing 
(. 1 644- 1911) emperors for 
their annual harvest 
prayers. 

Diana 

memorial 

conceit 

announced 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
memorial concert to celebrate 
the life of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, is to be held at the 
family estate where she is 
buried, a spokeswoman for 
her brother Earl Spencer 
announced Wednesday. 

The June 27 concert of clas- 
sical. pop and rock music will 
be staged at the family home 
of Al thorp Park, 120 kilome- 
tres northwest of London. 

Spokeswoman Sheliey- 
Annc Claircourt said the dale 
is four days before the 
princess's birthday on July 1. 
when Aithorp Park opens for 
tw o months to let the public 
view the island where she is 
buried. 

Fifteen thousand tickets 
will be sold to raise money for 
her Memorial Fund which 
supports her favourite chari- 
ties. 

They will go on sale after 
Feb. 27 when the names of 
those taking part in the con- 
cert will be released. 

The princess. 39. died in a 
high-speed car crash in Paris 
on Aug. 3 ! in which her com- 
panion, Dodi Fayed, and their 
driver also died. 


use live ammunition 
against looters. 

The cabinet was Wednes- 
day recalled from its recess 
for an unscheduled emer- 
gency meeting to discuss 
the crisis in the country' 
sparked by the food riots, a 
presidential spokesman 
said. 

“Yes the cabinet meeting 
is going on right now ... to 
review the situation unfold- 
ing in the country," Presi- 
dent Mugabe's press secre- 
tary' George Charamba said. 
The Home Affairs ministry 
would announce the cabinet 
position, he said. 

Mr. Charamba also con- 
firmed to AFP that Presi- 
dent Mugabe was to attend 
a scheduled meeting of the 
politburo of his ruling 
ZANU-PF party after the 
cabinet session. 

President Mugabe has 
threatened to impose a state 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chi- 
nese dissident lawyer 
Zhou Guoqiang has been 
freed after more than three 
years in a labour camp, 
friends said Wednesday. 

Mr. Zhou, 39. a founder 
of the 1993 “Peace Char- 
ter." was expected to 
return to Beijing shortly 
after being released from 
the Shuanghe prison camp 
in northeastern Hei- 
longjiang province Tues- 
day. a friend said in a tele- 
phone interview with 
AFP. 

The friend said his wife, 
Wang Hui. went to the 
camp to collect him. 

Mr. Zhou took part in 
the 1979 Democracy Wall 
movement as editor of the 
controversial Today mag- 
azine and was later 
detained for six months 
prior to the 1989 pro- 
democracy demonstra- 
tions in Tiananmen 
Square, for organising 
labour strikes. 

He went on to co-found 
the “Peace Charter" in 
1993 with a handful of 
other dissidents working 
towards a more democrat- 
ic China and was subse- 
quently redetained in 
early 1994 for inciting 
turmoil and disrupting 
social order. 

In September of that 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
The Romanian and Bul- 
garian defence ministers 
are discussing the cre- 
ation of a joint peace- 
keeping brigade, the 
Romania defence min- 
istry said Wednesday. 

“Such a battalion, 
which would have to be 
trained and equipped to 
NATO standards, could 
participate in peace- 
keeping operations in 
sensitive areas around 
the world," a ministry 
spokesman said. 


CHRISTCHURCH, New 
Zealand (AFP) — Four 
young men involved in a 
“bullying and cowardly" 
racist arrack on a Nigerian- 
born man in a New Zealand 
city late last year were 
jailed for a month Wednes- 
day. 

Christchurch District 
Court judge David Holder- 
ness said the four had 
“errant, misguided and 
unacceptable ideas of racial 
superiority," NZPA report- 
ed. 

The victim had told the 
court he was walking on 
Christchurch's Esplanade 


of emergency should the 
troubles continue. 

The latest wave of panic 
and street chaos in Harare 
lasted for about 20 minutes 
before order was restored, 
but shops starred closing 
down again after relative 
calm in the morning, while 
staff left office buildings. 

Witnesses earlier said that 
a group of soldiers 
deployed in the city beat up 
a party of shop owners and 
workers Wednesday as they 
attempted to clean up the 
mess left by looters. 

Police on guard at ihe 
Chitungwiza shopping 
mall, which was razed in 
the riots, had just allowed 
shop employees and their 
bosses into the centre to 
clean up when the soldiers 
burst in. an AFP photogra- 
pher said. 

The soldiers beat some of 
the workers and shop own- 


year. he was sentenced to 
three years reform- 
ihrough-labour. the maxi- 
mum term that can be 
handed down without a 
trial. 

Prison authorities 

extended his sentence by 
one year after they said 
they had caught him try- 
ing to escape. 

Veteran dissident Qin 
Yongmin — a fellow 
author of the Peace Char- 
ter — welcomed the 
release. 

“I’m very happy to hear 
he has been released," he 
told AFP from his home in 
the central dry of Wuhan. 
Mr. Qin. one of the most 
active of China's remain- 
ing dissidents at large, is 
defying police orders to 
leave the country. 

Mr. Zhou’s name fig- 
ured on a list of 10 politi- 
cal prisoners that dissi- 
dent Lin Xinshu Tuesday 
urged President Jiang 
Zemin to free to mark the 
Chinese Lunar New Year, 
which is to be celebrated 
Jan. 28. 

Mr. Lin's open letter 
called for a general 
amnesty for jailed dissi- 
dents on the holiday, the 
most important of the year 
in China. 

A Beijing-based dissi- 
dent, Wang Zhixin. 


The Bulgarian minis- 
ter, Georgi Ananiev, who 
talked with his Roman- 
ian counterpart Victor 
Babiuc, said he hoped 
other Balkan countries 
would participate in. the 
force and called for a 
meeting of regional 
defence officials to dis- 
cuss this. 

A joint Romanian- 
Hungarian force is due 
to be operational by the 
end of 1998, and a simi- 
lar force including 
Romanian. Ukranian and' 


with his family when a 
shaven- headed youth used 
a racial epithet in front of 
his young children. When 
he remonstrated with the 
man, he was attacked and 
racially abused by a group 
of mostly shaven-headed 
youths, he said. 

“Your conduct reflected 
pack mentality and I’m sat- 
isfied that your actions 
w'ere motivated by errant 
misguided and unaccept- 
able ideas of racial superi- 
ority.” the judge told the 
defendants. 

The four, aged 23. 22, and 
two aged 17, showed little 


ers with sjamborks (whips), 
and ordered others to do 
press-ups and then leave, 
said the photographer who 
was present. 

Troops confiscated film 
from photographers and 
television “crews who 
recorded the incident. 

The rioting began Mon- 
day when people from 
working-class districts in 
the south began attacking 
shops in a protest against 
the rise in prices of basic 
foodstuffs such as maize 
flour. 

The beleaguered govern- 
ment has already come 
under strong pressure from 
western donors over its 
controversial land reform 
programme taking white- 
owned farmland tor black 
peasants, and food price 
rises have been presented 
as being related to this mea- 
sure. 


port to the appeal, issuing 
a statement saying that 
dissidents should be 
allowed to join their fami- 
lies “for a peaceful and 
happy Spring Festival." us 
the country is enjoying 
economic and social sta- 
bility. 

The traditional lunar 
new year is commonly 
referred to as “Spring Fes- 
tival" in mainland China. 

News of Mr. Zhou's 
release came a day alter 
the parents of China s 
most prominent political 
prisoner. Wang Dan. said 
he could be moved to Bei- 
jing from a jail 500 kilo- 
metres away. 

The head of Jinzhou 
prison, where Wang Dan 
has been held since the 
end of 1996, told him late 
last month that he was 
going to make a report to 
concerned departments to 
see if the dissident could 
be moved to a Beijing jail. 
Mr. Wang's father said. 

Wang Dan. 28. was 
handed an 11 -year prison 
term in 1996 for “supervi- 
sion" after he had been 
held incognito for 14 
months. He had already 
been jailed for four years 
following the Tiananmen 
crackdown. 


Polish military units is 
under negotiation, the 
Romanian defence min- 
istry spokesman said. 

Mr. Ananiev, who has 
been on a visit to Roma- 
nia since Tuesday, has 
met with President Emil 
Constantinescu and 
Prime Minister Victor 
Ciorbea and he was due 
to meet Orthodox 
Church Patriarch Teoc- 
tist before leaving 
Romania later Wednes- 
day. 


reaction to their sentences. 
Two people were arrested 
outside the court Wednes- 
day after Nazi signs and 
German slogan were shout- 
ed during Wednesday’s sen- 
tencing. 

The victim told Radio 
New Zealand Wednesday 
that he knew other black 
people in Christchurch who 
refrained from going out 
because they feared racist 
attacks. 

The attack triggered pub- 
lic outrage at the time, and 
an anti-racist rally in 
Christchurch attracted over 
1,000 people. 


Tanzania, Uganda to work for 
all-party peace talks in Burundi 


Kikwete. 

Convicted Italian mafia leader arrested 


China frees dissident 
Zhou Guoqiang 

Wednesday added his sup- 


Romania , Bulgaria eye 
Balkan peacekeeping brigade 


Racists jailed in N. Zealand 
for attack on African 
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What’s next? 


PRESIDENT BILL Clinton's talks with 
Benyamin Netanyahu in Washington 
Tuesday seem to have failed to dislodge the 
Israeli prime minister from his position that 
has left the peace process in limbo for many 
months now. Mr. Netanyahu has adamantly 
held to his hardline stance, despite the cho- 
rus of international and regional voices call- 
ing for a rapid Israeli redeployment in the 
Palestinian areas. President Clinton is 
either unable, or unwilling, to pressure 
Israel to honour its past commitments 
under the Oslo accords. He has obviously 
tried to exercise clout on the visiting Israeli 
leader but to no avail. Mr. Netanyahu must 
have concluded that the Clinton adminis- 
tration is too vulnerable at this point in time 
to apply real pressure against Israel, 
because the administration is distracted at 
the moment by the unfolding events in Iraq 
and East Asia and domestic affairs. Also on 
the mind of Mr. Clinton and his Democratic 
Party are the U.S. presidential elections, 
due in less than two years. Vice President AI 
Gore will be running and for him to win he 
needs all the support from the powerful 
Jewish lobby in the U.S. 

Therefore, it will be the Palestinian presi- 
dent, Yasser Arafat, who will have to com- 
promise and go along with whatever 
Netanyahu offers him and whatever sooth- 
ing words he will hear from his American 
hosts. Instead without anything positive or 
promising coming irom the Israeli, leader, , 
the Clinton-Arafat talks can be nothing 
more than an occasion to reciprocate sym- 
pathies. 

Since all the parties that have a stake in 
the Mideast peace process have viewed the 
Clinton-Netanyahu talks as a “make or 
break"’ proposition, it is fair to conclude 
that the future looks bleak. President Arafat 
has recently been hinting at a resumption of 
the intifada. But the Palestinians are now 
fatigued by the crippling economic condi- 
tions under which they live and increasing 
disillusionment with the Oslo process. 
Whether they will revolt or not, therefore, 
remains to be seen. But an explosion must 
not be ruled out altogether. There are more 
Palestinians under arms these days than 
there were during the days of the intifada 
and they are increasingly becoming agitated 
by Israeli intransigence, the deadlocked 
peace process and their continuing suffer- 
ing. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Ai RaTs Tareq Masarweh described the slaying of 
eight people in Amman Saturday as a dastardly crime 
unprecedented in form or pattern in Jordan's history. This 
ugly crime was perhaps perpetrated by elements hostile 
to Jordan and Iraq, elements determined to mar relations 
with the Iraqi people, the writer said. Other hostile ele- 
ments have succeeded in damaging relations between 
Jordan and Syria, and others have been intent on raining 
Jordan’s ties with the Palestinian National Authority and 
the Palestinian people, according to Masarweh. The gen- 
eral aim of these enemy groups is to isolate Jordan on all 
sides, cutting the Kingdom’s lies with neighbouring 
countries except for Israel so that Jordan will maintain 
stronger ties with the Jewish state at the expense of the 
other" Arab states and remain under the U.S .-Israeli influ- 
ence. The writer said the security services should remain 
alert and vigilant, should speed up procedures leading to 
the arrest of the perpetrators of Saturday's murders and 
should deal firmly with those elements that are working 
in the dark to min Jordan's ties with its sister Arab states. 


AI Arab AJ Yawm’s Marwan Hazine described a 
Turkish government decision to ban the Islamic Welfare 
Party in Turkey as a dangerous blow to democracy. The 
inevitable consequence of such a step will be a return to 
the dark age and placing Turkey's future under U.S. 
hegemony, said the writer. The U.S. has a major interest 
in Turkey which has borders with Iraq and Iran and con- 
trols the water resources that feed Iraq and Syria, and by 
control ling Turkey, Washington would secure its domi- 
nation of tills region to protect its own interests and those 
of Israel. Hazine said. The banning of -the Islamic 
Welfare Party', which represents at least four million 
Turks, at a time when the country' is facing mounting 
economic problems, is most likely to accelerate the out- 
break of a civil war. added the writer. He said the Welfare 
Party has been constitutionally created and its activities 
were always within the framework of the law. He said 
banning the political pony will create more problems for 
Ankara at the domestic as well as external levels. 


Traffic, Mideast peace and the role of caretakers 


TWO IMPORTANT matters are receiving special atten- 
tion this weekend: the disturbing traffic situation in 
Jordan and the faltering Middle-East peace process. On 
the former front, the Jordanian Public Security 
Department (PSD l — caretaker of road discipline and 
safety — is intent upon introducing and enforcing the 
much-talked about “point-system” of traffic violations 
with the aim of alleviating traffic accidents and road 
havoc; on the latter, the U.S. administration (caretaker of 
the Mideast peace process;, has invited the Israeli prime 
minister and the Palestinian president for an audience 
with President Clinton in attempt to inject some vitality 
and progress in the stalled Palestinian-Israeli peace talks. 

The two matters tthe first of concern to all Jordanians, 
and the secood to all Middle-Easterners and the interna- 
tional community at large) are not directly related, of 
course. Nevertheless, they bear some striking similarities 
in many ways. Both have been troubling us for quite 
some time. Both have been extremely difficult to tackle. 
Both have been elusive. Both have consumed so much 
effort, with only minor or marginal results. Lack of 
progress in both has caused us not only a great deal of 
worry, disappointment, frustration, stress and even disil- 
lusionment but also violence, pain, suffering, bloodshed 
and real tragedies. And lack of progress in both has stood 
between us and the happy aftermath of security, peace of 
mind and harmony which we have craved for so long. 
And so on and so forth. 

One similarity which I wish to highlight here, however, 
is related to how the two matters may best be approached, 
perhaps. 

So, how can you effect progress in both? 


. . .the caretakers of both 
matters, the PSD and the USA, 
must themselves be more 
assertive and aggressive in 
performing what is expected of 
them. 


Leaving road discipline and order to the wisdom of the 
Jordanian motorists themselves has, obviously, not 
worked. Yes. many motorists are highly disciplined and 
law-abiding; but a minority (a significant one) is not: it is 
selfish, disorderly, obnoxious, reckless, violent fanatic 
and destructive. Similarly, leaving Mideast peace to the 
parties involved will not work. Many want peace to hap- 
pen and are seriously working for it; but a minority tthe 
one which holds most of the cards in its hands) is work- 
ing against it — at least, it is not working for it. Such 
minority is a significant minority, and it is composed of 
selfish, disorderly, obnoxious, reckless, fanatic, extrem- 
ist. violent, and destructive elements . 

What should be done then? 

Well, simple: the caretakers of both matters, the PSD 
and the USA must themselves be more assertive and 
aggressive in performing what is expected of them. The 
PSD, as has just been prefaced, is think ing of introducing 
and enforcing the point-system penalty. Those who accu- 
mulate a number of "serious traffic violations" will either 
have to take compulsory traffic lessons and courses or 
have their licence suspended. 

Such a system may or may not be effective, depending 
on how it is handled and on several inter-related factors. 
How can you make sure that all iat least most) serious 
violations are spotted? You see, the serious violators are 


on the whole shrewd and cunning and quite expert at 
when, where, and how to violate. In the sight of a police- 
man, they are doves and angels. The minute they are out 
of sight they are hawks and devils. Assuming, however, 
that die system does work, how much of the problem will 
it take care of? A small part of it. And how do you define 
a “serious violation." and one which is less serious? The 
causes of traffic discomfort and accidents are manifold. 
What are you planning to do about a cab or "service” dri- 
ver who stops in the middle of the road to pick up or drop 
passengers? What do you do to two cab drivers who slow 
down on a highway, obstructing the two lanes, in order to 
exchange a long greeting or converse? WTiat do you do 
about wedding processions which obstruct traffic? What 
do you do about large vehicles which always drive faster 
than smaller ones? And what do you do about the pres- 
ence of large vehicles in residential areas? What do you 
do about motorists who do not signal? Those who do not 
stop at stop-signs? Those who drive roo slowly in the 
left lane? Those who swerve to avoid holes on the road 
and hit others? Those, those, those, etc.? 

The U.S. administration has invited the Israeli premier 
and the Palestinian leader to Washington. In the context 
of what has been happening, what good will that do? Do 
we not ail know what the real problem is? Already we 
have heard news that President Clinton's meeting with 
the former is not all that promising — as routine, as cer- 
emonial and as ami-climactic us always. So what else is 
new? If President Ginton does not intend to exert some 
pressure, what is he hoping to learn from the visits that he 
does not already know? But assuming that something will 
eventually come out of the meeting with the two leaders 
— i.e. chat the U.S. president will convince Netanyahu to 
increase a little the percentage of the territories from 
which Israel is to redeploy for the time being and Arafat 
to decrease a little more the percentage he is demanding 
for now. how much of the problem will this solve? How 
long will it take the Israeli government to accept to rede- 
ploy from another small fraction, and another, and anoth- 
er? And when will we start talking about redeployment 
from all of areas B? And areas C? And how long will we 
wait to do something about the illegal Israeli settlements? 
And to do something about Jerusalem? And the 
Palestinian refugees? And peace with Lebanon? And 
peace with Syria? We all understand that peacemaking 
rakes time, but surely time is precious and a crucial fac- 
tor. We do not have all that much time to spare or waste. 
Doomsday (in both senses of the word) may come before 
we reach a settlement. 


a policeman next to it casually, routinely, arbitrarily and 
eclectically stopping some passing vehicles to check the 
validity of rheir licence. What is required is something 
more diligent, vigilant and effective. Unless we spot at 
least 60%"of traffic violations (let’s not say 80% or 90%), 
both the serious and the less serious, the traffic situation 
will improve little. 

Similarly, there is one solution, and one solution only, 
to the stalled Israeli-Palestinian peace process: better 
enforcement of what has been agreed upon mutually. Not 
new agreements, not news ideas, not any new thing. The 
U.S., Tike the Jordanian PSD. has exerted highly com- 
mendable efforts with respect to Mideast peace, -but 
unless the U.S.. as a caretaker, does something more dili- 
gent, more vigilant and effective not much progress will 
happen. As things stand. U.S. Middle East envoy Dennis 
Ross (though we highly appreciate him as a person and as 
a diplomat is much like a policeman who stands at a cir- 
cle or an intersection casually, routinely, eclectically, and 
sporadically (and therefore ineffectively) watching traffic 
pass by and violators get away with offences. The cere- 
monial trips to Washington are not too useful either. What 
is required is a serious push for implementation of agree- 
ments and for progress. Time is too precious to waste. 


Similarly, there is one solution, 
and one solution only, to. the 
stalled Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process: better 
enforcement of what has been 
agreed upon mutually. 


The secret for road order and 
safety lies in effective police 
visibility and vigilance . . . 


There is one solution, and one solution only, for the 
traffic situation in Jordan. Not new laws — in my hum- 
ble. lay opinion — but better enforcement of the present 
ones. The secret for road order and safety lies in effective 
poliie visibility and vigilance (the two important V’s), 
The traffic police have been exerting highly commend- 
able efforts; and they are sincere about wanting to allevi- 
ate the traffic problem. But more should — and can — be 
done still. Part of the problem so far has been either that 
police presence is sporadic, eclectic, seasonal, ceremoni- 
al and marginal, or that it is mainly symbolic and aloof. 
It is not enough to plant a policeman at a circle here or an 
intersection there to casually and routinely inspect what 
is going on. And it is not enough to have a police car 
stand next to a highway either with its flashers on or with 


We understand, of course, that when we call for a more 
effective enforcement of existing traffic laws, we do not 
mean for the traffic police to go out on the road and start 
ticketing vehicles left and right. Far from it. In fact, we 
highly appreciate the PSD's maturity, civility and depth 
of" vision, for it itself is against blind, harsh, ruthless or 
brutal enforcement of traffic laws. 

The same applies to the U.S. role. When we call for 
exertion of pressure (and we know that the U.S. does not 
like to use the word “pressure") or for a more effective 
enforcement of signed agreements, we do not mean coer- 
cion and imposition of U.S. will on everybody. Far from 
it. for the U.S. basic understanding of how peace is to be 
brought about is mature enough and reasonable enough to 
be understood by us. But surely we Middle-Easterners 
(and all peace advocates) can tell the difference between 
an approach which is effective and one which is not. At 
this point in time, frankly speaking, the U.S. approach is 
simply ineffective. 

The" PSD exerted admirable but also effective efforts 
during Ramadan to alleviate traffic jams throughout the 
capital: its strategies were successful. Not long ago (dur- 
ing the Bush administration and the first term of 
Ginton’s) the' U.S. Middle East-peace strategies were 
also effective and successful. The PSD and the USA 
need to substantially modify their approaches, benefiting 
from the periodic and partial successes they had. We 
want strategies which are a little more assertive and 
aggressive (the crucial two A's). We want to see real care- 
taking. What is the use of caretakers if they do not do 
their caretaking well? Otherwise, the situation in the 
Middle East, like the Jordanian road situation, will con- 
tinue to be extremely uncomfortable, hazardous and trag- 
ic for all. 


Two old men: The succession problem 


By Gwynne Dyer 


THE FIRST thing you see when you fly into 
Havana airport is an enormous wall-slogan: 
“There will be no transition." They didn't 
put it there just to make Pope John Paul II 
feel at home, but it's as true of his own pol- 
icy as it is of Fidel Castro's. Both men are 
determined that their revolutions will live 
on after them. 

Castro, at 71. has ruled Cuba with an iron 
hand for almost 40 years. Pope John Paul is 
older, at 77, and has ruled the Catholic 
Church with equal inflexibility since 1978. 
And both men’s main preoccupation now is 
to ensure that the succession falls into safe 
hands that will preserve their revolutions. 

Castro seems particularly conscious of the 
parallels. In a live national television broad- 
cast last week he urged his followers ro turn 
out for the religious services that the Pope 
will celebrate in four Cuban cities, and 
made an ironic plug for himself at the same 
time: “Instead of seeing a meeting of an 
angel with the devil, couldn't one think of a 
meeting between two angels?" 

One could certainly think at least of a 
meeting between two kindred spirits. Not 
only do both men have strongly authoritari- 
an personalities, but they share one great 
common goal: to prevent a counter-revolu- 
tion after they are gone. 

John Paul is in a bigger hurry, for his 
health is now failing fast, but he also has a 
much better chance of success. The only- 
electorate he has to worry about is the 
College of Cardinals, and he has personally 
chosen 89 of the 107 cardinals who will be 
eligible to vote (they must be under 80) for 
the next pope. They are his men, and they 
will defend his heritage. 

It is an extraordinary heritage. John Paul 
came to power in a church in the throes of 
modernisation, and dragged it back to tradi- 
tional doctrines and unquestioning obedi- 
ence. The world's billion Catholics had lit- 
rle say in that operation, and they will have 
little sav in the selection of John Paul's sue- 



Not only do both men have strongly authoritarian 
personalities, but they share one great common 
goal: to prevent a counter-revolution after they are 

gone. 


cessor. 

The likeliest candidate, now that health 
problems have sidelined previously- 
favoured cardinals like Belgian Godfried 
Danneels and Brazilian Lucas Moreira 
Neves, is Cardinal Francis Arinze, a 66- 
year-old Nigerian who combines great 


warmth with rigid orthodoxy on issues close 
to John Paul's heart like the bans on birth 
control, abortion, women priests, and mar- 
ried priests. 

The leading Italian candidate. Carlo Maria 
Martini of Milan, is probably ruled out by 
his liberalism. Other Europeans like 
Christoph Schoenbom of Vienna and 
Miloslav Vlk of Prague don't make the cut 
simply because If the next pope is not 
Italian, he probably won't be European at 
all. 

Latin America, home to over a third of the 
world's Catholics, is .Africa's real competi- 
tion. but it has no really front-rank candi- 
dates in the present College of Cardinals. 
That may change, of course, when John 
Paul names 16 new cardinals next month to 
bring the college up to its full strength. The 
point is that he has created a situation where 


all the plausible candidates are men who 
will carry out his will, at least for one more 
papacy. 

Fidel Castro must envy him that. There 
are lots of Communist Party members in the 
queue to replace him. including his brother 
Raul Castro (6 years younger), the armed 
forces chief, and Ricardo Alarcon, president 
of the National Assembly. But Castro’s fear 
is that Communism itself will not survive 
him. 

AH the Communist regimes of Europe 
have crumbled, and Cubans have lived in 
crippling poverty since the generous Soviet 
subsidies dried up; Above all. the death of 
Jorge Mas Canosa has just deprived Castro 
of his best enemy. 

What kept Castro in power so long, and 
would motivate some Cubans to fiqht for 
him even now, was not Cubans' love for 


him or Communism. It was the fact that so 
many Cubans resented the relentless U.S. 
pressure against the country-, from attempt- 
ed assassinations and invasion in the early 
60s to a trade embargo that has lasted into 
the present. 

Mas Canosa. the right-wing millionaire 
who founded and led The Cuban American 
National Foundation, lobbied hard and with 
grear success for those policies under eight 
U.S. presidents, but it did not win him much 
love among Cubans still living on the 
island. Mas Canosa's death, however, 
changes things both in the Cuban exile com- 
munity and in Cuba itself. 

The emergent opposition leader is Eloy 
Gutierrez Menoyo. a companion of Castro 
in the original revolutionary struggle who 
resisted the imposition of a Communist dic- 
tatorship and suffered 22 years in solitary 
confinement in a Cuban jail. He contemptu- 
ously referred to Castro and Mas Canosa as 
“two sides of the same coin: they empower 
each other and they live off each other.” 

Upon his release and exile from Cuba in 
1986, Gutierrez Menoyo founded ‘Cambio 
Cubano’ (Cuban Change) as a democratic 
alternative to the hard-liners. He seeks not a 
U.S. invasion but just the creation of a 
‘legal space' in Cuba where a democratic 
opposition can organise. With Mas 
Canosa's death, he has become the most 
influential Cuban exile leader — 52 per cent 
of exiled Cubans in Miami backed him in a 
recent poll — and a mortal threat to Castro. 

Gutierrez Menoyo is dangerous because 
he is reasonable. He fought against the old 
regime, and he doesn't frighten people in 
Cuba, Give him a few years, and he may 
even manage to end the U.S. embargo. 
Castro's main excuse for the economic dis- 
aster he has wrought in Cuba. And when 
Castro finally dies, Gutierrez Menoyo, not 
any of the Communist stalwarts of the pre- 
sent regime, will be the prime candidate to 
replace him. 

The two old men meeting in Havana this 
week have much in common, and even 
seem to have a genuine respect for each 
other. But Pope John Paul knows that he has 
won the battle to perpetuate his ideas and 
policies, probably for another generation. 
And Fidel Castro knows that he has proba- 
bly lost. 
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This Week 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, January 22-23, 1998 



Regional responsibilities and career reroutings 


Samir Habashneh, former minister of culture and former 
member of parliament, is keeping his links with publicly 
elected chambers not only here in Jordan hut in the rest of 
the Arab World as well as Africa. He was elected secretan- 
general of the Forum for African and Arab Parliamentarians 
for Papulation and Development. The forum comprises y 
members frum African and Arab parliaments, and its chair- 
man. a deputy from Senegal, is bused in Dakar. Mr. H abash - 
nrh, who us a deputy represented the Kamk district will be 
based in Amman ai nnv offices expected w be ready fur 
business ufter Eid A I Fitr. The forum was established at a 
conference convened last spring in Cape Town. South 
Africa, at which a charter was adapted and an executive 
committee of nine members was formed. Mr. Habashneh. 
whose term is three years, promises news of the forum ’s 
activities and progress will be forthet wring. 

**** 

b’EW CAPITAL: Another former minister f of finance i 
Marwan Awud, has opted for the post of director genera! of 
the Qatar Islamic Bank. In doing ij, Mr. Aw ad. also a for- 
mer director general of the Middle East Bonk for Invest- 
ment. declined the offer made by the Jordanian Association 
of Banks to become its new director general. The associa- 
tion will tints be searching far another candidate. Mr. Awad 
is already in Doha and will soon be joined bv his wife and 
children, including 6-year-old Mais. who with her smarts 
and personality is sure to be a smashing success. 

*<!** 

NEXT CHAPTER: The Indian embassy faces a rare situa- 
tion at month's end as its two top posts will be vacated — a 
simple matter of coincidence. Indian Ambassador Cajanan 
Wakankar will end 35 years of a distinguished diplomatic 
career and head home to Delhi in early February. At the 



same time. 
First Secre- 
tary Sanjay 
Panda com- 
pletes his 
three-year 
tour of duty in 
Amman and 
also returns to 
India to con- 
tinue at his 
foreign ser- 
vice head- 
quarters as 
undcr-sccrv- 


luf i. rerun • 

the ambus- Ambassador Gajanan and Neela Wakankar 

sudor's 


replacement has not yet been announced, the new envoy is 
expected to be a senior diplomat. Mr. Wakankar and his 
wife Neela. who was president for two consecutive terms of 
the Diplomatic Wt mien's Club in Amman, have two adult 
children, a son. Miliinl. who is completing a Ph.D. in New 
York, and a daughter, Radhika, who is working in the man- 
agement sector in India. The ambassador, who said his 
tenure in Jordan crowned his career, intends to remain 
active in social work, but there is always u possibility of his 
jumping into the political fray. As for Mr. Panda and his wife 
Minari, their “ exciting " stint in the Kingdom brought a 
baby brother for their 7-year-old Ankit. Now two and a 
half, the Pandas' son was named Aman (correct as spelled, 
and in Urdu means peace) as he was born after the signing 
of the Oct. 1994 peace treaty. On Monday evening the 
Wakankars will host a reception at their Jabal Amman resi- 
dence to say farewell and will also mark the occasion of the 
country ‘s Republic Day. 


FOR ENVIRONMENTS SAKE: Having drawn 

international attention to the pioneering role of regional 
ngos in envhunrnental protection, particular those in Jor- 
dan. Friends of the Environment President Raouf Dabbas 
wilt now make a new murk for the Kingdom. Mr. Dabbas. 
who is also an the Higher Committee for Environmental 
Protection of the General Corporation For The Protection of 
the Environment, was unanimously elected to the board of 
the Environment Liaistm Centre International in Nairobi. 
Kenya. Comprised of more than 900 organisations from 
over 100 countries, the ELCI focuses its work on desertifi- 
cation. biodiversity, women and development and urban 
issues. Mr. Dabbas will represent the region comprising 
Algeria. Egypt Morocco. Sudan. Tunisia. Israel. Jordan. 
Kuwait, Lebanon and Turkey. The two-year old Friends of 
the Environment aims to promote environmental education. 

**** 

WRITERS HONOURED: The Jordan Press Association 
bestowed honours on 12 of its 25-year members. The award 
recipients were 82-year-old Dcfalah Hmoitd. former minis- 
ter of interior and municipal affairs and publisher of AI 
Raya magazine and chainmui ofAlSahafi newspaper: Tariq 
Khuury, formerly with At Ra V and a BBC correspondent, 
also managing editor of Petra, the national news agency: 
Omar Abanda of At Ra’i. former press officer at the Prime 
Ministry •: NayeJ' Mahadmeh; Autweh Abu Maeleg; Omar 
Houmni; Tawfiq Kiwan : Shafiq Obeidat; Faye z Hamdan: 
Hushim Tarawneh; Dr. Musa Azrai and Mohammad Abba- 
di. Presenting the awards was JPA President Seif Sharif. 

MALLS A MANY: With three new shopping and commer- 
cial malls sprouting up around Amman, observers are 


scratching their heads wondering if there's enough pur- 
chasing power to absorb such mega enterprises. The 
Amman Mall, well into construction and under the propri- 
etorship of Haiti Ashour, owner oj C-Towrt. will house 60 
establishments including retail shops, restaurants, banks 
and travel agencies, and of course another C-Town super- 
market. Another venture is tluit of Omar Salah, chairman of 
Century Investment Group which employs 1.200 people at 
its 12 factories established ar the Qualifying Industrial Zone 
in Irbid. Mr. Salah s shopping mall is said lo be a S20 mil- 
lion project. But towering over both is the $ 140 million con- 
vention centre project of British-Iraqi businessman Nazmi 
Auchi, brother of Namir Auclti who hw killed along with 
Iraqi diplomat Hikmat Hajo and six other people in Amman 
last Saturday. The incident has raised concern about the 
prospect of Mr. Audit's pulling out his investments, in excess 
of SJ50 million, the single largest of a private foreign 
investor in Jordan. The convention centre, the tallest com- 
plex in Amman, is designed to acconunodate 1.500 people. 
Dismissing fears, Mr. Auchi told Reuters that at least for 
now there is no intention of freezing his growing activities in 
the Kingdom. 

***,# 

FORGET ISOMETRICS: The new sensation, so to speak, 
via Moscow is the development of polyacrylimiJ. a water- 
based synthetic substance said to help put youth back into 
the cheeks and. yes, the breasts. For the vain and daring, the 
new material and procedure is the bounty of Moscow-based 
Jordanian doctor Anwar Saad. Dr. SaaJ. who conducrs 
research at the Moscow Academy of Medical Sciences, says 
the high water content and non- toxic substances make poly- 
acrylimid a safe new way to cosmetic rejuvenation. It may- 
be worth watching if RJ flights to Moscow suddenly pick up- 
in seat factor. 

Jennifer Hamameh 


Keep it simple 
please 

By Jean-Claude Elias 

\ WAS complaining, in a Chip Talk pub- 
lished a few months ago. of the excessive 
complexity of the both the machines and the 
computer programmes we use everyday. 
Hardware and software manufacturers want 
small computers to become truly personal 
and “to be in every office, on every desk.” 

Surely, they don’t expect every PC user to 
have a college degree in computer science or 
electronics. To be popular computers must 
be easy to use and trouble-free. We're not 
there yet. Any user of Windows operating 
system will tell you that the road to really 
user-friendly machines is a long and tortuous 
one. 

As a partial answer to my prayer for sim- 
plicity. Opera Software, a Norwegian com- 
pany has recently released an Internet brows- 
er — a programme to explore the Internet — 
that is fast, straightforward to install and use, 
and can honestly claim the user-friendly 
label. 

Although the Opera browser has far less 
features and possibilities than its two giant 
rivals, Microsoft Inremet Explorer and 
Netscape Navigator/Communicator, there 
seems to be a clear demand for such a simple 
piece of software. 

Opera works with inexpensive hardware. A 
machine as basic as a 3S6 with only 4MB 
memory and a relatively slow modem ( 14.4 
KBps) will do. The size of the programme 
(about 1MB) is but a fraction of Explorer or 
Communicator. Opera does nothing but get 
you on the internet and let you explore it. 



without pretention or useless gadgerry, but it 
does it w'ell and fast. Because of its small 
size it actually runs faster dian its competi- 
tors. It even has one feature they don't have 
— it allows you to download data from sev- 
eral sites simultaneously. 

Without any special promotional effort. 
Opera openers expect to reach a market 
'share of 0.65 per cent of Internet browsers. 
This small percentage, however, represents a 
huge absolute value. It could also prove that 
Opera's designers are underestimating the 
market of their offspring. 

Indeed, most home users, schools, 
universities and small offices may prefer a 
simple but easy lo use and reliable pro- 
gramme to sophisticated but heavy ones. A 
large proportion of users admit using but a 
fraction of the numerous features and func- 
tions available in software like Communica- 
tor. 

Opera's pioneering approach may lead 
other software designers, including maybe 
Microsoft themselves, to rethink their strate- 
gy and to listen for once lo what PC users 
really want. This is true not only for Internet 
browsers but also for Windows, Word Pro- 
cessing. Data Base programmes. Operating 
Systems, etc. It is too early to rejoice, but if 
Opera's experience succeeds it could lead 
the whole software industry in a new direc- 
tion. Complex, advanced programmes will 
always exist and will certainly continue 
being improved and beefed-up. Users, how- 
ever,' will have the choice between a heavy- 
weight piece of software and a simpler one. 


NETS subscribers debate the limits of their own debates 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special in the Jordan Times 

WELL KNOWN FOR it's •■spicy” con- 
tent. Jordan's first electronic forum run 
by National Equipment and Technical 
Services (NETS), recently witnessed an 
impassioned debate that left many of its 
subscribers wondering about the bound- 
aries between slander and critique. 

Over the last two years, many of 
NETS' 2,700 subscribers participating 
in public conferences have continuously 
tesicJ the limits drawn between person- 
al attacks and critical debate. 

A subscriber's message early this year 
pushed the debate to its limits. The sub- 
scriber, Wa’el Barghouti. expressed his 
opinion on several controversial issues, 
ranging from Jordan's attendance at the 
Turkish-lsraeli military manoeuvres, to 
last year's parliamentary elections, the 
receiving of Judaism’s Chief Rabbi 
Ysrael Lao in Egypt by Azhar Universi- 
ty cleric Mohammad SayedTantawi. the 
closing down of 13 Jordanian weekly 
newspapers and Minister of Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi's job perfor- 
mance. 

Mr. Barghouti ‘s message on the “Ask- 
ihe-Govemmeni," public bulletin board 
on Jan. 6 described Syria as the only 
“true Arab country" left in 1998. 
referred to an “anonymous" traitor 
"from our leaders" and changed Jor- 
dan's name to "lsra-ordan.” 

The Qatar-based Jordanian subscriber 
also described Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak as "the most brazen, impudent 
and insignificant character for 97." He 
said the description also fit NETS' gen- 
eral manager, Marwan S. Junta. 

Mr. Barghouti's account was indefi- 
nitely suspended following (his episode 


and a "series of warnings,” as Mr. Juma 
said Mr. Barghouti had gone "over- 
board." 

According to Paragraph E of Section 
U of NETS' Terms and Conditions, set 
in early 1996. "Subscribers are not 
allowed io publicly attack, under NETS' 
public conferences, any other sub- 
scribers or any Jordanian public fig- 
ure! si." Mr. Barghouti 's opinion of Mr. 
Juma was held as a "public attack.” 

The suspension of Mr. Barghouti's 
account raised several questions among 
other subscribers pertaining to democra- 
cy and freedom of speech in the King- 
dom. the content of debates. NETS’ pol- 
icy and Mr. Barghouti's loyalty to Jor- 
dan. 

If democracy and freedom of speech 
are considered a "privilege" then "we 
cannot cull ourselves a democracy." 
wrote Rami Saffarini. 

Acknowledging “a certain degree of 
freedom in Jordan." Marwan Hanania 
expanded on the previous comment say- 
ing Jordan "cannot brag about [its] 
democracy." if people are continuously 
reprimanded for their opinions. 

When Imran Khateeb wrote "opposi- 
tion means being ami -country," he 
sparked the loyalty controversy. Mr. 
Khateeb said. “Many of the countries 
around us thrive on the fact that they can 
attack Jordan through...some Jordani- 
ans... who think they are nationalistic 
heroes...lby using] them as pawns." 

in the end Mr. Khateeb contended that 
NETS users "simply do not know how 
to debate. We have to insult and abuse 
and shout, ami most times we lose track 
of rhe issues." 

Another subscriberwas more direct in 
addressing Mr. Barghouti’s comments. 
Omar Tabbau told Mr. Barghouti point 


blank. “fl]f you don’t like democracy in 
Jordan, or the government... I advise 
you to leave the country." 

Mr. Baighouti fired back. “[I)t is only 
national ardour that comes to surface 
every time someone attacks Jordan or 
it's policies,... [i]ry to attack my 
thoughts and ideas... [IJt does not suit 
you to be a guard at the Jordanian gate 
asking people to leave whenever you 
feel they're not being loyal to Jordan!” 

Whether or not NETS intended 'Ask 
The Government' to serve as a forum 
for debate, subscribers have been voic- 
ing their opinions continuously within 
the conference's digital boundaries 
since it's establishment at the end of 
1996. The conference wax the first to 
have the government on-line in the 
Kingdom. 

But cyber space, once occupied by 
former Minister of Information Marwan 
Muasher. has been replaced with cyber 
void. As such, a number of subscribers 
have lamented the departure of the first 
on-line government spokesperson. Hadi 
Halazun even proposed renaming Ask- 
the-Govemment' to "Where is the gov- 
ern mentT' 

And as NETS users still persist, 
debating issues such as the recent slay- 
ing of eight people in Amman including 
an Iraqi diplomat and his wife, and the 
proposed adoption of the 1997 Cairo 
Declaration "as a form of peaceful 
protest against the inhuman sanctions 
imposed on the 'people* of Iraq.” the 
government nowadays rarely posts any 
answers, limiting its contributions to a 
weekly Cabinet report posted from the 
Ministry of Information's NETS 
account. 

Notwithstanding subscribers. Mr. 
Juma. in a message addressed to ‘A Bet- 


ter Jordan.’ Jan. 15 described the current 
on-line situation as "disappointing!" In 
the same letter. Mr. Juma complained 
that he "fail{s] to find one single mes- 
sage sent over the past 10 days or more 
that has anything to do" with the confer- 
ence. "Should every subject turn into a 
battlefield, with personal insults flying 
lefr[,l right and centre?" he asks. 
"Democracy does not mean anarchy. ... 
Does not give the right to personally 
insult each other." Mr. Juma stressed. 

In the past, when Mr. Juma first joined 
NETS, as its general manager 'A Better 
Jordan,' which has had mentions in pub- 
lications such as Newsweek. Business 
Week and the Jerusalem Report, was 
considered a platform for expressing 
opinions during iis foundation period 
when only "a select few” could partici- 
pate. Mr. Juma said he changed (his 
exclusivity so that anyone with a sub- 
scription could type out his/her opinion 
for debate with other individuals on- 
line. 

Later on, the debate forum was used 
to promote worthy causes. Recent 
examples were collections for contribu- 
tions and solicitations for volunteers to 
an orphanage. ‘Chariry Box’ was estab- 
lished as a sub-conference within a 'A 
Better Jordan’ to cater to future calls of 
a similar humanitarian nature. 

Yet near the end, NETS offered a less 
harsh opinion of the ‘1997 characters!’ 
letter as it’s on-line commentator. E- 
Guide, refers to Mr. Barghouti’s letter as 
a "Sign of Things to Come,” Jan. 15 and 
wrote: 'To be fair, Wa'el’s character 
poll did generate a few serious, even 
insightful responses on the side. And if 
this tidal wave is a sign of things to 
come, we can look forward to an active 
year on NETS.” 


Unicef 


Unicef 

The United Nations Children’s Fund, with headquarters in New York and Regional Office 
for the Middle East and North Africa based in Amman, seeks qualified candidates for the 
following position: 


The United Nations Children's Fund, with headquarters in New York and Regional Office 
for the Middle East and North Africa based in Amman, seeks qualified candidates for the 
following position: 

i 

Senior Secretary 
to the Deputy Regional Director 
Duty Station: Amman, Jordan 


Executive Assistant 
to the Regional Director 
Duty Station: Amman, Jordan 

Purpose of the Post: . .. 

To provide secretarial and administrative support to the Deputy Regional Director and coordinate the 

secretariat of the Programme Support Services and Emergency Section. 

Minimum Qualifications: ■ , . . . 

— First University Degree with major in English language or equivalent. 

— Recognised secretarial course. Knowledge and experience with computer applications, 

management and electronic communications. . . 

— Fluency in English and Arabic. Some knowledge of French desirable. 

— Minimum five yeais of experience in office management in the capacity of Sr. Secretary. 


Purpose of the Post: 

To provide office management functions of the Regional Director's office, coordination and follow up 
on action points within the Regional Office and heads of country offices. 

Minimum Qualifications: 

— First University Degree with major in English language or equivalent. 

— Recognised secretarial course. Knowledge and experience with computer applications, 
management and electronic communications. 

— Fluency in English and Arabic. Some knowledge of French desirable. 

— Minimum five" years of experience in office management in the capacity of Executive 
Assistant/Executive Secretary. 

Skills and Attributes: , ... . c .. . 

- Abil itv ro draft correspondence with very good writing skills in Enghsh. 

- Abilitv to organise, prioritise and manage the work of a high-level office. 

- Good judgement, initiative and a high sense of responsibility. 

- Abilitv to establish harmonious working relationship in an international and mulli-cultural 
environment. 


Skills and Attributes: 

— Ability to draft correspondence with very good writing skills in English. 

— Ability to organ ise, prioritise and manage the work of a high-level office. 

— Good judgement, initiative and a high sense of responsibility. 

— Ability to establish harmonious working relationship in an international and multi-cultural 
environment. 

Please send detailed resume, in English, quoting reference GS/RO 98-02 to: 


Please send detailed resume, in English, quoting reference GS/98-01 to: 

Asst. Admin./Personnel Officer 

UNICEF Regional Office 

P.O. Box 840028, Amman - 1 1 184, Jordan 


Asst. Admin./PersonneI Officer 

UNICEF Regional Office 

P.O. Box 840028, Amman — 11184, Jordan 

a i- - 'r he received by February 20, 1998. Acknowledgement will only be 

Applications tor this under Serious consideration. 

i INICEF is a smoke-free environment. 


Applications for this position must be received by February 20, 199S. Acknowledgement will only be 
' sent to short-listed candidates under serious consideration. 

UNICEF is a smoke-free environment. 
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Jordan, Israel provide different figures 
for trade exchange between them in ‘97 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan 
and Israel, their politi- 
cal ties cool since 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
took over 20 months 
ago, Wednesday gave 
conflicting accounts of 
import and export 
totals in bilateral trade 
exchanges. 

While Israel claimed 
its 1997 imports from 
Jordan totalled $12.5 
million and its exports 
reached $20 million, 
Amman maintained 
that last year's exports 
to the Jewish state 
amounted to $22 mil- 
lion while imports 
stood at $9 million. 

Though Jordanian 
and Israeli figures indi- 
cate an almost similar 
trade volume — $ 31 
million and $32.5 mil- 
lion respectively — a 
huge discrepancy 
remains between the 
two stovemments' 
export ana import fig- 
ures and their evalua- 
tion of bilateral trade 
statistics. 

In a statement late on 
Tuesday, the Israeli 
embassy here claimed 
a 130 per cent growth 
in trade volume with 
Jordan in 1997 com- 
pared to the previous 
year. 

But Jordanian offi- 
cials on Wednesday 


. Jay 

cautioned against reaa- 


Jgai 

ing too much into these 
figures and expressed 
dissatisfaction with 
trade ties with the Jew- 
ish state. 

“It is not very hard to 
achieve growth when 
your starting base is 
very low," said a Jor- 
danian official who 
requested anonymity. 

He said the volume of 
trade between Jordan 
and Israel was only 
$16 million in 1996 
and last year's growth 
had no political mean- 
ing. 

In addition, the offi- 
cial said bilateral trade 
volume appeared even 
smaller it one consid- 
ered that it included 


transit goods and re- 
exports from both 
states. 

“The [Jordanian gov- 
ernment's] figures 
include raw materials 
that enter Jordan from 
Israel in order to be 
manufactured and then 
exit Jordan to be reex- 
ported from Israel," the 
official said. 

Many Jordanian- 
Israeli joint ventures in 
an industrial zone in 
the northern city of 
Irbid rely on Israeli 
raw materials. 

“Jordan is not satis- 
fied with the trade vol- 
ume either with Israel 
or the Palestinians, and 
it has been working 
very hard in order to 
improve commercial 
ties with them," he 
said. 

Jordan and Israel 
signed a peace treaty in 
1994 ending a 46-year 
state of war and open- 
ing the door for bilater- 
al exchanges on the 
economic, political, 
and cultural levels. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s 
intransigent policies 
with the Palestinians 
and Jordan have dis- 
couraged Jordanian 
businessmen from 
turnin® to Israel. 
Instead, they are seek- 
ing to foster links with 
other Arab states, 
including Iraq. 

Amman has long 
complained that tough 
Israeli security search- 
es on the borders were 
hindering trade links 
between Jordan and 
Palestinian self-rule 
areas — a captive mar- 
ket to the Jewish state. 

“Jordan has been 
negotiating and dis- 
cussing the change 
from the back-to-back 
transport system to the 
door-to-door. one 
before- managing - to 
achieve it last year. 
Now~ we ' hope - to 
achieve the same 
change in transport 
system between us and 
the Palestinians," the 
official said. 

Until now. Jordanian 
trucks empty their 
loads into Palestinian 


trucks at King Hussein 
bridge, a process 
involving high cost and 
lengthy delays. 

But the commercial 
attachd at the Israeli 
embassy here, Shaul 
Sasson. said 1997 wit- 
nessed an obvious 
acceleration in trade 
between Jordan and 
Israel. 

He told the Jordan 
Times that, contrary to 
the government’s fig- 
ures, the Israeli ones 
“excluded raw materi- 
als en route to and 
departing from the Jor- 
danian-Israeli joint 
ilants." 


venture 


The Israeli figures 


were based on data 
given by the customs 
department, he said, 
and excluded goods in 
transit through the two 
countries. 

‘‘A lot of Jordanian 
imports and exports are 
done through Haifa 
port, while Israel uses 
mainly Aqaba for its 
exports to the Far 
East." 

He said a number of 
reasons could have led 
to the differences 


in 


bilateral trade figures. 
“It could be that some 


values were expressed 
in some different cur- 
rency but erroneously 
entered into dollars. It 
could also be that we 
included transport and 
insurance fees in some 


of our figures, while 
Jordanians 


the 

not. 


did 


he said. 


Chemical products, 
including raw materi- 
als for detergents, 
topped the Israeli list 
of Jordanian imports 
from the Jewish state, 
with $4.58 million 
* worth of supplies in 
1997. 

Jordan, also accord- 
ing to Israeli figures, 
exported $2.47 million 
worth of fertilisers and 
other agricultural 
chemicals during the 
same year. 

Mr. Sasson said phar- 
maceuticals accounted 
for a small percentage 
of bilateral trade main- 
ly because of compli- 
cated product registra- 
tion procedures in both 
countries. 

He said Jordan 
exported $2 million 
worth of machinery to 
Israel and imported $5 
million worth of simi- 
lar goods during the 
same period. 

He said many Jordan- 
ian companies were 
importing plastic pack- 
aging material and 
packaging machinery 
from Israel. 

Jordan exported 
$902,400 worth of veg- 
etables to Israel and 
imported $1,078 mil- 
lion worth of fruits and 
ornamental plants last 
year, according to 
Israeli sources. 

Israel, Mr. Sasson 
said, was looking into 
future imports or Jor- 
danian sand and 
cement. 


Fully Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Area 165 sq.m, with telephone. 2 bedrooms, 2 salons, 2 
bathrooms, central heating and all facilities separate. 
Ground floor, own entrance, garage and garden, within a 2 
apartment building only. Excellent location in Jabal 
Amman - between 3rd & 4th Circles - Quiet area. 

Tel.: 642006 


BMW fastest growing car 
company in the Middle East 


GERMAN LUXURY car manufacturer BMW has become the 
fastest growing automobile company in the Middle East, with sales 
increasing by 35 per cent in 1997. A total of 5,500 units were sold 
during the last 12 months, amounting to a turnover of DM410 mil; 
lion, with projections for 1998 even higher with the launch during 
the first half of the year of the new BMW 3 Series. 

“While all BMW models experienced substantial growth, the top- 
of-the-range BMW 7 Series performed particularly well with an 
increase in sales of 40 per cent,' 1 said Hendrik von Kuenheira, 
announcing the Middle East figures for 1997. 

Sales of the BMW 5 Series range bene fitted from the Dew CKD 
production in Egypt which was inaugurated last June. The assembly 
of the BMW 523i in Cairo is now fully operational, with the pro- 
duction of 100 units during December. Mr. Vbn Kuenheira pointed 
out thar the performance of the BMW 3 Series was quite spectacu- 
lar considering that 1997 was the last full model year for production 
of this car. 

With the launch of the new BMW 3 Series 4-door saloon and the 
intoduction of a new BMW 7 Series model to the Middle East, 
prospects for 1998 are equally bright, said Mn Von KuenheurUThe 
4-door saloon model in the new BMW 3 Series which is scheduled 
for launch in Europe at the end of April, will be available in the Mid- 
dle East only four to five weeks later, arriving in the region well 
before its introduction to the U.S.. Japan or the U.K. , 


horoscope 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The thing you and your 
friends want to do turns out to be too expensive. Don’t give 
up your dream, but do find another source of income. It's 
likely you'll come up with a creative idea tonight. An older 
person, somebody you don’t always agree with, is most 
likely to think of it. Accept suggestion from everybody. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) An offer you accept first 
thing this morning can work out well. Laier in the day, it will 
be hard to gel agreement on anything. That’ll be true with 
your friends, your boss even your spouse. Hang on a little 
longer. More money should become a available tomorrow. 
After that, you'll notice things loosening up. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) Your sweetheart makes a 
demand this morning that will hardly thrill you. It’s one of 
those “If you loved me, you'd..." kind of things. In this case, 
it wouldn't be such a bad idea to comply. It won't cost you 
that much, and it means quite a bit to die other person. 


CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) A loved one will give you 
excellent advice today. It's important to listen and leant. You 
don't need to do what be or she says. Just accept the coach- 
ing and make the decision. Well, that's the idea, anyway. 
Actually, you might be able to get away with letting the 
other person make a couple of the decisions, too. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Somebody at home is an 
anchor around your neck today. He or she won’t go along 
with your ideas, perhaps for good reason. That makes it 
even more infu riatin g, since you and a partner are convinced 
you're right Instead of being upset, listen. Your antagonist 
may see something you're avoiding. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The pace is picking 
up. and by tomorrow it's frill speed ahead. Right now you 
have some time to practise and ponder. Everybody thinks 
you know everything, and that's fine with you. The truth is 
that you have to study just like everybody else, and this is 
the day to do it Don't fall into the trap of simply reading 
comic books. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you do a little 
research, you might find a good deal on something about 
buying real estate? If so, you need to do the homework first. 
You do the homework and you have a better chance of get- 
ting the home. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You're strong, 
energetic and exceptionally good-looking. You'll need 
every bit of that extra energy to get what you want To out- 
wit a stubborn roommate, encourage his or her outrageous 
side. This person will get so crazy, you'll have free reign. 
You'll be the only sane one left 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Some 
people can be so stubborn. Your problem is that you try to 
please everybody. Today, that's going to be really difficult. 
Why don't you just please the one who signs your pay- 
cheques and worry about the other one later? 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to. .January .20) Schedule a 
brfeakfast date as early as possible. During the middle of the 
day, there will be conflict, and that's not a good time to go 
shopping. Well, you can if you're careful about your spend- 
ing. Only go shopping with a person who’s tighter with 
money than you are. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're in a 
strong position. If you're in a conflict with a Scorpio, how- 
ever, be careful. Scorpios like to be in control at all times, or 
they tend to get a little nasty. Show your mastery by letting 
this person have what he or she wants. Only if it's legal and 
within reason, of course. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There might be a bat- 
tle raging out there. It could involve a friend who lives far 
away, who's upset at being unable to do everything he or she 
wants. You can counsel your friend to lighten up a little bit, 
and that’s a good idea. Do what you can to help. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert WSfiama 


ACROSS 
1 Sorrows 
5 Space saucers 
9 Bofcvian capital 

14 Comic Johnson 

15 Entreaty 

16 Use the delete 
key 

17 Drop off 

20 Singeing 

21 Most authentic 

22 First in 
importance 

24 Laurel and 
Mikita 

28 Back talk 

29 Brief 
summation 

34 Young Guthrie 

35 Gore and 
Jarreau 

36 Lady of The 
Raven* 

37 Drop off quickly 

40 Cfick beetle 

41 April 15 
addressee 

42 Pilot or mobile 
sJarlor? 

43 ’More Than I 
Can Say* 
singer 

44 A year in the 
YUcatan 

45 Buenos . 

Arg. 

46 City of Yangon, 
formerly 

49 Hang-gilder's 
Ml 

53 Personal 

58 Dropoff 
instantly 

60 Contain 

61 Eur. particle 
accelerator * 

62 Spotted 

63 Tsar into strips 

64 Pari of DOS 

65 Square 
measure 


TUSPu&JMeaotaom 


■ 

u 

a 

■ 


a 

a 




a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 



a 


■ 

■ 

■ 

KE 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 



a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 



■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 


a 


a 

a 

■ 


a 




a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 


■ 

■ 


a 

■ 



a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 


■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 



■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 




■ 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 


■ 

■ 

■ 


a 




■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

a 

■ 



a 

■ 


a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 



■ 

■ 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 



■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 


■ 


a 



■ 


a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 



■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


By Gerald R. Ferguson 
Portland, OR 


DOWN 

1 Texas city 

2 Gud of the 
Mediterranean 

3 Singer James 

4 Fringe group 

5 Nominated 

6 Smal armada 


7 ■_ the fields 
we go...* 

8 Persian 
governor 

9 Host of TVs 
'Frontier 
justice' 

10 Seed coat 

11 Sheet ol glass 

12 Questions 

13 Piquancy 

18 Beer ingrerfient 

19 Harrison song, 

■ • Blues* 

23 Part of MIA 

24 Vaults 

25 Singer's 
sytaWes 

26 Put to rest 

27 •Prince of 
Tides* star 

30 Chou 

31 Richard de 

Lion 

32 Rocky ridge 

33 Squashes 

35 Nile's kx. 

36 _ Cruces, NM 

38 Like some knife 



Peanuts 


| HE MA5 THESE REWPEER. 
55, AND THEY FLY 
THR0U6H THE AlR 
PULLING HIS 5LEP... 


ANP IF YOU BELIEVE 
|THAT, l HAVEA 60LP 
BIRD NE5T THAT I'LL 
|Sai YOU FOR A DOLLAR! 
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{Andy Capp j 



TiCuA* IM*H SIMM M. 


39 1997 sd-fi tim. 
'Starship 

44 Capers 

45 Indigo dye 

47 _ -CIO 

48 Praying figure 

49 Inarticulate 
sounds 

50 Winnie the _ 


51 Gloomy 

52 Subterfuge 

54 Rival ol AmEx 

55 Teen follower? 

56 Quaker 

pronoun 

57 Mediterranean 
peak 

59 Crucial fad 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Around die middle of the 
day, you'll come up with an absolutely brilliant plan. It could 
be so new it doesn’t have a name yet. That's because you're 
inventing it as you go along. Necessity is the mother of 
invention, remember? Well, you guys needed to solve this 
problem, and you’re coming up with a unique solution. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20; You haven't even thought 
about borrowing money, beimise you hate going into debt 
You might want to reconsider. Someone in a position to 
make you a loan has been watching- He or she knows you’re 
a good risk. The only question is how much do you want to 
borrow and how do you want to pay it back? 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A partner has a brilliant idea. 
This will help you achieve a goal you’ve teen struggling 
with all week. You’ve been trying to get something to hap- 
pen before the conditions were ready. Well, they’re ready 
now. Go ahead and act early this afternoon, when the 
opportunity presents itself. Be watching for it 


CANCER: (.June 22 to July 21 ) You’ll have a lot of unex- 
pected things popping up. Some of them will be new orders, 
which is nice. Others will be breakdowns. You might get a 
little edgy later in the day, not knowing what to expect next 
If you go to work prepared for this, you’ll be ahead of the 
game. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) The problem you had yester- 
day is starting to look ridiculously simple. It might even look 
funny. That's because you finally got the joke-. Whatever you 
couldn’t see before has suddenly become visible. And that, 
of course, has made you a much wiser person. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You are trying to 
make sure everything gets done properly. That's your default 
position. You’re a natural quality-control inspector, because 
you keep track of the little odds and ends and make sure it's 
all done right. That’s your assignment, and it's going to be a 
challenge. You'll do a great job. You always do. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22; Chances are good 
that you won’t get a straight answer to question you ask this 
morning. This person doesn't want you to know everything 
quite yet. It'll be to your advantage to do some digging on 
your own. Continue to ask questions around the middle of 
the day and you’ll make a surprising discovery. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) This is a good 
day to buy things for the home. The problem is, you mighr 
be making a purchase because something just broke. That's 
likely to happen right around the middle of (he day. Be care- 
ful then, if at all possible. If you have a dog in the house, 
that's the one to watch. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You’ve 
bad a couple of tough days, but that should be pretty well 
over by now. You’re feeling a lot calmer. You're also learn- 
ing a lot more quickly. Go ahead and make decisions now. 
You can oust your judgement 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) It looks like 
spate new information will become available in the middle 
of the day. That will get you going. Somethmg.else.rmghi.be 
required before you can have what you want You want mat- 
ters to be complete as the work week ends. To make that hap- 
pen, you're going to have to scurry. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You like to see 
the humour in whatever is going on. but sometimes you for- 
get You tend to get serious because you care so much that 
things turn out a certain way. Well, maybe there’s something 
to be said for enjoying life. Allow that possibility to enter into 
your consciousness today. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You try to stay stable 
and calm, but it will definitely be a challenge today. Things 
are not only looking different than you expected, bur they 
seem to be changing all the time. Well, not to worry. Every- 
thing is probably all going to land butter side up. 
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Business & Finance 



Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, January 22-23, 1998 


Ministry of Finance will not reduce customs 
tariffs to 30% as previously planned 


** CONTRARY TO previous plans, ihe 
government will not reduce customs tar- 
iffs on all goods to 30 per cent. Finance 
Minister Suleiman Hafez has announced. 
Noting that the economic adjustment pro- 
gramme can be amended. Mr. Hafez said 
the Ministry of Finance found that it can- 
not reduce customs tariffs on all goods at 
present, as planned in the programme 
which expires at the beginning of next 


year. 


The minister indicated that the decision 
not to lower customs tariffs from 40 per 
cent to 30 per cent will be among the topic 
that Jordanian officials will discuss with u 
delegation from the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) at a later date this year. 
The delegation was scheduled to arrive in 
Amman early next month but the visit 
was postponed. The delegation aims at 
conducting a review and an evaluation of 


the Jordanian economy which posted pos- 
itive results last year. 

The government decided to cut customs 
tariffs to 40 per cenL last year in accor- 
dance with the economic adjustment pro- 
gramme which also stipulates that the 
customs tariffs be cut further to 30 per 
cent in early 199S. 

Mr. Hafez revealed that the Ministry of 
Planning, on behalf of the government, 
has started to lay down the broad lines of 
a national comprehensive plan to replace 
the economic adjustment programme in 
order to boost various economic sectors. 
The plan, which will be in line with the 
five-year development plan, aims at low- 
ering (he rate of indebtedness and sup- 
porting the trade balance among other 
measures that would strengthen the foun- 
dations of the national economy (Al 
Aswaqt. 


Arab Bank regains full control 
of its subsidiary in Morocco 


**THE ARAB Bank regained its lOU per 
cent ownership of Arab Bank/Morocco 
after purchasing the 50 per cent equity 
previously held by the Moroccan govern- 
ment. The deal was concluded following 
negotiations that have been going on with 
Rabat since April 1997. The deal was a 
step in the privatisation process that the 
Moroccan government is implementing 


towards opening up its economy and 
attracting capita! and invest mem front 
outside. 

Another deal expected in the future is 
for the Arab Bank to regain a full control 
over the Arab Tunisian Bank in light of 
the other privatisation process being car- 
ried out by the Tunisian government lAl 
‘Arab Al Sawm). 
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Middle East 
Investment Bank 
nears concluding deal 
with foreign investors 


By Issam Qadamani 

Sprcu.il to rim Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Middle 
East Investment Bank is 
about to conclude a JD10 
million deal with the French 
Socictc Generale Bank and a 
Lebanese partner, in a bid to 
increase its capital from 
JDIO million to JD20 million 
in implementation of (he 
Central Bunk of Jordon 
(CBJ ) instructions, the bunk's 
board chairman. Ali Mango, 
said Wednesday. 


Department 
reminds 
non-residents 
to pay tax 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The 
Income Tax Department 
(1TD) has reiterated that ;uiy 
amount of money paid to 
non-residents, and is sent 
abroad, is subject to a 10 per 
cent tax — as previously stip- 
ulated by the Income Tax 
Law, amended in iy%. 

According to ITD Director 
General Mansur Haddadin. 
this conies as n reminder to 
those involved, "an aware- 
ness-raising statement that 
shows that the department is 
serious regarding the matter." 

Jordanians arc considered 
residents if they reside in the 
Kingdom for a period of 120 
days every year. Non-Jorda- 
nians are regarded as resi- 
dents if they reside in the 
Kingdom for a period of 1 83 
days a year. 

Those who have to pay the 
10 per cent tax should submit 
an income assessment form to 
ITD, said Mr. Haddadin. 

He added that a l .5 per cent 
fine will be imposed on those 
who fail to pay on time. 

Mr. Haddadin said a project 
to strengthen and upgrade the 
income tax system in Jordan 
is underway with a $216,000 
grant from ihe United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP), and $530,000 from 
the government. 

The project is aimed at 
introducing major changes in 
the processing and adminis- 
tration of income taxes, and 
encouraging adherence to the 
current income tax system, he 
said. 

According to a UNDP state- 
ment published last year, 
because of limited manpower 
resources and inadequate 
computer hardware capacity 
of die ITD. it has been impos- 
sible for the government to 
ensure full compliance with 
existing tax legislation. 

It added that income tax has 
contributed Jess than antici- 
pated to the government’s 
domestic revenues, hindering 
its ability to deliver public 
services such as health and 
education effectively. 

A new computer hardware 
is now installed and works 
effectively in accessing rele- 
vant income data and moni- 
toring taxpayer compliance, 
Mr. Haddadin said. 

The UNDP statement said 
once formulated and put into 
operation, the new income tax 
administration is expected, by 
a conservative estimate, to 
result in an extra income tax 
revenue to the tune of more 
than $100 million over the 
coming three to four years. 


Mr. Mango added that the 
CBJ has approved the mea- 
sures to increase the capital 
to JD20 million through a 
partnership with the French- 
bank and a Lebanese partner. 

Mr. Mango said the French 
bank will cover the JDIO mil- 
lion increase in full. Banking 
sources said that the Societe 
Generale Bank and the 
Lebanese partner will buy 
shares worth JD5 million in 
the Middle East Investment 
Bank while the remaining 
JD5 million will be given as a 
loan to the bank. 

A delegation from the Soei- 
ete Generale Bank in Beirut 
will visit Jordan next month 
to finalise the deal. 

The Middle East Invest- 
ment Bank's net profits dur- 
ing the first six months of 
last year totalled JD5 1.000. 
Observers expected the bank 
to have achieved a similar 
amount during the second 
hall’ of 1997. 
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PAST 12 

~BRU 

Homs 

— rar 

OOKFMfY'5 HAKE 

P / E DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

no. or 

SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 


346.000 260.000 

ARAB BANK 

14. 7 1.25 

7 

400 

127600 

319.00 

319.00 



3.540 

1.430 

BARK 07 JORDAN 

4.9 0.00 

16 

7850 

11637 

1.55 

1.55 

- 

'Bi 

1.300 

.890 

KID. EAST INV.8K. 

68.3 0.00 

2 

400 

410 

1.01 

1.04 

.03-* 


2.680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BX. 

10.4 6.03 

3 

10000 

17300 

1.73 

1.73 



5.300 

4.610 

THE BOUSING BX. 

15.6 3.73 

2 

860 

4415 

5.20 

S.20 

_ 


4.1B0 

1.B50 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

10.5 0.00 

4 

292 

576 

2.00 

1.98 

.02- 


4.050 

2.250 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

12.2 4.00 

6 

3944 

9464 

2.40 

2.40 



1.530 

1.070 

UNION BK.BAV.ZNV. 

P 0.00 

2 

3531 

3778 

1.0B 

1.07 

.01- 


2.350 

2.250 

JOS. IW.nN.8AMK/HXV 

E 0.00 

1 

100 

218 

2.30 

2.18 

.12- 


1.740 

.870 

BXXT.AL-KAL (BKITKA) 

.6 16.67 

1 

600 

540 

.90 

.90 



Marx SXC70X totali index i 22a 

.18 ZCBEi -0.04 

K3 

27967 

17593B 




r 

2.100 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH XHSUI. 

6.0 7.08 

i 

200 

424 

2.10 

2.12 

.02- 


2.500 

1.990 

JORDAN CULT XNSXR. 

g 0.00 

i 

100 

263 

2.50 

2.63 

.13* 


ZUORAHCX SECTOR TOTALS INDEX I 121 

.25 *CHC: *0.42 

2 

300 

687 





2.0S0 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 

9.4 5.13 

6 

12500 

24362 

1.94 

1.95 

.01- 


3.620 

2.450 

H1MEH MINERALS 

18.3 4.31 

l 

400 

1446 

3.62 

3.62 



1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 0.00 

12 

3745 

3821 

1.02 

1.02 



1.590 

1.150 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

18.3 0.00 

2 

500 

600 

1.1B 

1.20 

.02* 


4.000 

2.890 

ARAB XHTL.INV.COUC. 

10.3 0.00 

7 

7113 

27889 

3.94 

3.93 

.01- 


1.090 

.900 

IARXA EDUCATION 

g 0.00 

4 

13600 

13110 

.94 

.95 

.01* 


2.160 

1.630 

UNIFIED 00. 

8.3 6.29 

17 

5800 . 

. 10170 

1.74 

1.75 

.01* 


nxvzct SXCTOt TOTALI INDEX i 117.04 ZCB6l *0.14 

■a 

43858 

81399 





4.450 

2.750 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.4 3.63' 

• '18 

4671 

14062 

3.01 

3.03 

.02* 


4.140 

3.050 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HIRES 

10.0 2.78 

2 

700 

2520 

3.60 




7.050 

5.600 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

13.9 3.36 

7 

155100 

884070 

5.80 

5.70 

.10- 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REFINAWf 

10.1 8. SI 

8 

3330 

35158 

10.50 

10.45 

.OS- 


2.890 

1.330 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AC R. 

g 0.00 

5 

259 

352 

1.39 

1.38 

.01- 


4.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARH. MANF- 

11. 8 4.67 

10 

1400 

5971 

4.27 

4.28 

.01* 


8.540 

5.000 

ARAB CHEH. DTRXOI. 

24.5 3.75 

1 

15000 

120000 

7.67 

8.00 

.33* 


6.000 

4.400 

OAR ALDAHA DV.ZNV. 

14.4 - 4.24 

3 

4000 

23317 

5.75 


.14* 


3.650 

2.220 

ARAB ALQM.IHD. 

5.6 10.42 

3 

316 

757 

2.39 

2.40 

.01* 


.630 

.440 

LIVESTOCK t POULTRY 

9.5 0.00 

2 

1050 

473 

.46 

.45 

.01- 


.700 

.510 

NATIONAL IHD3. 

g 0.00 

3 

2250 

1328 

.60 

.59 

.01- 


1.130 

.370 

ZNTERHZD.PETRO.CHKM. 

g 0.00 

11 

9800 

4037 

.41 

.42 

.01* 


.820 

.530 

JOR. ROCKWOOL IHDS. 

g 0.00 

1 

250 

135 

.55 

.54 

.01- 


2.640 

1.380 

□NZV.CHEM. XKDS. 

12.9 6.99 

9 

1750 

2503 

1.51 

1.43 

.08- 

** 

3.000 

1.160 

NATL. CABLE WIRE. NT AC 

27.0 0.00 

7 

4450 

5032 

1.10 

1.12 

.06- 


.520 

.530 

JOR. SULPBO-CH1H 

g 0.00 

22 

161050 

96599 

.58 

.58 



1.610 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM.CHEM. 

15.3 5.63 

6 

1177 

1411 

1.19 

1.20 


a 

1.800 

.820 

U8XV. NOON. JNDS. 

P .25 

11 

30800 

26185 

.85 

.86 

.01* 


1.410 

.690 

JOR. XKDS . RESOURCES 

9.8 13.70 

1 

250 

183 

.72 

.73 

.01* 


.960 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

16.5 0.00 

1 

500 

450 

.90 

.90 



1.300 

1.080 

XNTL. TOBACCO 

6.6 0.00 

7 

5141 

6168 

1.19 

1.20 

.01* 


1.200 

.860 

UNION CH. c via. 

45.5 0.00 

1 

100 

100 

1.02 

1.00 

.02- 


.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

32.1 7.04 

9 

9100 

6461 

.71 




.840 

.570 

HXD.EA3T COMPLEX 

7.6 16.13 

9 

5600 

3424 

.61 

.62 

.01* 


ZBDU8TRZAL MCTOt TOTALS INDEX i 111. 

01 *CSSi -0.58 

158 

418080 

1240787 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX i 165. 

12 *CBG« -0.22 

253 

490205 

149BB12 
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.610 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

10.1 0.00 

12 

24000 

8885 

.37 

.38 

.31* 


.800 

.660 

UNION IKV. 50* 

g o.oo 

4 

489 

102 

.71 

.71 



.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g o.oo 

16 

25250 

12181 

.46 

.50 

.02- 


.500 

.280 

ARAB INTL.XHV.TRD. 

32.2 0.00 

5 

9000 

2520 

.28 

,2B 



.750 

.380 

NATL . KULT . BMC . RAMZCO 

g 0.00 

29 

133500 

63345 

.47 


.02* 


.520 

.400 

ARAB ELECT. XKDS. 

g 0.00 

2 

500 

245 

.48 




.660 

.580 

HXDEAST PHARH. 90* 

E 0.00 

3 

1900 

1045 





2.500 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

g o.oo 

2 

1800 

1998 

1.36 




.730 

.550 

BAEZ PHARH. 

s 0.00 

3 

1000 

1278 

.70 


.02* 


.470 

.340 

UtOS. EMC. 

g 0.00 

3 

2500 

675 

.27 



hi 

.950 

.600 

ADVANCED FHMKR.MD. 

X 0.00 

45 

38071 

22586 

.60 




.820 

.490 

RAIL. PODLTRT 

X 0.00 

12 

19769 

10873 

.55 



*» 

.950 

.770 

OPTICAL* HEARXNO 75* 

E 0.00 

1 

50 

24 




M 

1.000 

.660 

NAT.ALUHZNIUH. 75* 

94.6 0.00 

Z 

500 

215 

.68 



M 

1.310 

1.000 

K7TRXDAR 

E 0.00 

12 

8400 

9B68 

1.17 



98 

1.000 

.150 

EKBAL PRINT 00. 75* 

E 0.00 

8 

53000 

29680 

.85 

.81 

.04- 

dUUra TOTAL 




sea 

321329 

165519 
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IN JORDAN - EGYPT & BRAZIL 
Amman. Anna Forum Hotel Shops 6th Circle. 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

TEL:- 5920605-5920609 
FAX:- 5932605 


STUDIO Hfllfi 

Professionatqvtfttyto 

1 hour service 

Develop yoitf cotour Rim 
at cor shop and get 

* JUMBO pho& sk® 

$0% terser. 

* FfOQ enfargetnem 

no* 30 cm. 
[Sfttneisafti - Opposite 
1 Grindlays Bank- 
Phone: 604042 
SwertfehTel: C238Q1 


crown HOTEL 


JNOOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING 
POOL 
SAUNA, 
JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 
SQUASH 
COURTS 



Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 



ftt 

Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


SANABEL 


Real 


late 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
to. 864230 865161 



QuaPty Serviced Suites 


4IB# 6 IM B tf ftk *— ■ ■ PWty 
»EU*b A 
KmcoaMr RMCi 


£*I*«PP*6 KKOkoMOU * D*a> 

LmMht * ! 


-t’.r.t.lr 

Tri. £W»2(i72 Fi\ h.W 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 

OR 


684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 


TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 



667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 



W^oAN 


JO**' 


r 













































































io Sports 


Australian ODen 


Venus rising as Sampras path 


to the final opens up 


Moya , Philippousis crash out 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Venus Williams beat sister 
Serena to establish herself 
as the rising women’s star at 
the Australian Open on 
Wednesday as the fall of 
two more men's seeds 
opened up Pete Sampras^ 
path to the final. 

Defending champion 
Sampras surged into the 
third round with a quiekfire 
6-2, 6- 1 , 6-2 win over 
Italy's Davide Sanguinetti. 
But 1997 finalist Carlos 
Moya and home hero Mark. 
Phiiippoussis were beaten, 
taking the number of ousted 
men’s seeds to six. 

They were in the same 
section of the draw as 
Sampras, winner of two pre- 
vious Australian Opens, 
who now will not meet 
another seed until the semi- 
finals. 

Venus Wiliams, 17, tri- 
umphed over her 16-year- 
old sister 7-6. 6-1 in an 87- 
minute first professional 
battle between two of the 
women expected to domi- 
nate tennis for the next 
decade. 

The much-awaited show- 
down ended with the 
Williams bowing together 
to centre court fans and 
walking off hand-in-hand. 
Venus saved her apology for 
the dressing room. 

“I told her i am sony to 
take you out. Let’s make 
sure next time we play in a 
final and we can play for a 
title,"' Venus said,, , , 

"It was not ‘fiiriny efimi- ' 
nating my sister, but I have 
to be tough. 

“Serena hates to lose and 
her reputation is that she 
doesn't lose to anyone 
twice. So I am definitely 
going to have to practice 
secretly if I want to win next 
time as well." 

Despite the expectations, 
the match failed to reach 
any heights. There were 
eight breaks of serve in the 
first set and both grimaced 
and smashed their rackets to 
the ground in frustration. 

“I have never had that 
many double faults in my 
life, not even when I was 
younger," Serena said. 

Mirjana Lucic. the 
youngest player in profes- 
sional tennis, lost 7-5. 6-4 to 



Hicham Arazi of Morocco points to the crowd after defeating Mark Phiiippoussis of 
Australia during their second round match at the Australian Open in Melbourne 
January 21. Arazi defeated Phiiippoussis in five sets 1-6 6-2 4-6 6-1 9-7 (Reuters 
photo) 



World No. 1 and defending champion Pete Sampras of the U.S. reaches for a back- 
hand during his second round match against Italy's Davide Sanguinetti at the 
Australian Open in Melbourne January 21. Sampras won in straight sets 6-2 6-1 6-2 
(Reuters photo) 


No. 4 seed and fellow Croat, 
Iva Majoli. She hinted at a 
conspiracy against her when 
she accused the umpire of 
deliberately overruling line 
calls that were good. 


“Every game there were 
balls in and they called them 
out “Everyone could see 
they were in," said the 15- 
year-oid. 

“The chair umpire was 


overruling everything. The 
Iineperson called ir good 
and the umpire called it 
out.” Lucic estimated there 
were around 15 dubious 
calls and hinted that it could 


Eighth seed Conchita 
Martinez of Spain beat 
Miriam O remans of the 
Netherlands and ninth seed 
Sandrine Testud of France 
downed German Jana 
Kandarr. 


Benarbia stunner holds Marseille 


PARIS (AFP) — A stun- 
ning 25 yard freekick by 
Monaco playmaker Ali 
Benarbia sealed a 1-1 
draw for 10 man Monaco 
against Marseille in the 
Riviera derby on 
Tuesday. 

However, their draw 
meant they made no 
ground up on pacesetters 
Metz who were also held' 
1-1 by relegation strag- 
glers Cannes — Metz, 
lead Paris Saint 
Germain, who play 
Wednesday, by two 
points while Monaco are 
third four points in 
arrears with Marseille a 
further point behind. 

The 29-year-old 

Benarbia brought the 
French champions, who 
had French defender 
Sylvain Legwinski sent 
off for a second bookable 


offence in the 81st 
minute, a welcome point 
after they had lost two of 
their last three matches, 
and only scraped home 
2-1 in extra-time over 
part-timers Dijon in a 
Cup match at the week- 
end. 

The Algerian midfield- 
er directed his freekick 
perfectly beyond 

Marseille's German 
keeper Andreas Kopke to 
equalise Olivier 

Echouafni’s 45th minute 
header for the 1993 
European Cup winners. 
Marseille coach Rolland 
Courbis said afterwards: 
"It’s always tough to 
concede a goal three 
minutes from the end of 
a match through a 25- 
yard freekick against a 
side reduced to 1 0 men. 

But we expected a 


close match and I can't 
complain about my 
team’s performance." 
Metz’s French interna- 
tional Robert Pires, who 
is a target for English 
Premiership side 

Newcastle, gave his side 
a 41st minute lead with a 
header from Stephane 
Rondalaere's cross. 

However, Cannes, who 
are unbeaten in their last 
three league matches 
including a well 
deserved 1-0 win over 
Monaco, hit back strong- 
ly in the second-half but 
had to wait till four min- 
utes from the end when 
Yao Senaya’s cross was 
converted by David 
Mazzoncini. 


Juventus through 
to Italian Cup semis 


TURIN (AFP) — Juventus booked their place in the Italian 
Cup semi-finals here on Tuesday night, after the champi- 
ons ground out a 0-0 draw with Fiorentina. 

The away goals rule saw the home side through after hav- 
ing rallied from 2-0 down to a 2-2 draw in Florence a fort- 
night ago. 

Juventus had the lion's share of possession in a tense first 
half, while Fiorentina did little more than soak up the pres- 
sure. Filippo Inzaghi. who twice came close in the opening 
45 minutes, then hit the crossbar within a few minutes of 
the re-stan as the league champions continued to dictate 
the pace. 

Fiorentina’s new Brazilian striker making a promising 
full debut. Inzaghi should have opened the scoring in the 
68th minuie. but Fiorentina’s reserve goalkeeper Valerio 
Fiori dived at the Juventus striker’s feet to block the shot 
from point-blank range. 

Ten minutes later. Inzaghi somehow failed to connect for 
a shot from just outside the six-yard box. And Juventus ‘ 
nearly paid dearly for the misses in the closing minutes. 

Substitute Luis Oliveira gallopped through on the break 
and fed the ball wide for Edmundo, only for Juventus' 
Uruguayan defender Paolo Montero to intercept just as the 
Brazilian was about to lash the ball home. Juventus now 
face either Lazio or AS Roma for a place in the final. 
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be linked to legal action 
taken so she could play on 
the women's tour. 

Majoli did not get 
involved in the row but said 
her young compatriot still 
had “a lot to learn.’’ 
Morocco’s Hicham Arazi 
outgunned Australian 
'Scud’ Phiiippoussis. the 
15th seed, 1-6, 6-2, 4-6, 6-1. 
9-7 in one of the perfor- 
mances of the day. 

The diminutive Moroccan 
No. 1 surprised even him- 
self by firing down 21 aces 
against 19 for Phiiippoussis. 
who was routed in front of 
his home-town fans. 

But Australia discovered a 
new hero in Richard 
From berg who beat Spanish 
ace Moya 4-6, 6-4, 7-6, 6-t. 
Moya lost in last year's final 
to Sampras. 

Moya, the fairy tale of last 
year's Open and the biggest 
casualty so far, crashed out 
in two hours 3 1 minutes and 
then said he would try to 
forget his outstanding 1997. 

The Spaniard, who beat 
Boris Becker, Jonas 
Bjorkman and Michael 
Chang on the way to last 
year's Australian Open 
final, said: “I had great 
experiences last year but I 
want to forget it as soon as 
possible. Now I will have to 
live with ray new ranking 
which will be 18 or 20.’’ 
Other top ranked players 
lived dangerously before 
getting through. 

Men’s fourth seed Jonas 
Bjorkman of Sweden Was 
two sets and a break . down 
to Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa but performed a great 
escape and won 6-7, 4-6,6- 
4, 6-2, 6-3. 

But sixth seed Petr Korda 
of the Czech Republic beat 
Australian Scott Draper 7-6, 
6-3, 6-3. 

Women’s second seed 
Lindsay Davenport of the 
United States saved six 
match points before knock- 
ing out Karina Habsudova 
of Slovakia, 2-6, 6-0, 9-7. 



Croatia's Iva Majoli hits a forehand during her second round win over compatriot ll Pll ^ * 
Mirjana Lucic at the Australian Open in Melbourne. Majoli won in straight sets 7-5 / 


6-4 (Reuters photo) 
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Venus Williams (L) raises her sister Serena's hand as they salute the crowd following 
their second round match at the Australian Open in Melbourne January 21. Venus 
defeated her younger sister 7-6 6-1 (Reuters photo) 
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over Australia's Scott Draper at the Australian Open „ 

Korda won m straight sets 7-6 6-3 6-3 (Reuters photo) January G: of 


TEL-634M4 CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 


GNEMA TELM0V23H 


CINEMA TEL:677420 


CINEMA TEL: 079 33430 


PHILADELPHIA "1“ i PHILADELPHIA "2" 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 2 


CINEMA TEL H79 33430 


GALLERIA 1 


George Clooney 

THE PEACEMAKER Nicole Kidman .. in 


// ffiaham YJaoeS T Wt b 
l TEL: 625155 




SCREAM 

Shows: 8:30, 10:30 


NOW ON DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT 


Shows: 12:30, 2:15. 6:30. m 

8:30 10:30 THE PEACEMAKER BEVERLY HILLS 

NINJA 

BULLETL PROOF 

c . , n ... ,., n Shows: 12:30, 2:15, 6:30, Shows: 12:0 0 2:00, 6:30 

Shows: 12:30, 2:15, 6:30, g- 30 , 10:30 

8:30, 10:30 A " A 


Nadya At Jundl, Ahmad Bedelr AB °° UN ABD0UN now ON DULY 

& Nahla Salameh.Jn ROBIN WILLIAMS .... IN THE GOV ERNMENT r _ 

RIDING HIGH jack ROME + JULIET SERVICE 

Shows: 12:15, 2:15. 6:15. 8:15, 10:30 OF PEOPLE 

coaeoan „ Starring Hisham Yancs v yh P - 1 'Sn a 

MR. BEAN ^ 2:0 °- 6:30 ' S:3 °- 10:30 ShOWS:2:00 ' 6:30 ' S:30 ' 10:45 and Anal Dabbas ** * * 

^ Shows: 6:30, g:30. 10:30 J\^ J ^ Jl^For reservations call: 640)55, 625 1 55^ N ! 
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United striker Alan Shearer (Riis tackled bv Liverpool defender Phil Babb 
n l AnfielcL January 20. The match ended 1-0 to Liverpool with a goal from Michael 
On-en (Reuters photo t 

Owen’s goal earns Liverpool win 
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LIVERPOOL (AFPj — 
^ Michael Owen's superb 
j L »arly goal earned Liverpool 
' j 14) win over Newcastle 
here on Tuesday, propelling 
[be Merseysiders up a place 
io third in the Premiership. 
The brilliant young striker 
dwsted Jason MeAteer's 
pass before firing in a stun- 
ning chive off the underside 
of the bar for his 12th goal 
tftye Reason. 

hrle starlet Owen was on 
target, England striker Alan 
Shearer came off the bench 
for his second successive 
same as substitute after his 
return from injury. Even 
though Newcastle did have 
the toll in the net once in the 
first half, they badly need a 
fully fit Shearer. 

J This.vds the third meeting 
between the two in 23 days 
wthTJyerpool winning the 
firsr two. Liverpool manag- 
er Roy Evans said after- 
wards: “It was a hard game 
for usi hot a classic, and we 
had'tb dig deep. And we 
showed we are capable of 
doing that. 

-Newcastle certainly put 
the pressure on and we had 
to&ffld up.to.it. Sometimes 
canal are not about being 
jW|fp play but about being 
abj|f.lo dig Jeep. “It's 
infant when you are I -0 
opaca io concede one and 
uejipod our ground." And 
otr§wen’$ match winner, he 
added, simply: "It was a 
crencgoal." 

Arid .victory by two dear 
goals would have put them 
mla^ second spot in the 
Premiership ahead of 
Bladtbum. Instead. 

Liverpool are level on 
points with Blackburn and 
live,., points behind 
Manchester United. 

Newcastle were without the 
suspended Darren Peacock 
andJDayid Batty and the 
injured pair Phillipe Albert 


and Steve Howey. 

John Barnes, playing his 
first game back aiAnfield 
since his August free trans- 
fer. got a rousing reception 
I rum the Kop and a standing 
ovation from the fans who 
idolised him for a decade. 

Liverpool were 

unchanged from the side 
that drew fl-U at Leicester on 
Saturday. Michael Owen 
surviving a scare after pick- 
ing up a leg injury in the 
Filbert Street clash. 

Aaron Hughes came in to 
do the same man marking 
job he had at St Janies' Park 
in the recent League Cup 
tie. while the Geordics had 
Stuart Pearce in the centre 
of a back three. 

Newcastle strung nine 
men across the park from 
the off. and were subjected 
to a fearsome barrage by 
Liverpool. 

Dalglish's team barely got 
a touch in this deluge, and 
Liverpool created one glori- 
ous seventh minute chance. 

Steve McManaman. the 
subject of more Barcelona 
transfer speculation on the 
eve of the g'ame — denied 
by player and club — sent . 
Paul Ince into the box. 

The cross was met by 
Oyvind Leonurdsen six 
yards out and Shuka Hislop 
produced a brilliant reflex 
save with Robbie Fowler 
putting the lose ball over the 
bar. But after 17 minutes 
Liverpool were deservedly 
ahead. Ince lost possession 
with an ambi lious back- 
heel on the edge of the box. 
But he chased after Jon Dahl 
Toriusson and won it back 
with a fierce tackle. 
Although it was from 
behind, he took the ball 
cleanly with referee Graham 
Barber only feet away. 
Jason Me A leer fed the ball 
out to Owen, who chesied it 
on and lashed home a stun- 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Located in Abdoun area. Consists 
a("3 bedrooms, 180 sq.m., 1 st floor. 
Super deluxe, suitable for diplomats. 

For details call 5932427 


CAR FOR SALE 


FORD TOPAZ, model 1993, 

4-.cy finder fuel injection, full options, 
customs are not paid, UAE plate. 

In very good condition 
(driv en by a lady )- 

If interested, please call 5157484 Amman 
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Announcement 

JTV 

On file occasion of it 30th anniversary, Jordan 
Television is holding a contest for best logo 
design for this special occasion. The winning 
logo will be chosen by a committee from Jordan 
Television, and the winner will receive 
acknowledgment on television and also will 
receive a prize. 

Contest requirements : 

1- Colour design printed on A4 paper. 

2- Story board for a Full animation sequence. 

Designs to be delivered to Marketing & 
Commercial Advertising Department 
Jabal Amman - 2nd circle Tel # 64221 1 & 642212 . 

Deadline for receiving the designs is Feb. 15* 1993 


ning drive off the underside 
of the bur. 

Newcu.slle started die sec- 
ond half bristling with intent 
and their fans were soon 
chanting for Shearer's intro- 
duction. They finally got 
their wav after 60 minutes, 
with the England captain 
replacing Barnes. 

Liverpool had a wonderful 
chance to make it 2-0 when 
Fowler fed McManaman on 
a Hying break down the 
right. When the winger 
pulled the ball back for 
Fowler, he scooped the ball 
over from a great position. 
Fowler was being goaded hy 
“greedy" chants from the 
visiting fans and had gener- 
ally looked out of touch. 

Another Pearce frcekick 
after 64 minutes flashed 
through the wall and keeper 
David James fumbled again, 
but this time he was able to 
retrieve the situation. Hislop 
saved well from a 
Leonhurdsen drive and then 
Fowler cracked a shot off 
Steve Watson for comer 
after McManaman had set 
him up. From the flagkick 
Jamie 1 Redknapp' ctirled' a 
20-yarder over the angle. 
But Liverpool hung on for a 
deserved victory. 


Sydney hosts biggest swim 
meet before Olympics 

SYDNEY (AFP) — The biggest swimming meet in Sydney’s 
history got off to u flying start Wednesday in what is seen here 
as a dummy run for the 2GtKJ Olympics. 

The 3S nations and 3UU .swimmer-, here lor the two-da\ world 
cup shorteourse swimming series made it the biggest gathering 
ever for a short course meet and the biggest international prior 
to the 2000 Games. 

There was no doubt many fans were here to see Michael 
Klim and Alexander Popov dual in a rematch of their long 
course world championship final and the pair didn't disappoint. 

They went liead in head in a closely (ought 100m freestyle 
with the Russian pipping his training partner in a time of 47.46. 

Klim, who has had to fight off hordes of screaming teenage 
fans since he won seven medals, including lour gold, in Perth, 
was philosophical about his time of 47.69. 

’Tin not tun tired and I'm swimming pretty 1'asL I'm still 
enjoying it and I achieved what 1 wanted to achieve last week 
so losing here does not really worry me." 

Gemtan powerhouse Mark Wamecke is another swimmer in 
prime form after demolishing the field in the 5i»m breaststroke. 
However, he was disappointed to only equal his own world 
record of 26.97. 


SCOREBOARD 


NBA 

Atlanta 

Portland 

Dallas 

Vancouver 

Phoenix 

NHL 

Pittsburgh 
New Jersey 
NY Rangers 
Philadelphia 
Chicago 
Edmonton 
Los Angeles 


103 

Milwaukee 

93 

S6 

Cleveland 

84 

107 

Seattle 

98 

88 

Denver 

77 

87 

Golden State 

69 

0 

Ottawa 

0 (OTl 


Detroit 
St Louis 
Buffalo 
NY Islanders 
Phoenix 
Calgary 


Scottish League 
Second Division 
Queen of South 0 


Sienhousemuir 1 


English FA Cup Third-round replay 


Reading 
Third Division 
Scarborough 
Colchester 
Notts County 
Macclesfield 
Exeter 


English Premiership 
Liverpool i 


Cheltenham 

Torquay 

Cardiff 

Hull 

Scunthorpe 

Barnet 


Newcastle 


Italian- Cup ' 
Juvcntus 


0 i". Fioreniina 


0 


(2-2 on aggregate. Juventus qualify on away goals rule! 


Sydney organisers increase 
drug-testing budget 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Organisers of the Sydney 
2000 Olympics said 
Tuesday they will increase 
their drug-testing budget 
following the furore over 
Chinese attempts to smug- 
gle illegal growth hormones 
during the world swimming 
championships. 

Sydney Organising 

Committee for the Olympic 
Games iSOCOG ) chief 
executive Sandy Holl way- 
said the move would allow 
blood tests to be adminis- 
tered for human growth hor- 
mones. if a reliable method 
of testing is discovered. 

SOCOG now only bud- 
gets for urine tests, which 
cannot detect growth hor- 
mones. 

“It is an expensive process 
but the money's got to be 
spent." he told Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation 
radio. 

"It’s probably more 
important than a number of 
other things." The move 
follows the banning of two 
Chinese team members for 
bringing 1 3 vials of undilut- 
ed growth hormones into 
the country during the 
world swimming champi- 
onships in Perth earlier this 
month. 

Four other Chinese swim- 
mers tested positive for the 
banned substance 

Triamterene, a diuretic, 
which medical experts say 
is a masking agent for ana- 
bolic steroid use. 

The doping scandal and 
the bureaucratic bumbling 


that followed overshad- 
owed the championships, 
something SOCOG officials 
arc only too aware of. They 
are determined to prevent a 
repeat when the eyes of the 
world will be on Sydney. 

SOCOG expects to do 
approximately 2.000 drug 
lesi.s — at a cost of SOQ.OOO 
Australian dollars 

(S536.000J — during the 
Games, involving all 
medallists and some ran- 
dom tests. 

“Unless there is integrity 
in the sports and confidence 
in the integrity, then the 
Olympics are nothing.” 
Hollway said. 

There is currently no fail- 
safe test for human growth 
hormone, or for erythropoi- 
etin tEPO). which increases 
red blood cells and occurs 
naturally in the body, mak- 
ing them difficult to detect. 

But International Olympic 
Committee member Phil 
Coles said in Perth he was 
confident a reliable test 
would be in place by the 
2000 Games. 

"Research is being carried 
out. We are spending a lot 
of money funding experts 
around the w'orld. We will 
achieve that target." 

Hollway said SOCOG had 
budgeted to set up the infra- 
structure. the venues, the 
volunteers and the lab ser- 
vices to do urine tests for 
the Games but not for blood 
tests. 

“The slight qualification 
now ... is that there is a lot 
of research being done on 


the human growth hormone 
and a tes’t for it. 

"Without prejudging that 
research, if it turned out that 
a solution required the col- 
lection of blood samples 
that were in addition to the 
urine testing, then that 
would be a more expensive 
proposition and we are 
doing some contingency 
planning for that." 

On another matter, 
Hollway said construction 
of the biggest stadium in 
Olympic history at 
Homebush. in Sydney's 
w'est. was on time and on 
budget. 

He said a series of test 
events w'ould be carried out 
in the lead-up to 2000 “to 
make sure systems from 
volunteer deployment to 
technology are functioning 
as they should." 

“I think there's a lot of 
merit in our deliberately try- 
ing to put pressure on the 
system in advance of the 
pressure we’ll hit at the 
Olympics.” 

The Olympic Park's 
Aquatic Centre will receive 
its first lest this week when 
it hosts the World Cup 
shortcourse swimming 
meet, featuring 300 com- 
petitors from 40 countries. 
The 2000 Olympics will be 
staged from September 15 
to October 1. 

The 2000 Paralympic 
Games are scheduled to run 
from October 14 to October 
24. 


Sainz wins Monte Carlo 


MONACO (AFP) — Carlos Sainz, driving 
a Toyota Corolla WRC. won the Monte 
Carlo rally, first round in the world champi- 
onship. on Wednesday. 

The Spaniard's third win here, after his 


Kankkunen, in a Ford Escort WRC. fin- 
ished runner-up, ahead of Scotland’s Colin 
McRae in a Subaru Imprezn WRC. 

Sainz took over the lead after dual world 
champion Tommi Makinen of Finland 


triumphs in 1991 and 199 S.- equa led the - crashed on Tuesday’s first special, 
rally recordof 21 world championship-wins Makinen. just recovered front pneumonia, 

held by Finland’s four-times iv’.dddtctbVhpi- made the wrong choice of tyres and skidded 
on Juhu Kankkunen. on concealed ice. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAHHIRSCH 


CHOOSE THE BETTER LINE 
Both vulnerable. North deals. 


WEST 
A J 7 6 4 
T 9 

* K Q J 6 
*10853 


NORTH 

* A 8 
PA43 

v 10953 

* A JOS 


SOUTH 
4 K 9 5 2 
7 K 108762 
OA 
*K7 


EAST 
*Q 10 3 
CQ J 5 
•>8742 
+ Q 9 4 


The bidding: 
NORTH EAST 
14. Pom 

2 ? Pubs 

5 * Ppmi 

Pubs Pass 


SOUTH 

IT 

4NT 

B? 


WEST 

Pu> 

Pom 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of O 

South has two reasonable lined to 
land the six heart nnlraei. What 
on? they? Which of the two is supe- 
rior? 

While we nre committed to the 
principle ihiil opener is allowed to 
raise responder’s major with only 
three-card support, that only holds 
true if opener has no bvLtcr bid. 
With a stopper io every suit and a 
balanced hand (we consider four 


diamonds Treaded by 10 9 as 0 step- 
per in depth!, we would prefer a 
rebid of one no trump by North. 
That would probably have made it 
much more difficult for North- 
SouLh u> reach the excellent heart 
slam, bo who are we to quarrel with 
success? 

After West leads the king of dia- 
monds, what arc declarer's 
chances? 

One line is to hope thot trumps 
divide evenly. Cosh the two top 
hearts and. if both defenders follow, 
you can ruiT a spade and conceded 
only a spade trick. If trumps turn 
out to he 3-1 and you have b sure 
trump loser, you can still ruff a 
spade and need a successful club 
finesse to land your slam. 

The other line is to draw only one 
round or Lrumps with the ace. If 
spudes are 4-3, the slam is cold. You 
ran ruTT two spades in dummy and. 
even if a defender overruits the 
fourth spade, the trump is your 
only laser. This line also succeeds if 
spades break 5-2 and the defender 
with the long spade* also holds the 
(three hearts or if West has the 
'trump length. If the third spade is 
overruffed by East, and the table's 
last trump is drawn, you can still 
full bock on the club Gne*ae. 

Obviously, the second line is by 
far ihe stronger of the two. 
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furniture warekouse 



EMPLOYMENT OFFER 


A prestigious institution is looking for a 
person for a position of trust. 

The candidate must have a good 
knowledge of both French and English. 

A university degree, preferably from a 
university in Canada or U.K. 

Have a work experience and knowledge of 
computer programmes: Microsoft Word, 
Quattro Pro, E-mail and Internet. 

Enjoy working with the public and have an 
office work environment experience of 2 
years minimum. 

This position offers an excellent salary and 
a full medical plan including paid annual 
vacation and other social benefits. 

If you have the above mentioned 
qualifications and are interested by this job 
offer, please write, before 10 February, 
all confidence to: 

Mr. Laurent, 

P.O. Box 815403, 

Amman 11180 Jordan 


in 


No home is complete 

without 

the laughter of children 

Do not miss our uniqpe silver and green Ramadan 
decorations at our building in Deir G-hebar 

Come & enjog our wide selection of 
Fabrics. Leathers. Rustic wood. Candles. Prints. 
Mirrors. Side-lamps, Halogen lamps,... 

Come & Shop 

Bring along a friend & Drive bg . 

Enjog theShow - 

HOME ^GARDEN 

furniture wjrvliuu&e 



Tel (showroom) 079 58999 /0 * J ^ IP) 









12 News 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, January 22-23, 1998 


Forty-three die as Algeria 


carnage persists — papers 


ALGIERS (R) — Forty-three 
people, including two old vil- 
lagers unable to run fast 
enough to escape attacking 
gunmen, were killed in the 
latest violence reported by 
Algerian newspapers on 
Wednesday. 

The reports on the fresh 
killings, one day after the end 
of a visit by European Union 
junior ministers to discuss the 
massacres, underscored the 
brutality of the conflict in 
Algeria- 

More than 1.200 civilians 
have been killed in mas- 
sacres, bombings and other 
attacks since the start of the 
Holy Month of Ramadan on 
Dec. 30. 

The European Union's 24- 
hour fact-finding mission 
succeeded in opening a dia- 
logue with the Algerian gov- 
ernment but failed to gain 
permission for a United 
Nations human rights investi- 
gation into the massacres. 

Nine civ ilians were killed in 
two bomb attacks in Algiers 
and the neighbouring coastal 
town of Zeralda on Tuesday. 
Liberie and La Tribune news- 
papers said. 

The Zeralda bomb killed 
seven people, including two 
children, as it ripped through 
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a market in the town, 15 kilo- 
metres west of Algiers, said 
Liberte. 

Two civilians died in anoth- 
er bomb blast on a bus about 
three hours earlier in the Ben 
Aknoun district in Algiers, 
said La Tribune. 

More than 60 people were 
wounded in the two bomb 
attacks, the newspapers said. 
The authorities gave a toll of 
four dead and 52 wounded in 
the two bombings. 

Attackers cut the throats of 
seven members of one family 
at Ben Adouan, a remote 
hamlet in the southwestern 
province of Saida, overnight 
Sunday-Monday, said El 
Watan. 

The newspaper said the 
attackers were executing a 
farwa [Islamic order] handed 
down by a local Islamist 
preacher named As Rafas 
Hadj. but gave no more 
details. 

About 30 attackers cut the 
throats of two 60-year-old vil- 
lagers in Zouabria hamlet in 
Chief province, west of 
Algiers, overnight Monday- 
Tuesday, said Liberte. 

The two victims could not 
run fast enough to keep up 
with fellow villagers fleeing 
the assailants, who also stole 


the village cattle and looted 
houses, it said 
In Bouira province, east of 
Algiers, where at least 11 vil- 
lagers were killed early this 
month, a deputy mayor was 
killed on Tuesday in the 
Aomar area, Liberte said but 
gave no details. 

Troops hunting gunmen 
who carried out a massacre 
last week found the bodies of 
three girls who bad been 
killed and mutilated near Beni 
Aissa mountain, about 25 
kilometres south of Algiers, 
said El Watan. 

The soldiers found the bod- 
ies by following a trail of 
fresh blood after killing 16 
rebels in an attack on a rebel 
stronghold in Beni Aissa, it 
said. 

The girls were among more 
than 20 women abducted by 
about 130 gunmen after the 
massacre of more than 100 
villagers at Sidi Hamed ham- 
let, south of Algiers, a week 
ago, El Watan said 
Security forces clashed with 
gunmen in the working-class 
Belouizdad district of central 
Algiers, killing five of them, 
said La Tribune. 

More than 65,000 people 
have been killed in Algeria's 
violence since early 1992. 
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WORLD CUP '98 STAMPS: French post presents Tuesday in Paris the 10 stamps for the upcoming 1993 World Soccer 
Cup scheduled all over France next June/Jnly. The 3 French franc stamps (50 cents) represents clockwise: Paris, Saint- 
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EU mission disappointed at Algeria’s refusal to 
allow meetings with survivors, humanitarian aid 

VIENNA ( AFP) — Austria’s “and we succeeded” she said “the government is prepared to European Commission Vice 


Etienne, Lyon, Montpellier Lens, Bordeaux Saint-Denis, Toulouse, Marseille, Nantes, and in the centre the Stade de 
France. The stamps designed by French artist Louis Briat will be on sale all over France in two days (AP photo) 


Pope on long-delayed journey 
6 to bless the people of Cuba’ 


VIENNA (AFP) — Austria’s 
junior foreign minister, a mem- 
ber of the European Union del- 
egation to Algeria, expressed 
disappointment Wednesday at 
Algiers’ refusal to allow the 


mission to meet massacre sur- 


vivors. 

Benita Ferrero-Waldner told 
reporters that the EU delega- 
tion was “very disappomted” 
that Algeria had declined all 
offers of humanitarian assis- 
tance after a fresh violence in 
the past three weeks claimed as 
many as 1.500 lives. 

The main goal of the visit 
was to start a political dialogue 
with die Algerian government. 


“and we succeeded” she said 
adding that the delegation also 
had met with the legal opposi- 
tion and publishers of the 
country's four largest newspa- 
pers. 

“Unfortunately, we were 
unable to visit the injured or 
survivors from the various cat- 
astrophes. I. really wanted to 
talk to children and women,” 
Ms. Ferrero-Waldner said 

Algerian authorities “said 
this was impossible for securi- 
ty and scheduling reasons,” 
she said 

Although Algiers, refused. to 
allow a UN. special rappor- 
teur on human rights to visit. 


“the government is prepared to 
answer questions from die 
UN. human rights commis- 
sion, she said “They say they 
have nothing to hide.” 

Algeria said it had no need of 
humanitarian assistance at this 
time, although such aid would 
have enabled Europeans to 
demonstrate their solidarity 
with Algerians, according to 
Ms. Ferrero-Waldner. 

The delegation, which is to 
report on its mission on Jan. 
26, also included the junior 
foreign ministers of Britain 
and Luxembourg, Derek 
Fatchett and Georges 
Wohlfart, accompanied by 


European Commission Vice 
President Manuel Mario. 

Their brief visit coincided 
with two murderous bomb 
attacks. A blast on a bus in the 
Algiers district of Ben Aknoun 
killed one person and injured 
23, the government said 

A second blast in the west- 
ern coastal town of Zeralda, 
killed as many as seven and 
wounded dozens, independent 
newspapers reported 

Wednesday. The government 
put the toll at three dead and 30 
wounded 

Algeria has said that 
Islamists were behind the vio- 
lence. 


HAVANAS AP) — Pope John 
Paul IL “messenger of truth 
and hope,” set out Wednesday 
on a historic pilgrimage to 
Cuba. land of hardship, 
embattled faith and an ageing, 
struggling revolution. 

Long delayed, much antici- 
pated, the visit by the ailing 
pontiff to this Caribbean 
island may help set a new 
course for the Cuban church, 
if not for Fidel Castro's com- 


Oil spill prompts UAE promise 
of action on Iraqi oil smuggling 


DUBAI t AFP) — A new oil 
spill in the northern Gulf has 
driven the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to vow to 
crack down on Iraqi oil 
smuggling, and recognise a 
problem critics say it has 
long been turning a blind eye 
to. 

A UAE minister acknowl- 
edged for the first time 
Sunday that “smuggling ... 
over the past few days has 
led to environmental cata- 
strophe.” 

Sheikh Ham dan Ben 
Zayed AJ Nahyan, minister 
of state for foreign affairs, 
was commenting on an oil 
spill which washed over 
most of the emirates’ coast- 
line two weeks ago when a 
barge carrying Iraqi oil in 
violation of U.N. sanctions 
against Baghdad went down 
in bad weather off Sharjah. 

“Smuggling tarnishes the 
image and the prestige of the 
emirates.” he told the official 
WAM news agency. 

He said a special commit- 
tee had been set up last year 
to confiscate smugglers’ 
ships and sell their cargo, 
with the proceeds being paid 
to a special U.N. fund. Six 
vessels have already been 
confiscated, he said. 

Warship commanders of 
the multinational force 
patrolling the Gulf had com- 
plained that ships intercept- 
ed with illegal Iraqi cargoes 
and diverted to UAE ports 
had been promptly released 
by the port authorities. 

The smugglers' route takes 


them from Iraq through 
Iranian national waters, 
according to the U.N. Iran 
has repeatedly denied the 
charges made by the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee and 
the United States over the 


past years. 

Traders say that once the 
ships come abreast of Oman 
or the UAE, the cargo is 
transferred in international 
waters onto ships bound for 
the Indian subcontinent or 
onto barges headed for UAE 
ports where it is sold as 
Iranian oil. 

Sheikh Hamdan’s admis- 
sion came as a clean-up 
operation continued along 
the coasts and on the islands 
off the northern Emirates, to 
limit the damage of an oil 
spill created by a barge 
which sank on Jan. 7 with 
11,000 tons of crude oil. 

The oil washed up on the 
coasts of four of the LTAE’s 
seven emirates, killing 
wildlife and forcing two de- 
salination plants to tem- 
porarily suspend operation. 

The oil slick, the second in 
six months, provoked public 
outrage. Newspapers, which 
have avoided priming stories 
about the UAE-based smug- 
glers, angrily but cautiously 
denounced “those who seek 
only their own interests and 
high profits.” When another 
barge carrying 5.000 tonnes 
of ftiel began to leak and had 
to be towed into Sharjah, the 
UAE’s federal assembly, an 
appointed consultative body, 
called on the government to 


take measures against fur- 
ther spills. 

And for the first time, 
coast-guard officials were 
willing to leak the name of 
the Iraqi businessman run- 
ning the company which 
owned the barge and of its 
emirati sponsors. 

Oil smuggling was already 
rumoured to be the cause of 
an oil spill in July, when a 
barge carrying 5.000 tonnes 
of diesel sank in heavy 
weather off Sharjah. 

“Some ship owners are 
converting their cargo ves- 
sels into oil vessels to smug- 
gle cheap fuel from Iraq. 
They claim it is Iranian 
petrol but many of them who 
were seized have confessed 
they were carrying Iraqi 
fuel,” a coast-guard official 
from Ras A1 Khaim ah said, 

Shipping sources explain 
that in order to cut their 
costs, brokers use ageing 
barges and load them 
beyond their normal capaci- 
ty, making them highly vul- 
nerable to heavy weather. 

The rising concerns over 
the rogue oil barges comes 
as the multi-national naval 
force imposing the embargo 
on Baghdad has seized a 
mounting number of ships 
seeking to smuggle Iraqi oil 
through the Gulf. “During 
the last 30 days, the multi- 
national force intercepted 
three boats, two carrying 
fuel and one diesel.” a naval 
officer with the joint U.S.. 
British and Canadian force 
told AFP. 


Khatami, 
Iraqi FM 
discuss 


improving 


munist government 

Even before touching down 
here Wednesday afternoon. 
John Paul addressed some 
contentious issues surround- 
ing his visit telling reporters 
on the papal plane he hoped 
for more respect for human 
rights in communist Cuba, 
and for a “change” in the U.S. 
economic embargo. 

But no matter what else his 
visit brings, said Orquidea 
Mesa, one pious parishioner 


here, “the Pope will bless the 
people of Cuba” — II mil- 
lion who for four decades 
have suffered through one of 
the world’s longest-running 
political showdowns. 

As the Pope flew across the 
Atlantic on Wednesday, 
Cuba's government worked 
non-stop to make Cuba's wel- 
come a memorable one. 

Havana workers had the 
afternoon off on a sunny 26- 
degrees Celsius day. In neigh- 
bourhoods and workplaces. 
Cubans were organised- to be 
bused to points along the 
Popfe’S route from the airport 
The Cuban president himself, 
die-hard Marxist-Leninist. 
urged people to turn out for 
the island's first papal visit 
ever. 

“Sure. I’U be down at 16th 
and Paseo to see turn." post- 
man Jorge Luis Jimenez, 30, 
said before his morning 


rounds. “Everybody will be 
out, even the ones who aren’t 
really believers." 

Communist Party workers 
joined church volunteers in 
tacking the Pope’s portrait 
and “messenger” slogan to 
palm trees, telephone poles 
and even the backs of bicycle 
cabs across town. One was 
even spotted on the national 
capital, where Castro’s revo- 
lutionaries once declared 
Cuba an atheist nation. 

In m inaant, Havana had 
become" a crfy 1 of startling 
contrasts — starkest of all- the 
scene at the hallowed Plaza of 
the Revolution, where the 
papal procession route passed 
towering rival images of 
Christ and of revolutionary 
hero Che Guevara. 

“Jesus Christ, in you I 
mist," declares the one, “Until 
victory, forever!” the other. 


post-war ties Turkish finance ministry 


Chinese man kidnapped in Yemen 


SANAA (R) — Tribesmen 
have kidnapped a Chinese 
man in southern Yemen, 
security officials said on 
Wednesday. 

They said the Chinese, the 
latest foreigner abducted in 
the poor Arab state, was 
kidnapped in the province 
of Abyan. His identity was 
not immediately known. 

“There is no definite 
information if the man is a 


diplomat at the Chinese 
embassy or an engineer 
with a construction compa- 
ny operating in the region.” 
a security official said. 

Chinese embassy officials 
were not available for com- 


ment 

Three South Koreans, 
including a woman and her 
daughter, were abducted in 
the capital Sanaa this month 
but released after four days. 


Their captors had wanted to 
press authorities to execute 
four men convicted of rap- 
ing a 1 0-year-old boy. 

Kidnapping is a common 
ploy by Yemeni tribes with 
grievances against the gov- 
ernment or foreign oil com- 
panies. More than a hun- 
dred foreigners have been 
taken hostage since 1992. 
Most were freed unharmed. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami and Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Said 
AI Sahhaf met here 
Wednesday to discuss obsta- 
cles that continue to block 
normalisation of ties rune 
years after their 1980-88 
war. 

Mr. Khatami expressed 
hope that with “good will on 
both sides, the problems will 
be resolved,” the official 
IRNA news agency said. 

Mr. Sahhaf, who arrived in 
Tehran late Friday, briefed 
Mr. Khatami on the situation 
in Iraq and the “progress in 
Iraqi-U.N. relations," IRNA 
said 

Those relations have been 
in crisis, with Iraq barring an 
American-led team of UJ4. 
weapons inspectors from 
carrying out their work and 
refusing all inspectors access 
to presidential sites. 

The Iraqi foreign minister 
had been due to leave Iran 
Monday but extended his 
stay in order to meet Ml 
K hatami. 

The Iranian press has 
given little coverage to Mr. 
Sahhaf s visit, his second to 
Iran in a month, and no Dews 
conference has been 
arranged 

He has met only once since 
his arrival with his Iranian 
counterpart Kama] Kharazi. 

Mr. Kharazi said last 
Thursday that Iraq was seek- 
ing Iranian support for a lift- 
ing of the economic sanc- 
tions imposed after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

The two countries agreed 
Monday to set up two joint 
commissions to tackle obsta- 
cles to the normalisation of 
ties, one will look into the 
fate of prisoners of the war 
and search for those missing 
in action and the other will 
explore expanding trade and 
pilgrimage links. 


to probe Welfare assets 


ANKARA (R) — The Turkish 
cabinet has asked the finance 
ministry to investigate the 
assets of the Welfare Party, the 
first concrete step in carrying 
out a court ban on the 
Islamists. 

“The cabinet has decided 
that the finance ministry will 
carry out the process of elimi- 
nating the Welfare Party's 
assets.” the Wednesday edi- 
tion of Turkey's official 
Gazette said 

The constitutional court on 
Friday banned Welfare on 
charges of threatening the sec- 
ularist constitution and threw 
veteran Islamist leader 
Necmettin Erbakan out of par- 
liament 

The court ruling does not 
come into force until the court 
presents a full written verdict, 
expected in around two 
weeks. The party's assets will 
automatically be seized when 
the final verdict is released but 


EU ‘regrets’ decision to ban Welfare 


LONDON (AH 3 ) — Britain, acting as European Union i 
president, on Tuesday said it noted “with regret” the deci- , 
sion of the Turkish Constitutional Court to outlaw the 
Islamist Welfare Party. “The EU is concerned at the impli- 
cations for democratic pluralism and freedom of expres- 
sion and hopes that Turkey will make dear its continuing 
commitment to these fundamental democratic principles.” 
said a spokesman. j 


they first have to be assessed. 

The attorney-general said 
last week that an initial legal 
probe revealed Welfare had 
hardly any registered assets 
despite its standing os the 
country's biggest party. 

Mr. Erbakan, Turkey's first 
Islamist prime minister, was 
forced from power last year in 
an anti-Islamist campaign 
inspired by the secularist 
army. 

The military-dominated 
national security council, 
which played a leading role in 
toppling Mr. Erbakan, is to 


hold a regular monthly meet- 
ing on Thursday. The Turkish 
press said the council would 
discuss the court ban. 

Turkey's influential security 
apparatus has jailed Welfare 
mayors and shut down illegal 
Koranic courses since the 
Islamists fell from power: 

The Sabah newspaper quot- 
ed Turkish Interior Minister 
Murat Basesgioglu as saying 
the Islamist mayors of Istanbul 
and Ankara were among 223 
local government officials 
under investigation, mostly for 
alleged improper use of office. 


Ciller facing new slush fund charges 


ANKARA (AFP) — Former 
Turkish Prime Minister Tansu 
QUer has been accused of tak- 
ing money from a slush fund to 
pay Syrian special services to 
eliminate a Kurdish separatist 
leader, the daily Radikal 
reported Wednesday. 

The newspaper said die alle- 
gations were contained in a 
report handed last week to 
Turkish Prime Minister Mesut 
Yiimaz, which also disclosed 
the existence of underground 
ultra-nationalist groups used 
for several operations at home 
and abroad. 

While premier in 1994. Ms. 
Ciller reportedly ordered a $10 
million payment to Syria’s 
Mukhuburai intelligence ser- 


vice to “liquidate” the head of 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), Abdullah Ocaian. 

Mukhabarat failed to respect 
the terms of the agreement, 
however, and Mr. Ocaian 
escaped assassination, the 
report said. 

Mr. Ocaian has lived in 
Damascus or in the Syrian- 
dominated Bekaa plain of 
Lebanon since the eariy 1990s, 
Turkish intelligence reports 
indicated. 

The PKK began an armed 
rebellion against Ankara in 
1984 in order to set up an inde- 
pendent Kurdish state in the 
southeast along the traders 
with Syria. Iraq and Iran. More 
than 28.000 people have died 


in dashes. 

The latest repot was related 
to the so-called Susurluk affair 
which came to light in 
November 1996 after a framer 
ultra-nationalist militant and a 
high-ranking policeman were 
killed and a politician was 
injured in a road accident near 
Susurluk. The feet that the 
three were together was inter- 
preted at the time as proof of 
close ties between the police, 
the mafia and some politicians. 

Last Friday, a court began 
legal proceedings against Ms. 
Ciller for abuse of secret fends. 
If the National Assembly lifts 
Ms. Oiler’s immunity, she 
would fax trial before the con- 
stitutional court 


Cindy Crawford - 
and Chirac vie for 
Indian limelight 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Two figures will be com- 
peting for the Indian lime- 
light this week. One will be 
selling a country, the other 
luxury watches. French 
President Jacques Chirac 
and super-model Cindy 
Crawford could well run 
into each other. Chirac, on a 
three-day stare visit, will fly 
to New Delhi for a Sunday 
meeting with political lead- 
ers at the Taj Palace Hotel 
— where Crawford is also 
staying. She. is due. to take 
part in a promotional event 
on Sunday night, feted by 
Indian personalities and 
politicians. “I wonder who 
gets the better turnout,” a 
member of fee press rela- 
tions team behind the 
model’s visit said. - 


Hillary Clinton 
ignores case 
agains t husband 
by deaning closets 


Spice Girls fan’s 
stereo seized for really 
annoying neigh boars 


Cantona brothers at 
comedy film festival 


PARIS ( AFP) — The foot- 
balling Cantona brothers 
will guest at this year's 
International Comedy Film 
Festival in fee French Alps 
this week. Eric Cantona, 
who played notably for 
France and Manchester 
United before retiring last 
year, and his brother Joel, 
who played for Marseille- 
star in the short “Question 
d’honneur.’’ The two have 
already appeared on the 
screen in the widely 
acclaimed film *T-e 
Bonheur est dans le Pre.” 


Swedish crown princess 
to study at Yale 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — . 
Crown Princess Victoria of 
Sweden is to study at Ivy 
League university Yale this 
term, Yale registrar Cathy 
Woods told Swedish com- 
mercial television TV3. 
“She is one of our special 
students,” Woods said. The 
royal palace had announced 
that the 20-year-old crown 
princess had abandoned 
plans to study at Sweden’s 
Uppsala University in 
favour of. an undisclosed 
U.S. college. Palace 
spokeswoman Elisabeth 
Tanas-Wahlbeig said tta 
reason was “to give _ the 
crown princess fee possibil- 
ity to be left alone and cany 
out her studies undis- 
turbed.” 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. First Lady Hillary 
Clinton says she’s able to 
ignore the sexual harass- 
ment case against her hus- 
band by going to church 
and cleaning her closets. 
“You have to box it off 
because there’s no way that 
you can let people... inter- 
fere with your life,” Clinton 
said in an NBC radio inter- 
view. She noted feat the 
couple attended church 
Sunday and. said she dis- 
tracted herself fee rest of 
the day by cleaning out 
closets amongst other 
household tasks. “So, 
there’s just a way in which 
we try and keep our lives as 
normal as possible despite 
what’s going on around 
us,” she concluded. - l " - 
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CARDIFF (AFP) — Adie- 
hard Spice Girls fan had his 
stereo seized by a court 
after annoying his neigh- 
bours by playing their hits 
16 hours a day for months 
on end. James Evans, 24, 
became “the most hated 
man in the neighbourhood” 
by blasting out hits such as 
“Wannabe” and “Spice Up 
Your Life” at full volume. 
Other residents in fee block 
of flats were often kepi 
awake until 4:00 a.ra. by 
non-stop music, a court 
heard. After complaints, 
noise control officers visit- 
ed the next door flat at 2:00 
a.m. and heard the Spice 
Girls so clearly through fee 
wail that they could write 
down the lyrics, the court 
heard. 
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